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For your holiday planning con-
venience, let's climinate those of
you who won't care if Jonathan
Toylor Thomas makes it hame
for Christmas.

Teenage girls will likely pass,
having decided that the middle
son from TV's “Home Improve-
ment” has peaked as an idol.
Likewise adolescent boys, who
don't know what the gitls saw in
him in the first place. Most
adults won't buy Thomas as o
college student — not while his
voice is still changing,

So who does that leave? Only
kids who can’t read this anyway,
and their grandmothers. But
there are lots of kids and grand-
mas wha'll want to see-not rent-a

family film, and there is enongh
in this reverse “Home Alono™ plot
to make it a “could-see,” if not 8
“must-see.”

Instead of an cight-year-old
being le®t home alone to battle
burglars on Christmas Eve,
Thomas is a wiseguy frecshman
at a West Coast school who's left
alone in the desert to battle n
three-day deadline: he must
make it home to suburban New
York for Christmas Eve dinner.

15 he that homesick? Not hard-
ly. In fact, he cashed in his air-
plane ticket to rent a condo in
Cebo San Lucas for him and his
too-trusting girlfriend Allic (Jes-
sica Biel). But dad (Gary Cole of
“The Brady Bunch” movics)}
wants son Jake home so badly
that he promises him the keys to

the vintage 1967 Porache they
rebuilt together if the dendline is
met.

To which we ask: why? Juke ia
a first-clags heel, tho school's
scam artist who sells fake IDs
and test answers to dumb jocka,
The girlfriend’s got it right when
she tells him, “*you don't have one
decent chromosome in your
DNA.” But every few minutes
they eut back to his family mop-
ing around the Christmas tree in
hopes that son Jake soon will be
there,

Meanwhile Jake, a3 noted, has
been stranded in the southern
Californin desert in a glued-on
Santa suit, the object of revenge
by the jocks after one of his
schemes was sabotaged by rival,
Eddie (Adom LaVorgna). In the

ensuing cross-country trck, Jake
meots up with all manner of
weirdoes, from a car-full of elder-
ly Vegua-bound Tom Jones fanot-
ica (including the wonderfully-
cranky Kathleen Freeman, who's
been doing this forever) to a Sad
Sack singing cop. All the while,
Allic and Eddie are heading east
also, barely a step ahead in hig
Pathfinder, and their ride togeth-
er suggests that he-Eddie-is a
much better match for Allie than
out-for-himself Jake.

Thomas has obviously learned
much by hanging around Tim
Allen, but attempting to copy
Allen’s style of off-hand quips is
like a kid trying on dod's pants
when they're still too big.
Maocauley Caulkin earried
“Home Alone” in large part
beeause the character was writ-
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In a hurry: Jake

ALAN MARKFIELIYDISNEY ENTERPISES, e,

Wilkinson (Jonathan Taylor Thomas}

Journeys across the country in a Santa Claus suitin
“P'll Be Home for Christmas.”

PARAMOUNT PICTURES AND VIACUM INTERNATTONAL INC.
Animated feature: Lil (left), Chuckie, Tommy and Phil
star in “The Rugrats Movie.”

waonts to marry her, the ather to kill ber.
The trio’s tives intertwine In uncapecicd
ways that are orchestrated by the broth-
ers' highly cceentric mother, Stars Drew.
Barrymore, Catherne O'Hor,

“THE LAST EMPEROR®

Bernardo Bertoluced's director's cut of
the Acodemy Award-winning drama
ased on the life of Py Yi, the child who
wais the last emperor of China.

“A BUG'S UFE"

Computer-animated comedy centenng
around a misfit ant as he tries to save
his calony trom a grecdy gong of
grasshoppers.

*VERY BAD TH!NOS®

Savage comedy obout five men who turn
on eoch other after a bachelor party
goes hartibly wrong. Stars Christion
Stater, Comeron Diaz.

*BABE: PG IK THE CITY"

The sequel to tho 1995 hit as Babe trav-
©¢ls to an overseas state fair ta demon-
strate hls sheepherding abilities.

