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BOOKS

Kathe Koja’s offbeat stories
display knock-out imagination

“Waking the Prince” may ulti-
L hut

Extromitlos
By Kathe Koja
{Four Walls Eight Windotes, $20)

S ——— On these
pages you can
N meet a lonely

woman smitten
with an angel, &
young man who
listens to the
songs of the
dead, a ghost
who  colleets
bugs in a jar
and many oth-
ers whose
behavior might strike us as,
shall we say, ofthent.

Michigan writer Kathe Koja is
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baek, sp 16 tales of fanta-
sy and terror in this new collec-
tion, cach of them murked by her
knock-out imagination, her
unique perceptions and prose
that sometimes qualifies as a
vemarkable, chilling poetry.

As usual, her territory is a
kind of twilight world, inhabited
at its shodowy edges by individ-
unls whao b become something
like unsettling shadows them-
selve

Alienation may be the opera-
tive word in Koja's fictional
milieu. Some metaphorical anes-
thesin scems to have been
unleashed on her dark land-
seapes, numbing not so much the
es but the souls of her char-
acters,

Begin with “The Negt
Garden,” in which the writer
introduces us to a contemporary
couple on the verge of a sepura-
tion. Apparently, the breakup is
mestly the young man's idea.
Anne, the woman he hopes to
banish from his life, is not going
for it, and she is not going for it
in a really big way. Even after he
has pucked for her, lnbeled ol
her eardboard boxes, hung up

BY JULIE BROWN
KTAFE WINTER
jbrawntlo

homecomm.net

The writing bup hit Stan
Latreille hard.
“I've always wanted to writ

«nid Latreille, a judge of the L
ingston County Cirenit Court.
His family had ties to the news-

, paper business, and Latreille

worked for 10 years at the ne
paper trade, both for the Det;
Free Press and Detroit News.

Through law school and the
birth of five children with wife
Barb, he continued to think of
writing u book. “Perjury,” pub-
lished by Crown, is the result of
his efforts,

“I've always wanted to write,
and 1 wanted to write a novel. [
wrote sporndically over the
years.”

1ie finished an earlier novel
but didn't pursue having it pub-
lished. Five or six years ngo, he
decided to write another book
and sce it into print. *I finally
decided now or never.”

The book is lnosely based on
the casc of a public defender in
Chicago whose personal life is in
a shambles, He comes to a amall
town resembling Howel! to prac-
tice low,

Jack, the lnwyer, becomes
involved in the case of o woman
who accused her husband of
molesting their child. “He comes
to believe, however, her story.

her clothes, carried everything ~
including “her big Klee print” -
to the car and stacked it “ncat-
1y,” her essentinl response is “I'm
not going.” '

She means it, too.

Out at the edge of the buck-
yard, on a rusty, tumbledown
fence, she crucifies herself. He
will find her there, at death's
door, but not really deod. Slowly,
as he watches — fascinated and
repulsed — she becomes o part of
the fence and *lush with
growth,” the neglected garden
around her. And he, whoe
believed that something as wild
and messy ns human emotion
could e packed up in a few curd-
board boxes and sent on its way,
is about to discover that it isn't
nice at all to try and fool around
with Mother Noture.

Perhaps the most unsettling
story in “Extremities” is a little
tale called “Teratisms.” To say
that this durk story centers vn
the monstrous is puttingr it mild-
ly, I suppose. It is one of the
most powerful horror stories 1
have read in years, mainly
because what is monstrous here
is #o chillingly plausible and so
snd at once. In it, two brothers
and o sister - and one of the
brothers with very odd nppetites,
indeed - share family secrets
that they desperately try to hide
in “nn cndless pavane danced
through ... Louisiann.” Even the
names of the towns in the mossy
parishes scem an essential part
of the horrific song, spoken us
they are by the “hungry” brother,
Alex: “Deleambre. Thibodaux ..
Abbeville ... Baton Rouge! ...
DeQuiney. Longville ... Bewel-
come ... Florian, Samtown,
Echo, Lecomte .7

Though Koja’s settings arc
nlmost always contemporary, at
least one story here takes place
partinlly in the distant pas.

It's every lawyer's nightmare,
Latreille said, speaking at a Nov,
7 Michigan Press Women meet-
ing at the Michigan Women's
Historical Center and Hall of
Fame in Lansing.

The woman admits to perjury
on the witness stand. “There are
twists und turns in the novel.
There's a surprisce ending,” the
author suid,

Latreille benefited from the
computer during his writing. *I
pot my first computer. That was
an important part for me.”

He generally wrote from 7 to
10 p.m. after finishing his doy at
the court. He went to the book-
store to find a book on secking
out an agent.

He wrote n one-pige summary
of his book when geeking to have
it published. “I might sond along
a four-page synopsis.” He fund
an agent, based in New York,
quickly.

The offer cume in from Crown,
followed by a lot of rewriting and
editing. Latreille had written the
book along the lines of a legal
procedure; he discovered it need-
ed to speed up in parts,

It took 15 months to get the
book to publication, hc snid,
ndding that 18 months to two
years ib typical.

Latreille was bothered by
changes in grammar and punc-
tuation during the editing pro-
cess but learned to live with it.

