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Shared revenues
Mayors are on right road

leaders recognize the interdependence

8 between suburbs and urban arens.

That was proven ngain when south Oak-
land County mayors, including Farmington
Mayor Mary Bush and Farmington Hills
Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi, hopped a bus Thuraday
morning for Lansing.

The mayors en masse hoped to malke a case
and a clear point in their unity, and their
unity with the larger, urban cities, such as
Pontinc and Detroit, for an equitable division
of state shared revenues.

Cities, townships and villages reccive
money from state sales tax revenues on a per
capita basis and they receive additional
money based on relative tax effort.

A state Senate bill - SB 1181 - would give
more money to growing suburban cities and
townshipa. But the state House passed HB
5989, giving Detroit $62.56 million each year
for the next six years.

Suburban mayors obviously recognize the
potential for a domino cffect. If Pontiac and
Detroit fall, s0 do the suburhs Wc are all tied

her as a regional i Tes-
idential and cultural area.

" Indeed the mayors’ arrival in Lansing to
oppose a couple state shared revenue bills is
ironic. These bills would do much to boost sub-
urban coffers. But they are destructive to
urban areas. Detroit could lose ag much ns $80
(million, under one bill.

Meanwhile, the Detroit R

Times have changed. Teday, suburban

1 Chamb:

The south Oakland mayors are
wise to hop on a bus and make a
case for urban areas. A look at our
suburhs [s not a glimpss of rural
utopia. Southfield, Farmington and
Farmington Hills, as well as Novi
and Troy, are more urban than
farmland.

Critics of state shared revenue complain
that cities with big local tax efforts — such as
Detroit — have been rewarded, saying it
rewards high taxes and inefficient burcaucra-

cy.

Critics of the state Senate plan complain
that the plan allows continued migration into
undeveloped arcas ~ in other words, urban
sprawl, leaving behind older infrastructures
that could be better used.

The south Onkland mayors are wise to hop
on a bus and make a case for urban arens. A
look at our suburbs is not a glimpse of rural
utopia, Southficld, Farmington and Farming-
ton Hills, as well as Novi and Troy, are more
urban than farmland.

A plan that does not punish urban areas,
such as Detroit and Pontiac, is a wise course
for the Oakland mayors to pursue, It won't be
long before these suburban citics will suffer
from age, cspccmlly with infrastructure, and

.

of Commerce, as well ng the Lansing Regional
Chamber and the Michigan Chamber of Com-
merce, have all come out in support of older
cities ond the need to preserve their state-
shared revenues.

loss of and busi to
continued migration,
The domino effect is a real possibility as
suburban Detroit ages. As Bush aptly put it:
“So goes Detrait, so goes this whole area.”

~of larger cities.
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‘Bused: Farmington Hills Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi accompanies Farmington Mayor
:Mary Bush and Novi Mayor Kathlcen MeLallen to Lansing to argue on behalf

here’s an ironic twist to an old quotation

attributed to Mark Twain, America's fore-
'most man of letters in the 19th Century

*When I was a boy on the Mi. ippi River,

‘We embrace our education

least efficient in the world, earning subsis-
tence livings, Under President Abraham Lin-
coln, the nnhon aet up land grant colleges and
jon services to make Amer-

*there was a proposition in a township to dis-
*continue public schools because they were too
sexpensive. An old farmer spoke up and said if
.!hey stopped building the schools, they would
»not save anything because every time a school
‘was closed, a,)ml had to be built,

+ Theirony is that Michigan pnson mmntca
iare laining nbout the di i

chk of course offerings for those who wunt to
-enm high school diplomas or GED certificates.
- The problem is immediate. The Michigan
-Legmluture passed a law this year requiring
~uvury capable inmate seeking a parele to have
-u high schoo! diploma or GED, Prison inmates
'know gometimes better than us on the out-
-mdo that if you can't get the courses, you can't
‘l.-nrn the diploma, ond you can’t get out and
‘hald a job,

3 'The thought strikes home as we observe
‘American Education Weck, Few nations in the
‘world have lifted themselves up by their
‘social, economic and political bootstraps
sthrough the education system as has the Unit-
‘cd States of Americn,

:  Once, American farmers were among the

ican fnrmers the most efficient in the world -
and our people the best fed.

American states, beginning with Michigan
in the 18308, made a commitment to freo pub-
lic education. The states declared education to
be a stnta interest, not;uat a frill.

1f public education is a state interest, it
isn't & monopoly. American states have
refused to outlaw privato schools, parochial
schools and even *home schooling.” Non-public
schools are regulated with a very light hand.

