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Fieger time

Candidate calls himself average citizen

‘The first priority of this state s to help the
safoty and welfare of the people; not buslness,

Shection

BY RALPH R. ECHTINAW
STAFF WRITER
rechtinnwCoc.homecomnat.net

“Everybody Loves Raymond”
was on TV back home, but it was
“Everybody Loves Geoffrey” at
the Birmingham Temple in
Farmington Hills ny Demoerat
gubernntorinl eandidate Geoffrey
Fieger spoke to a fricadly crowd
of ahout 350 people Monday
night.,

*Fieger is o graat leader with
strong convictions,” snid Bernard
Gross of West Bloomfield.

“There's only ane candidate for
me; that's Geoff Fieger,” snid
Tracey Martin of Southfield.

“1 enjoyedl listening to Fieger,”
said Al VanCreveld of Farming-
ton Hills. “The governor has run
one time tao many.”

[ swas impressed with Fieger,”
said a woman who declined to
give her name. “He didn't dodge
around things. He was nbout as
focused and direct a3 he could
possibly be.” K

Fivger was countered on stage
by the affable, unconfrontational
Suzy Heintz, the former Wayne

not contributors.’

Geoffrey Fl;ze er

—Candidate

County commissioner from west-
ern Wayne County who has held
various posts with Gov. John
Engler’s administration and
with the state Republican Party
apparatus. Heintz currently
runs Engler's southeast Michi-
gan office.

Ficger characterized himself
ns nn avernge citizen taking on
the political establishment, “I
thought I saw every dirty trick
in the world pulled on me in a
courtroom, but these politicians
make lawyers look like saints,”
he raid,

Punctuated by asides acknowl-
cdging his obstreperous reputa-
tion ("I atny be hard to get along
with semetimes ...") and his occa-
sionally offensive extemporane-
ous comments ("I've said some
things I wish I could take back”),
Fieger's avernrching theme was
that, as gavernor, he would look
out fur the needs of ordinary peo-

ple. .
“The first priority of this state

is to help the safety and welfare
of the people; not business, not
contributors,” he said.

No credit for GOP

Ficger gave Republicans no
credit for the recent good econo-
my. “We're only gotting the
crumbs here of a vibrant nation-
al economy created by
Demoerats.”

A few minutes later, he pre-
dicted cconomic trouble. “We

eliminating the state's single
business tax. “It would be the
single biggest stimulant to busi-
ness in this state, and I would
like to sec it nccomplished.”

He criticized Engler for tax
policies that permit local govern-
ments to attract industry with
tax abatements and said Com-
puware, which has made neises
about leaving Farmington Hills,
represents 25-35 percent of that
city's tax base. “Farmington
Hiils will not be able to fund
their police and fire if they (Cam-
puware) leave.”

(Teri Arbenowske, assistant to
the Farmington Hills city mon-
oger, reports that Compuware's
property tax payment is just
0.57 percent of that city's tax
revenue. Police and fire protec-
tion would not be affected if

need to expand the ecanomy to
protect it from the coming down-
turn.”

He didn't assign blaae for the
coming dawnturn, but asserted
that Engler has as much to do
with the good cconomy as he
does with the Red Wings' cham-
pionship.

Fieger charged that Engler's
tax reductions “have benefited
businesses and millionaires and
shifted the burden to working
men ond women.” But he added
later that he would consider

0 ¢ leaves, Art
said.)

Heintz was received politely by
the mostly Democrat crowd, but
drew moans of protest when she
defended Engler's mental health
policies. Community- d mea-
tal health programs, she said,
pravide "better health care for
the mentally ill.”

Heintz noted that Engler
delivered on property tax reform,
which changed a system that
had been forcing people to sell
their homes because they could-
n't afford the taxes,

Z

Now for sound bites from the candidate and

Spoke Fieger:

o “! have a strong personnl
faith in God, however, I choose
not to wear my faith on my
lapel.”

| “I'm just an ordinary citizen
wha believes in doing what's
right for the people of this state.”

g “It's what you do that
counts, not what you say to get
elected.”

