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POINTS OF VIEW

Democrats need to figure out how to involve others

he caller was a well-known
Tcolumniut for a Detroit daily
neswspaper.

':"’I‘hinga can scarcely get worse for
the Democratic Party,” he started off.
“First, Fieger gets whomped by
Engler. Then Democrats lose the
House and their working majority on
the Supreme Court, Come New
Year's, the Republicans will be in con-
trol of the entire apparatus of state
government, When are ordinary peo-
ple going to take the party back from
the UAW?"

:Good question, It's especially good
because the fotks atop organized labor
in: Michigan continue to refuse to
speak to reporters from ecither Detroit
daily newspapers on the grounds that
the newspapers conducted unfair
labor practices in winning the strike.

curious reporters.

Those Democrats who do speak to
reporters are generally unanimous in
asserting that their party needs to be
“revitalized,” a code word meaning
ensing the organized Inbor's strangle
hold. Non-labor party activists have
been comploining for years that orga-
nized labor would rather control the
party apparatus top to bottom rather
than share power and win elections.

it was not always thus, Way back
in the 1950s, Democratic Party Chair-
man Neil Staebler, Gov. G. Mennen
Willinms and UAW President Walter
Reuther worked out a kind of collec-
tive lendership for the party. Orga-
nized Jabor had a seat at the table, to
be sure, but other groups — blacks,
women, farmers, even business and
professional people — aluo sat in.

“No scab newspapers” o Iy
mians not having to answer poten-

tially embarrassing questions from

D might be contentious, but
no one group dominated.
It worked. Democrats experienced

great guccess for more thun a decade.
Then gradually for organized labor
and especinlly in the UAW, the idea
gol around that it was more “respon-
sible” for labor to run things directly
without going through the inconve-
nicnt process of consultation.

The traditional way political par-
ties reach conclusions is by holding
conventions, But organized labor still
dominates purty conventions.

One method might be to adopt

system uscd in England to preat
cffect by Tany Blair while he was
wrenching the Labor Party out of the
thrall of organized labor and convert-
ing it into a successful, middle closs
party.

The Labor Party operates through
conventions, and something called the
Parliamentary Labor Party, consist-
ing of all Labor Members of Parlia- .
ment. Unlike the British trade
unions, Labor Party MPs have a com-
mon and compelling interest in win-
ning electiona,

Maybe Michigan Democrats should
hold & convocation of all elected
Democratic officeholders. Their over-
riding common bond ~— an interest in
reforming the party so as to win elec-
tions — would provide them a good
starting point to analyze what's going
wrong with the Democratic Party.
Their collective standing as Democra-
tic officeholders might immunize

Spouse to city’s second top banana bids goodbye to glitz

cople rarely pause to consider
Pthe valuable behind-the-scenes

. work performed by the spouses
of elected officinls. But just as Vicki
Barnett's highly productive term as
mayar pro tem of Farmington Hills
copes to a close this month, so does
my considerably less illustrious term
as the city’s second spousae.

‘Not that residents will natice
much. In fact, carly on, my son had
irreverently taken to calling me the
“Fourth Bonnna." When first asked
why, this apple of my eye replied with
typically impeccable eighth-grade
mith logic, “You're the second banann
to the second banana!™

“This never fails to crack him up.

‘My term as the Tipper Gure of this
not-so-banana republic has been, to
coptinue mixing fruit metaphors, a
veritable bowl of cherries. While
Mnyor Pro Tem Barnett immersed
herself in the nitty gritty of city eco-
ndmic development, traffic congestion,
oil wells nnd sewage disposal, 1

plunged heading into the heady life of
an MPT's spouse: the state dinners,
the endless procession of stretch limos
in the driveway, the mayor's kitchen
cabinet meeting ~ literally — in the
kitchen, the glitterati, the paparazzi
... Ah, life in the fust lane of Farming-
ton Hills!

OK, OK, so I cxaggerate a tad,
Actually, life this past year has been
anything but glitz and glamour, more
tike life in a fish bowl than in a fast
lanc. Residents routinely stop me nt
the supermarket or Harrison High
football games to share a zoning,
cracked sidewalk or other problem.
“Just ask Vicki,” they invariably urge.

And 1 do. Vicki cats this stuff up,
Consequently, our pitlow tallk has
become rather drab of late - and cer-
tainly much less exciting than Bill
and Hillary's, or even All and
Tipper's. Those nocturnat sweet noth-
ings sor turn into di ions of
sour gas wells or trash removal. Even
our coffee table, once a prized reposi-

confronted, like Nixon in China, by at
least five obligatory toasts to cach
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tory of art, culture and faux sophisti-

cation, has now deteriorated to the
point where its highlight is Solid
Waste Technology magazine.