BOOK HAPPENINGS

Book Happenings features vari-
ous happenings at suburban
bookstores. Send news leads to
Hugh Gallagher. Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers Inc.,
36251 Schooleraft, Livonia, MI
48150, or fax them (o
(313)591-7279, or e-mail him at
hgallagher@oe. homecomm. net

BORDERS (BIRMINGHAM,

‘WOODWARD}
Sonnets & Other Sclections from
Shokespeare featuting sctors
from Wayne State University’s
Hilberry Theatre, 3 p.m. Sunday,
Nov. 15; Michael Whitty discuss-
es ensplriting your workplace,
7:30 p.m. Monday, Nov. 16;

Wings, 7 p.m. Wednesday, Nov.
18; Leonard Webnr discusses
“Genetic Privacy,” 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Nov, 19; Pam Opperer
of Prudentlal discusses myths
and secrets of money, 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 19 at the store
34300 Woodward, (248}203-
0005,

BORDERS (ROCHESTER HILLS)
Detroit Women Writers Open Mic
Night, 7:30 p.m, Tuesday, Nov.
17; Richard Paul Evans signs his
books “Yhe Locket™ and “The
Christmas Candlo,” 7 p.m. Friday,
Nov, 20; Eric Bookworm presents
*Sclence Discovery's Tropico!
Rainforest,* noon Saturdoy, Nov,
21 ot the store, 1122 S,

Rabbl lrwln Katsof
“Powerful Prayers,” 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 17; Gus Mallasls
discussos "On aWing & a
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Prayer,” his book about the Red

A

Road, Hins,
(24B)652-0558.
MURDER, MYSTERY & MAYHEM

Mystery group discusses lerllyn
Farmer's ~Sympathy for the

)

motely be a little enigm:
it's n pleasure to read, .
mainly due to Koja's densely tex-
tured literary palette and vye for
seleet detail, Also, passagies in
this stery
her poetic gifts, and her knowl-
edge of how word sounds and
rhythms can evoke scenes, emo-
tians, even differing time peri-
ods. In the story, a sleeping
beauty of a prince, his “hody
decamposed to candied light,
mysteriously foreshadows a 20th
Century ghostly deuble of bim-
self, o you ctor who scems as
wareachable, locked away and
inarticulate as the entombed
prince. The author stitches
topether here a sumptunux,
highly sensual literary quilt of
everything from “wilt and al
purple, flugs and tn d
shiny buntingz” to ice cream, TV,
telephones and tote hags, to
dusty castle floors, and the
“empty nestle of owls, stray
leaves and feathers, the detritus
of solitude and liht.”

With a subtle wand, Kojus
punctuates some of the colleetion
with her own brand of dry-
dust humor, which provides
delightful comic relief when it
comes. “Bird Superior” is a kind
cartoonish nightmare story i
which a Detroiter who mu
muy not have survived a p
crash discovers that he can actu-
ally fly. Though he seems literal-
Iy to be metamorphosing into a
birdbrain (“the simplest prob-
tems taking longer
prehend, much le
nevertheless, “definitely movingz
up,

5.

Victoria Diaz is a Livonia free
lance writer who spreializes i
book and theate
can reach her b
Y53-2045, then pr

voice mail at
1854,

Livingston County judge
realizes novel writing dream

“Believe it or not, the day
came it was on the hookshelves.”
That wax in late June and u
thrill for Latreille and his fami-

Y.

Fhe book wasn't a best seller
but got pood jews in Newsy
pers, i ng these in metrn
Detroit, including the Observer
& Eccentric, und the Chicago
Tribune. He didn’t press his con-
tacts at the Detroit papers to get
favorable publicity.

Latreiile described himself ns
a mid-list author, “They have
asked me for anather novel.”

The original title of “Perjury”
is “no relation to the current
events that are troubling our
nation,” hie suid. The book will be
out in paperbanck next year.
Latreilte said the book has been
well: xd in the legal com-
munity in which he moves,

His earlicr book focused on the
19603, and he has no plans to
pull it out and try to publish i
Latreille hag an idea for o new
book based on u bad experience
he had during his second year
n judge. It involved a murder-
suicide.

“If I had my druthers, T would
ratlier write about something
other than the law.” He'd like to
do a book on Central America,
which he has visited, Latreille
believes that region of the world
is too often overlovked in the
United States.

Ocovil,” 7 p.m, Thursday, Nov. 19
at the store 35167 Grand River,
Formington, {248)471-7210.

BARNES & NOBLE (NORTHVILLE)
Fiction book club discusses Kaye
Gibbons “Charms of the Easy
Life,” 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Nov.
18; Gus Moltasis signs his book
“On A Wing & A Prayer,” 7:30
p.m. Thutsdoy, Nov. 19; Jeffrey
Michaed performs on plano 7:30
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 21 ot the
store, Six Mile and Haggenty,
Narthville.

BOOK LECTURE
Mystery writer Willlam Kienzie
will speak 2 p.m. Sunday, Nov.
15, at the Livonla Civic Cente!
Library, 32777 Five Mile Road.
The program Is sponsored by the
Friends of the Livonla Libraries
and is free to members, Yearly
membesships cost $5 and are
available al thé door.