=JERRY SPRINGMASTER: RINGMASTER®
Comedy about @ woman who suspects
foul ploy between her husband and
daughter, and thelr venture onto o
famous TV tolk show. Stars Jerry
Springer,
Scheduled to open Fuday, Dec. 13
*WAKING NED DEVINE®

A comedy fable about the 1rue meaning
of fortune. Someone in a small Jrish
town wins a lottery 0nd the towns pco-
ple want to share.

to open Friday, Dec. 18
“JACK FROST®
Fantasy sdventure about d man who
becomes a real father after returning 10
life as o cooler guy than he'd ever imog:
Ined possible - bolow freezing to be pro-
cise, Stars Michael Keaton.

“YOU'VE GOT MAIL®

A romantic comedy about two book
store owners, fivals who occidentally
fall in love in cyberspace with Tom
Hanks and Meg Ryan,

Medeski, Martin and Wood
perform on Backstage Pass

for their music. Medeski, Martin
and Wood, more often referred to
as MMW, have created their
newest record, “Combustication,”
and so far it has received rave
reviews from eritics.

In the group’s bio Martin snys
that the key to MMW's succesa
is band chemistry. “We admire
each other, It's like a family.
We're here to play music, but
we're also friends. All of our
compositions are collaborations
that we spontancously develop
on the rond or in the studio.
Everyone contributes and every-
ane balances each other out. But
what's really important is that
we feel comfortable trying new
things together. Medeski ndded,
“That's right. We could scttle for
just being n grooving organ trio.
But that would be too cnsy. We
not only like the challenge, but
we're sceking new ways to
express ouracives.”

Bnckstage Pass’ music produc-
cr Ron Pangborn offered, “The
jazz orgon trio of Medeski, Mar-
tin and Wood hns something
curious nbout them, and that is
the fact that they can appenl to
a much younger gencration.
Those that can apprecinte the
Gratoful Dead and the Dave
Matthows Band can also appre-
cinte MMW. These guys arc on o

ten so well. Jake's conversion
from rat to loving son and
boyfriend is far out even for Dis-
ney, and Thomaa is in over his
head as the male lead.

That auli‘d, the youngest movie-
goers will still find some fun
stufl here, from trained buzzards
to a 6k run with hundreds of