Of course, my term has not been
catirely devoid of solid achievement.
First, I managed, albeit barely, to not

commit any major breach of diplomat-

ic protocol at the Mayor's Exchange

Day dinner with City of Petoskey offi-
cials. That was no small feat actually,
considering that I, a non-drinker was

city's delegation. After the fourth or
fifth, I was scized by an impulse to
hurl my champagne glass into Cafe
Cortina's fireplace, But such unspeak-
able near-blunder was squelched in
mid-launch by Vicki's quick thinking
— and a gentle, but well-placed elbow
to my rib. Alas, peace still reigns
between our two great cities.

Even more important, like every
self-respecting Fourth Banana, I suc-
cessfully embarked upon a Project.
You know ~ Tipper has her musical
rating system. After much agonizing,
1 decided upon a project befitting my
low station in municipal life.

SAVE THE REDSIDE DACE!

So it’s not exactly the majestic blue
whale in the boundless sea, but this
tiny, unassuming critter, now found
only in that glorificd local ditch, the
Seeley Drain, is literally our last-ditch
defense against waste pollution from
our upstream neighbors in Commerce

them against retribution by orgenized: o
labor.,

Morcover, many Democratic Party
officeholders are th 1 bors
of unions. Their presence at a conves
cation would serve as proof that, ns n
practical matter, any move to reform
the Michigan Democratic Party must
include organized labor a3 an impor-,
tant part of the coalition. N

For years now, organized labor has
becen at the center of the Michigan ™
Democratic Party. The problem is
that it has been a center without any
circumference. Figuring out how to
include other folks in is the essential
first step in any process of reform.  *

Phil Power is chairman of Home- *
Town Communications Network Inc.)”
the company that owns this newspa-
per, He welcontes your cornments,
cither by voice mail at (734} 953-
2047, Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppots*
er N

and glamour

Township. You sce, the effluence of
Commerce's affiuence pouring inte ™
the drain threatens the dace with
extinction — a legal no-no. .
So 1 undertook various efforts to
popularize the cause, such as my pro-
posal to make the redside dace the
official fish of Farmington Hills.

I s00n teave office to become, sigh,
just another council member's spousé.
. Just one of n number of Sixth .
Bananas, if you will. There is some
small regret — one year, after all, is '
hardly enough time to save an entire’
species. But I Lave come to see our '
mayor, mayor pro tem and city council
for what they are: hardworking, dedi-
cated and caring. '

And I have finally lenrned the most
important Jesson of Fourth
Bananaism, the cssence of the job: No
matter the problem, no matter how
great or small the question ... Just ask

icki.
Mark Steckloff, an attorney, is Vieki
Burnett's better half. H
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That’s why Philip Morri
program called Gateway: Pat

: Gateway materials available at no cost to co;
: Philip Morris provides an easy way for adult !
step to literacy-and the first step to a better life.

TACYLILIER
RILTYCALEI
ILLITERACY

The number of lives affected by illiteracy is staggering. One out of
every five Americans has difficulty reading and writing* For them,
life can feel like an endless series of obstacles.

: But these people can leam-all they need is someonc who can give
them the confidence to take the first step.

s Companies Inc. developed a learning
hs to Adult Learning. By making the
mmunity organizations,
learners to take the first

If you would like to volunteer to help someone, or if you know of
somecone who needs help, call 1-800 ’ '
about Gateway, or contact your local literacy coalition.

-671-6200 for more information

New Multi-Line Packs. :
What better way to help your loved
ones understand the value of sharing.

« Have up to five phones on one account
* Share minutes between plan users ‘
s Receive one monthiy bill for 2l lines

» Includes a host of free calling features

« Can provide significant savings ks

300

Plus Ad

%45 /mo. First Line

MONTHLY MINUTES

ditional Lines at $18/mo,

1200 MONTHLY MINUTES

*99/mo. First Line
Plus Additional Lines at $29/mo.
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AMERITECH CELLATAR:
HIGHEST OVERALL CUSTOMER SATISPACTION
AMONG CELLULAR USERS IN DETROIT

CLEARPATH
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eritech. -
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T wockd o techinoogy,
pecple make the differmace:

191 Crvmn Somdat

Lafsm e, Hocamd, Ok, 4 O Dok s Boyas amies, wve Jpowm cob 1171 Ao iy .
GET A-$50 REBATE ON SELECT CLEARPATH DIGITAL' PHONES DURING NOVEMBER!.
Available at over 400 locations, including the following SEARS stores,
Ann Navi Trey :
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Arbor
B1mrwond Shoppeng Contwr
900 Bsarmood Curcle
7349940081

Dearbom

fa rhane Town Canver

18900 Machigon Avs . Sie §
3134411520
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Gunores Vobey Shappng Centec
3191 S Lincden Food
2107332028
Unxoln Park
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2100 Soumheld Food
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Uvonia

Urvonia Mol
20500 W Seven Mo Rood
2484712917

CALL 1-800 - MOBILE-1"
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for additional locations near you.
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