Our system haa deliberately targeted the
brightest for college —~ and succeeded. If in the
process we neglected job training for the rest,
we hava been in the process of making
amends during the last 10 years.

1If America is beautiful for amber waves of
grain and fruited plains, it's also beautiful
because it has educnted its people, through
idealism and taxes, in how to manage and pre-
serve its natural assets. As the Michigan Con-
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Stop the swearing

am a sixth-grade student at East Middle

School in Farmington Hills. I have a growing
concern for the use of swearing in school by
my peers.

It is not unusual for me to hear “Box o--" or
“ F---d" you as students pass from class to
class, out of a teacher's hearing.

Although tliere are school rules prohibiting
the use of awear words, some students think
it'a cool, or just don't care nbout the rules.

The use of swear words by 13, 12- and 13-
year-olds is not necessary. It is a form of ver-
bal abuse and harassment.

In my opinion, a good solution to this prob-
lem would be for the students to become more
aware of the issue by taking charge and being

ible for their bulary. The stud
nl‘ull schools need to respect each other by
climinating all swearing.
Stephanic Weessie
Farmington Hills

Thanks for approval

e the cafeteria staff at Dunckel Middle
School would like to thank you for pass-
ing the school millage and for Dunckel Middle
School’s wonderful new kitchen and serving
lines. We have just moved in and we are con-
stantly amnzed and delighted with our new
working space. A lot of people have worked
very hard to make this possible for us, the
Board of Education, our principal, Pam O'Mal-
ley, and nutrition services Supervisor Deb
Larson, But it was you, the voters who made
this whole process possible and we do want
you to know that we appreciate everyone and
everything.
Kathleen Bandero
Diane Hay
Sandy Rogala
cafeteria staff

Overwhelming injustice

nce in a while somgthing happens and you

know it would be wisdom to just keep out
of it, but the overwhelming injustice won't let
you rempin silent. This is where I find myself
now,

After giving this community and the people
who live here 13 years of honest, dedicated
and creative service Terry Sever deserves
much better than he is getting. Let's review
some history.

‘When it was decided to have an ice arena
Terry used his car, his gaseline and hmo away

states and try to become better informed
about the ice arenas and their costs so we
could get the best product for the best price.
After presenting his information, the ice arena
that had been an $8 million project, became a
$6 million project.

We were about to renew a contract with
Mercy Center or build a smaller facility with-
out a pool for the senior citizen program when
Terry pushed for buying Mercy Center. That
center now scrves many of our community
needs.

Terry also promoted the Founders Sports
Park and worked very hard to get ball fields in
and available for the kids ahead of schedule.
He helped to launch the Grand River corridor
improvements and initiated the Woodland
Hills praperty purchase.

When the Public Safety millage needed a
boost Terry organized a door to door campaign
that helped put it over the top resulting in
more police officers on the street, a new fire
station and more fireman and EMS available
for all of us.

Recently when the Library millage wns on
the ballot, Terry was also on the ballot run-
ning for County Commissioner. He stopped
working on his own campaign and worked sev-
eral days for the Library millage to assure its
passage. Terry was always there thinking,
working and doing his very best for this city.

How with all that and much more that
could be snid do I think Terry Sever would all
of a sudden do something that is not in the
best interest of this community he loves? 1
don't think 5o, do you?

It is amusing to some people to think and
say and write the worst about politicians, add
to that the word developer and some people
can get really in a frenzy.

Careful study of the facts will show Terry
never did vote on any project of Phoenix Land
Development after he became a consultant,
that he did discuss his plans with the city
attorney, who informed him he could do con-
sultant work for a development even while on
council, but could not vate on their projects,
which he did not.

There was concern stated this could give a
developer inside information, There is no
inaide information. All the requirements set
forth by Council were made available to any-
ono who wanted to submit a project.

Perhaps given a chance te do it over Terry
and Phoenix Land Development would do
some things differently. Hindsight is a good
teacher, but this rush to judgment and the
nssault on Terry's integrity and motives are
unfair and undeserved.

Remember the old joke, if you are in politica
and want a friend, buy a dog. Well, last week I
did, so I'm covered. I hope Terry has one too,

Nancy Bates
Farmington Hills
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OUR MISSION: “Because we publish community newspapers, we think about community journalism

m a fundamentally different way than our bigger

2

stitution decrecs, “schools and tho means of
education shall forover be encouraged.”

ition. They ider th lves to be

g in to write the unusual or

"p from the stories and
ional and then dashing off to cover

ﬂu-y cover, pi

g else. We regard oursclves as both accurate

Journalists and as caring citizens of the communities where we work.”

— Philip Power