- Santas to a Christmas parade
Ragon? o CARPENTER'S VAMPIRES
Hational Amusements CHOST OFDCKINS (0) cuRImAmLTA ok i | T e finale.
i | MGG il R r
BRIDE OF CHUCKY {I ICAL MACIC {PG13) (4)
themeast KICHT ATTHE GOTBURY Sar Winchster ANTL PG RV ) COMING ATTRACTIONS
M‘% [41)) 1345 MM;&M Wkhegter ]
. Nov.
Rt Uty R0 Bd | aeiecommismeseon A6 LR IR LATARS O TS HAPPINESS (HC1, ———'—’_S;m!ﬁzgzﬂ }:mmy o 20
“ﬁ’-lnlﬁu %ﬁ'&ﬁgé\ﬁ:ﬁh VElVETWlDI.IM?I) Fitm starring ﬂnnynanlnlnmc. Dorathy
M\rﬂﬁg“n” ! o AERICAN HISTORY K (R) Dandrldge, James Mason, Joan Fontalne
Contros and Joan Caliins to be shown 7 p.m, Fri-
- S Y KETLLBLORLEOR Iull“ "\t&m aronmmwiona | day, Hov, 20 o the Sauthield Centia or
e, NP THE WIZASD OF OZ (€} i Beminchen ChidenUnder 6 bt Adnized tr"c’:\ncs, zqsi’:g so\gnhc'\u Ro’a:. Part
VILBEHONERORCHRITHAS | eind.chimnpd. | WHATDRCAMS HAYCONE UL6H3N O e o Resrantio Dest
) 13791060 pa13) 42 et o P s Cronsle Ginoma Sorlcs, Tickets §3 nd
1STILL KHOW WHAT YOU DID Vg Hutpees 02 Jom&mmx Magle Ar Cinema ssic Cinema Serles. Tickots 522
f s k. include light refreshments. Calt (248)
LAST SURNER (R) hows Unid 6 VAMPIRES (%) Ot Maase ket by hone! AW hgle Wl Teegzh | 424.9022 for tickets.
MEET JOE SLACK (PG13) Contiis Mﬂ:‘; RUSHEOUR {FG13) ummmm!w\mu tooad HY ets.
LIVIHG OUT LOVD (§) treSomwed Do bl St | PRACTICALMACIC {PG13} MageeCardreadt (0258 srthurge U5 XN *THE CRUISE®
SIECE () ANTZ {PG) wlxgytoa tdeghone s} DISCORAD SHS Exclusively at the Maple Art Theatee.
WATERBOY (P81 MIEEY JOE BLACK (P13 Bennett Ailler's homemade, video-
VOB oroL () T o NPMTIOLBAOK (K1) | HISBEAUTELIGS) | tonsod cocumentary chionicles thu e
oLy VIATEREOY (PGH3 THERE'S SORETIONG ABOUT |, TAEASANTVILLE (PGt CITUZEN KANE (KR and times of an eccentric New Yark City
VAMPIES (N K THE WATLRBOY (P613 THE IMPOSTERS {8 tour guido.
AL e ot A () KP THEWILASD 0F 02 (G} ®
'mm“‘m"&”") ANT2(PG) QRO RO TS ",',,"W“*ﬁ ouTlom () | ciremmhana ;Ex:lualv?l;"nl the Main Art Theatre, His-
. mmu(:(cp)m) RUSH HOUR (P613) 's, lwmmiﬂ[l] $ torlcol drama that chronicies how o
N queen overcame Internal consple-
(AL M SR WO TS Ualted Arlts Theates PRACTICAL MACIC (PC13} Ostord JCinemas LLG, 12: assassinotion attempts ond forelgn
: I, " . to emergo as ona of Europe’s
oy - Lipeer 1 (24) most power ful monarchs during the
J 16th century. Stars Cote Blanchette,
nfuv;vmﬁ::;u ”&"’m{;"mﬁ FS{PH%% Geoflrey Rush, Joseph Fienes, Righard
Mochign f T e W MR THEATRES DETROTS LOWEST FESTRUN Attenborough.
3561349 Ew oo FAXES BNQIUONG TWLCHT =ENEMY OF THE STATE”
it | i | S190Er 108150 ACSHOKAL | Action cram rom producet Jeiry Brock:
i 7] N Irexrped Jsde Oatand M 33561720 heimer obout how o chance encaunter
- Cortrunes Sows Dy d 2409880706 $10006pn WATEREQY (PC13) with an old friend destroys ano attor-
Lt Sowin bt bkn " Aﬁﬁf\fﬁf‘zﬁm Mm’l‘g%w"&lg]ﬂﬁ ney’s life when ho Is framed for murder.
N 03 WILAT YOU 3 e 5 Stars Will Smith, Gene Hackman, Jon
I AT YO L e n S0V () Vorgt, Seot Coan, Reging King.
MEETJ0E BLACK (PC13) hesgsun ) Srovines T W
) medy written an
%ﬁgﬂé Homewrdg 6 riteda K13l [ SIMON BRCH (PG} RONDI(§) Vioody Allen set in New York witn oll-
BELLY (R) hedtisdabm wmnores | | MASKOFTORRO(PG13) star cast including Kenneth Branogh,
an] WP SECE(R) i ASRBUD GOLDEN RECENVER (€) M&U!P!fl%ll%% gmnaw. Lccr:‘nma DiCaprio, Melanie
. RUSH HOUR (PG13Y) K0 WATERBOY {FC13) Hw 542990; cdtfith, Winona Ryder.
. L 13 R R TS TS : “THE RUGRATS MOVIE®
OURE (RTINS ) oupersHOnE | Fulllength animoted feature bosed on
THE MICHTY (PG13) Snlted Attty the popular Nickelodeon serles.
)
nside Tvehve Gaks Mol Scheduled to open Wednesday, #ov. 25