B I may be hard to get along
with sometimes, but I'll do what
is right, and I keep my promis.
s

B 1 didn't go to the political
schoal of doubletalk. And some-
times I shoot from the hip. But
at least you'll get an honest
response from me.”

B “Our rights have been put
up for sale.”

B “Government has lost touch
with the people.”

B “You may not like me per-
sonally, but you know I'il fight
for your rights.”

B “The governor should be o
leader and an advocate for the
teast powerful amang us, not the
most. They never need it.”

B “We have to use common

Engler plans education push

BY KEN ABRAMCZYK
STAFF WRITED

Gov. John Engler wants to
cxpand on Michigan's atrengths
~ 4 growing warkforce, a strong
cconemy with mare manufuctur-
ing facilities and more tax cuts.

But Engler wants to continue
to push his education agenda 10
give parents more options
through charter schools and his
proposed “freedom” schoals. BDur-
jng n visit with members of the
Olserver & Eccentric editorinl
board, Engler discussed a new
reading program geared townrd
families with infunts,

So it goes far the governor on
the campaign trail, who hopes
Michigan voters will send him
Dback to Lansing for a third term
on Nov, 3.

A Benl City, Mich., native,
Engler, who turned 50 on Mon-
day (Oct. 12), pgradunted from
Bea) City High Schoo) in 1966,
and reccived a bachelor of sci-
ence degree in agricultural eco-
nomics from Michiga.. State Uni-
versity in 1971 and a law degree
fram Cooley Law School in 1981,
Engler served in the Michigan
House of Representatives for
cight years until he was elected
to the state Senate in 1978,
Engler served as the Scenate
majority lender from 1983 to
1990. He was clected governor in
1990 and 1994.

Engler said the state has di
tributed 15,000 new reading kits
throughout the state, part of his
Reading Pian for Michigan. The
kit contains activitivs parents
ean do with their children, a
book, a child development chart,
a list of hooks, a baoklet and
videotape of *I Am Your Child”
and a children’s music cassette.

“We hope to have these in the
homes of every infant,” Engler
said. The kits may be distributed
to parents after they leave the
hospital with their newbaern chil-
dren.

More parental choices

Engler believes parents need
more choices in cducation, as
they ‘vould under his freedom
schools. Under hia propasal, indi-
vidual schools could secede from
underachieving sehool districts if
twa-thirds of the affilinted par-
onta voted to do 5o,

Parents could elect local gov-
erning boarda with nutherity to
hire and fire administeators and
teachers. Engler believes a

smaller sampling of parcnts
electing & school board may be
just as - if not more - account-
able than the current system,
Engler said. Engler used statis-
ties from Detroit to support his
idea.

=Qf every 10 that enter the
ninth prade, three will go down
the nisle and get o diplomn, and
seven will not,” Engler said.
“Fhat is o rate of fuilure that is
appalling and it has to change.
The system has to change.”

Engler believes  teachers and
principals would vote in some
cases to take schools and run
them separately from the dis-
trict.

Engler visited the Mackinac
Island School Disatrict where the
superintendent taught classes ~
a move that gives the district
more cash through a savings in
staff. Engler nlso talked recently
with & woman who taught in
Detroit who had a split class of
first- and second-graders with 41
kids,

“I pointed out to her she's gen-
erating over $300,000 in income
to her school district just in her
clasaroom atone,” Engler snid.

“If teaching staffs could in
effect run a school and we tatk
about empowering a schools,
well, there’s nething more
emposwering than ta give the
teachers the eash, Let the teach-
ers and the principals break
wway, that's one type of freedom
school.”

