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huve an excellent chance of beat-
ing o freeway ticket in Onkland
County if they contest it in court.

. Smart speeders know they Reason: State Police troopers

can't be in two or three diatrict
courts at once, 8o there's o
strong possibility the judge will
dismiss tho case when the ticket-
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writing trooper doean't show up.

“I've had 5,000 violations dis-
missed in a year,” Lt. Steve
Krafft, commander of tho Michi-
gan State Police metro north
post in Oak Park, told the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee Nov,
10

“One-third of the tickets are
challenged. They (violators)
know what's happening. I've had
days when 1 have 14 troopers,
and they're all in court. I've had
all the troopers in court at ouce.”

Kraift's post covers Onkland
and haif of Macomb County. It
patrols the 1-696, 1-75, 1-94 and
1-96 freeways. Any ticket is han-
dled by the district court in
which the stop is made.

Southenst Oakland County, in
particulnr, has many tiny cities,
cach with its own district court.
“There are three different judi-
cial districts within a mile,” said
Rep. David Gubow, D-Hunting-
ton Woods, who has a bill that
would help Krafft,

Krafft wants the Senate, in its
closing days of the 1998 session,
to adopt Gubow’s House Bill
5741, It.would give the state
court administrator, MSP and
loeal courts the option of desig-
nating which court a batch of
tickets would be assigned to
rather than the distriet where
the stop was made.

Senat didn’t like it. “Could
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a person who gets a ticket not
wind up in front of the local
judge?” asked Sen. Jon Cisky, R-
Saginaw, who tcaches law
enforecement in collegea.

“Yes,” said Gubow, “But venue
(location of the court hearing) is
not a constitutional right. We'd
be altering venue for citations
(only) by the Michigan State
Police. It would save the
resources of loeal government.”

“One-third (challenged)! Some-
body's writing bad tickets,”
Cisky snid.

Not so0, snid Krafft. Speeders
are wise to the fact that troopers
are spread over so many courts
that the tickets wil) be dismissed
where the traopers don't show

up.

“My troopers spend 40 percent
of their time in court,” Krafft
snid, adding that “48 percent of
my overtime cost is in court -
$150,000 a year.”

Even Sen. Mike Rogers, R-
Brighton, a former FBI agent,
wag unsympathetic to Krafft.
“We're going to inconvenience
people for the snke of the Ecnte
Police? I think we oughta get our
et together fiMt,” said Rogers,

Gordon Gotts, representing
the Michigan State Troopers
Association, faulted MSP admin-
istrators, “MSP has chosen to
close posts and open superposts
{like north metro). Management

“Freéway speeders beat the rap with increasing frequency

hns centralized the process. 1
question whether manngement
has done enough,” Gotta said.
“We don't view that (Gubow’s
bill) as something to be proud of
- picking the judge,” snid Gotts.
Sen. Gary Peters, D-Bloom-
field Township, was more sym-
pathetic to the bill. “It doesn’t
give me & lot of comfort to have
troopers scattercd acroas com-
munities’ courts. The key issue is

having troopers on the high- i

ways,” Peters snid,

The Gubow bill would amend
the judicature aet to allow nego-
tintion of the processing of MSP
tickets, It is narrowly crafted to
apply only to counties of moré¢
than 700,000 (Wayne, Oakland
and Macomb) and excludes
Detroit's 36 Distwict Court
beeause of its size.

Because district courts are
viewed ns revenue sources as
well as halls of justice, the bill
requires all affected funding
units (citics and townships) to
approve the agreement. They
miny cancel a deal on six months
notice. Sceing his members split,
chair William VanRegenmorter,
R-Jenison, took no vote, casting
doubt over whether the bill could
be reported out in time for a
final Senate vote. Refer to House
Bill 5741 when writing to your
state senator, State Capitol, PO
Box 30036, Lansing 48909.
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