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Glenn, of course, was up there
before. On Feb, 20, 1962, abonrd
the Friendsnip 7 mission, he
became the first American in
orbit. He subsequently turned to
politics, and eventually became u
longtime U.S. senatar from Ohio.

Although Glenn is taking to
the skies to help forward scien-
tifie reacarch on the impact of
aging on human beings, the sub-
ject of his space scquel is one,
that has prompted debate all
over America whether it was
done as a publicity stunt, to
spark interest in the space pro-
gram.

It wns a debate that also
reached Koperski's classroom
and those of Forest teachers
Connie Qualman, Cathy Smith
and Pat Wagner during the
weeks leading up to the launch.

“We'vo talked about the scien-
tific purposc of him going up,”
Koperski snid. “And the whole
seientific purpese of the space
program in general. The kids,
the majority of them think he
should go up because of who he
is and his background and the
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fact he's an American hero.”

Some students said Glenn
should have relinquished tho
opportunity, a view Koperski
doesn't share.

“Some kids were snying, ‘He's
cutting in front of younger astro-
nauts who are more cupable ...
and should have the chonee to
go.’ But one girl said, *Ne, they've
all been cutting in front of him
for 36 years and he's just getting
back in jine.! How insightful.”

Ari, a student in Qualman's
class, snid Glenn’s ninc-day
space stint “might help people
(of) any age to see how it affecty
their bodies and it might moke
people feel better, no matter
what age they are.”

Koperski snid Glenn's partici-
pation on the whuttle is legiti-
mate. But she does think, howev-
er, that it will help people re-Dis-
cover NASA's space program.

“This ts the most-publicized
launch since (the ill-fated) Chal-
lenger (in 1986),” Koperski said.
1 hope it's something they'll
remember for a long time. This
would not be on every major
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channel if he weren't going.”

Space exploration might need
new life fram a national perspee-
tive. But at Forest, interest in
the subject has hardly waned,
Koperski said.

“It’s the one topic that's moti-
vated them more than any-
thing,” she said. Students have
logged onto the Internet, to
peruse NASA Web sites. They've
written John Glenn biographies
and glenned newspapers and
magazines about the subject.
And, as displayed on a bulletin
board near the medin center TV,
thoy created their very own
“mission patches.”

Koperski pointed to one
favorite patch, a collaboration
between fifth-graders Lai Ho and

. Andrea Marcos, Its foreground
: hed

1 an

to the orbiter; in the background
was a rainbow emerging from
the Earth.

She said students were already
into learning about spoce explo-
ration, long before Glenn wos
picked to go up aboard Discov-

ery.

“It's exciting, adventurous,”
Koperski said. “Plus, I talk non-
stop about it, I'm hoping now
that, since they've had exposure,
they'll follow it.”

Ari certainly plans on doing
that. *I like space, the nstro-
nauty and stuff.”

.

While putients may ask how quick-
ly they can expect their orthodontic
trentment to take, orthodontista know
thint moving teelh successfully neces-
sarily tukes time anad gentle force.
When braces exert force, cella known
ns oatroclosta break down bone to
clenr o path for the rool, while cells
known 09 osteoblasts build new bone
in the wuke of the root movement. The
proceas of bone dissolving on one side
and growing on the other is called
*“bone remodeling.” Ideully, this pro-
cess ollowa braces ta move teeth about
one milli a month. Any impa-
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All done: Lester London ha

Absentee

STAYY PHOTO BY BOLL BREALER
nds an absentec ballot to

Farmington deputy clerk Janice Schmidt.

from page Al

bers are up sharply in Farming-
ton. City Clerk Patsy Cantrell
snid just 800 requests were
made in the last gubernatorial
clection.

There were 9,700 requests by
Farmington Hills residents for
that 1994 election, but there
were loeal igsuces on the ballot.

London said voting absentee
“gimplifies life,” but it is some-
thing he didn't dream of doing
when lie was & younger man.
“When I was young, I didn’t have
an excusc to vote nbsentee. It's
one of the benefits of aging.”

Bosidey, there's really nothing
to it. At lenst not for him.

would disrupt the process to produce
unneceptable long-term reaults. As the
saying goes, “You can't rush Mather
Nature”

Every orthodontic ¢ase is unique,
therefore, treatment times can vary.
Some conditions can be corrected enai-
ly. Others, such as cases in which
tecth need to be pulled and gnps
closed, can take slightly longer. A good
rule of thumb for moat cnses in 18 to
24 moaths. For further il it

“I'm at the (Farmington Pub-
lic) library quite often,” London
explained. “So all I have to do is
go to eity hall ond pick it up and
drop it off n day or two later.”

Another longtime chsentee
ballot voter is Nuncy Leonard of

* Farmington. She claims that she
originally started picking up the
ballots for her husband, Arthur,
and then decided she might ns
well also vote absentee.

Although she misses out en
getting out on clection day and
talking with other voters nt
Farmington's Precinct 1,
Leonard - an cighth-year absen-
tee voter — likes having the
opportunity to study the candi-
dates nnd issues and not having
to make rushed decisions.

Leonard tends to take batlota
out early. But she waits until
almost the deadline to return
them, just to read up on nny

late-breaking developments that
could affect her vote.

I like tnlking to pcople and
secing how they vote,” Leonard
said, “But (voting by absentee
ballot} doca give me the chance
to peruse the ballot.”

Leonard said it is key to not
turn in the ballots too soon.

“You might miss a picce of the
puzzle.... It's hard enough to vote
without getting the low-down on
everybody. If they're local (candi-
dates or issues) you know. But,
for the college trustees, for
example, thosc arc n complete
blank.”

Farmington residents Carol
and Rudy Wantin, in their carly
B80a, bave been voting absentee
for 15 years. Like London, the
convenienee ia important. Like
Leonard, so is getting up to
speed on what's being decided.

“We have them sent to us and
then we take them back to the
city,” said Carol Wantin, who
formerly worked as a Farming-
ton city election werker. “We get
them at least two or three weeks
before (the election) 5o we have
more time to study them.”

Wantin said moany people who
go aut to the polls also make it o
point to become informed before
voting, however.

“it depends on what you're vot-
ing on,” she said, “If it's some-
thing you're interested in, and
you go to the polls, you'll study.”

Residents in both Farmington
and Farmington Hills must have
picked up their absentee ballots
as of Saturday. They are cncour-
aged to return them to the
respective city holls by the end
of the business doy on Monday,
Nov. 2.
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and striking open link
bracelet frame the
legendary dot dial.
Crafted of solid
stainless steel with
polished 18 karat gold
micron finish accents.
Precise Swiss quartz
movement. Sapphire
* crystal, Water resistant 1o
99 feet. His or hers.
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Inches-A-Weigh

Q Eat Reoa! Food
Koop your family in mind with an
Individuaiized, delicious, heaithy

oating plan.

A Figura Shaping
Our oxclusive exarcise npproach

reshapos and
tones your curvos lor &
more beautiful you!

£ Support Counssling

Trained, caring profossionals
undarstand and support
you through every phase
of the program.

A Women Only

Clionts axorcisa in a comfortable non

compatitive enviroouont.

Lose 15 Lbs, FREE

*Exercise classes & supplements additional,

Call Today!
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Inches-A-Weigh.

Womens Welght Loss & Exercise Centers T
5 Mlle Rd.. » East of Merriman Livonia
(734) 421-2929

Open hion < Thurs, 830 m-4.00 pm.« F 830 am.7.00pm. » Sat. 9.00 &m.-1:00 pm.