Parents also could petition to
“break nway™ the school from the
district and elect their own
school board. *I do think it could
function with a lot less adminis-
trative costs, Detroit is in the top
five of all in the atate in terms of
administrative costs per pupil.
I'm not proposing it for only
Detroit. We could amend the
achool code so that nnyone could
use it.”

The biggest barrier to charter
achools is finding n location. At
any rate, the current system
must be chianged, Engler anid.

“We have n system and have
parenta who go to court where
they try to establish gunrdian-
ship of their children with an
extended family member in
another school district,” Engler
raid.

More money available
Schools now have more money
available to construct new sehioal

Hesitate: Gov. John
Engler says he hesitates
to revisit Proposal A.

buildings and purchase new
technology since Proposal A's
passage. In the 19803, that total
was $1.5 billion; that figure is
now up to $9 billion in the 1990s.

“I think the public is willing to
give some of that property tax
relief for some new buildings.”

Since Proposal A passed, the
equity gap has norrowed among
school districta, Engler said.

“] think the fct that we're out
of the millage cycle has frecd
cducation to get physieal plant
money and a record amount of
technology and investment
made,” Engler said.

Engler hesitates to revisit Pro-
posal A so that some districts
that want more enhancement
milla can request higher mil-
lages.

“I'm very concerncd that the
overall frame with Proposal A
maintained, because if it's not,
then we're into a situation that
every other year, the Legislature
changes.”

Engler added that state oifi-
cinls “have not yet figured out
how to solve that problem” with
Proposal A.

GM reorganizes

The number of overall jobs
across the state has increased in
Michigan, but the Big Three is
cutting positions, Engler snid.
“(GM's) health is important. 1
think GM neceds to be competi-
tive and they need to work hard
at that”

sense, not political sense.”

| *If you think government
should be of, by and for the peo-
ple, consider voting for me.”

B “I'll work harder than any-
one wauld for you.”

& Charter schools and vouch-
crs “will brenk the back and
destroy the public education sys-
tem.”

B “I believe, philosophically,
more taxes mean less freedom.”
@] won't be camplicit. 1 won't
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Introductlons: Gubernatorial candidate Gefvffmy Fiegei

greeted the crowd at Birmingham Temple

night.

Republican speaker

Heintz kept her cool and coun-
tered Fiegur's assertions politely
if at all. Fieger spent much of his
time criticizing Engler, but
Heintz said nothing critieal of
Fivger. Her advoeacy of Engler
was oflen vague.

As governor, Engler bas
caused impravement *in teyms of
everything ynu can possibly
think of,” Heintz said. “Listen to
what has happened and under-
stand swhat has happencd since
John Engler was clected gover-
nor. This is a guy I'm proud ta be
with.”

Christopher Glazek, a Bleom-

onday

field Hills resident and Rocper:
School eighth-grader, Ba
Heintz “couldn’t deal with the!
type of electorate that's here.
She was never going to be popu-
lar here.”

Joey Golden, also o Roeper
eighth-grader, criticized the few
Republicans in the audience who
heckled Fieger. “Engler’s cronies
were realiy obnoxious,” he said.

One of those Republicans,
James Alexander of Oaklnnd
County, criticized Ficger's style
after the meeting. “This is an
clection, not a trial,” he said.
“Suzy did u masterful job, con-
sidering the opposition.”

Engler representative

wurk behind, and 1 certainiy
won't seil you out,™

@ *! hear the anguished cries
of an entire generation of young
African-American men who lan-
puish in prison because we have
hundreds of millions of dollars
necessary to build more prisons
but not provide for child care or
inspectors for nursing homes.”

® Engler “better hope I don't
pet rid of welfare because,
What's he going to do come Jan,

1”7

@ Engler's Oldsmobile “has
long since been lost in a pot hole
as big as his you know what”
Spoke Heintz:

# “I';m proud to be with some-
one (Engler) who has such a
strang moral compass.”

B Engler is running for a third
term because “he believes it's
important to leave Michigan in
better shape than we found it”
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