PRACTIAL WA (Pat3) w301 e
Showsaie Pontix 1.5 7501 el R, (HOME FRIEY
T | WO | mewmmorgc sneh e i o nene o
THE SEEGE () WV "
8103320241 LIVING OV LOUD (R) Y 24 Hoar Sorle Loe
i Watees THERE'S SOMETHING
B, | i |
sound Makes for the Best
1 5TIL KNOW WHAT TOU D0 Morle Experience n Oakland
LAST Sta0ER (1) Tty
By S Rochester il D2SLT S DY
() by Cice A oW WiAT YU
) Hoorewdesp banidie Mt 0D LiST
Ayl NP 1L EEHOME FOR e Hollo agoinl It
P 2Block st of Midiebet CHESTMAS BACKSTAGE | N f
UTRET PASS B time for
NP MEET 02 BLACK (PG13 KP MEET JOE BLACK (PG13) > another preview
N SSTILLINOWWRATTOU | wrryjor sack ez | 1 THEWATERSOT (P13 of Backstage
Showaant Pontix €12 DID LAST SUNBER |mmm‘)ou NP THE WAZARD OF 02 (G Pass an Detroit
2403 Tograph hd. xt sdeof »mmm&gc 3 | DoAY SR (1) RV 1P THESEGE Public_Televi-
RPLVINGOUTLOUD (M) | THE WATERBOY. S?)w sion. This is a
$10354 wn!SRE((I’)‘ WAZARD OF OZ {C) NY must-sec show
ey KP PLEASANTVALLE (PG13) THE SRS ﬂ{ that you aro def-
+A Son i gm I%iﬂ (lW's initely not going
Showsi & S AMPIES ji to want to miss,
e %anw ANN B° cll&)cea use
L B HOME FOR QTS mw&c’cn)w w&m okl your VCRs or
- Star fonthfield RUSH HOUR (P13) remembper  to
. miong | ki hnd O this weeks show we b
. 8 wee. ow we have o
| WATEREOY (K13) TEILSUR trio of musicinns that can appent
+* WIZARD 0% OZ{(C N crendr e i r Vba & Manterand Aceepted to just about any nge group and
D PACTICALMAGK (13} | skt | DsedAdimCommeny | ——————— n legendary trumpet artist whe
" monnencron |y oy oot | ot e oo Tass and Tk together. Also
et oo theinenecion of a bohind tho scenes look at the
: WMITRLRAC(NE) | el logen il wanmadi 27 Dotroit area kids that will bo
: s 'om'r!u"fs' .m& i performing with the Harlom
3 “':’I'",z‘ P RATRIOT 1) M;,g"’m Moot dows s pm. Nuteracker Troupo ns well as
. 4 T -V?,,\,,,,,d arieTdzing Mol the ghost fram Christmas future
3 s Ut & K VAZADD OF 0L will stop by to give ua all a show
L Conduous Shows P LVING OUT LOVD NEET 08 BLACK ISJW from “A Christmas Carol.”
- ¥ 15TIUL KNOW WHAT YOU Medeski, Martin and Wood,
Lute Shows Wed Thrs L e Sa | NP JOKN
. VAMPRES Wmmfww three names that can pretty
BEHOMEFOR GHIESTMAS | PLEASANTVALE (KG13) UL 88 ot much stop traffic in the world of
it S2OVD W’M LY jazz, and we have them on the
I Y0000 mamm@mm mﬁ% anky show. The tight knit group hail-
1~ ANTL ing from New York has often
® THEWIZALD 06 O
-2 SEE . RISH HOUR (P613) NI T L0 (‘73’ boen cnlled more funk than jazz,
S 1 but sither way there is not a
W soul debating that these guye
" aro gotting international praise
o ' y n ’ J

major electric tour with a DJ,
but for their Backstage Pasa
sghow they are going to so an
acoustic show for us. They are
really excited about that
because they can really get into
thia especinlly since they haven't
had many chances to do thot on
this taur.”

Also stopping by to do a live
studio performance is Donald
Byrd. Donald is o Detroit jonzz
legend and he is going to debut
“A Voynge of Discovery, The Col-
lection of Donald Byrd™ at the
Focus: Hope Gallery, This will be
the firat time Donald wiil dis-
play his extensive personal col-
lection of African American and
African art for the public to
view,

Ron Pangborn hns set up an

ble to -

ny Byrd in our studio, “Wo have
a great group to back up Donald.
Teddy Harris is going to be on
the piano, Marian Hayden on
bass and drummer George Davi-
son.”

This week's show 18 just going
to blow the roof off any house
that is tuncd into Detroit Public
Televigion. You can catch this
week's show Sunday at 7:30,
Thursdny at 6:30 and oncoe more
Friday at midnight.



