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Scrapbook about Trapp famlly
tells real ‘Sound of Music’ story
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produces a blend of beautiful
sounds but also lives the values
of gaadness and solidarity that
music inspires, that group is
bound to capture our attention,

I'm referring, of course, to the
Trapp Family Singers — seven
daughters, three sons, and their
parents — who gained world-wide
fame in the '40s8 and '50s
through their unbentable vccnl
and instrumental per|

torin] history is now available
entitled “The World of the Trapp
Family,” Written by Michigan
historinn and teacher William
Anderson (“Laura Ingalls Wilder
Country,” “The World of Louisa
May Alcott™), this 168-page ,
notebook-size volume records the
entire family saga, starting with
its 19th century progenitor
{grandfather and naval hero
Auguate van Trapp) and endm;.
with current news of the surviv-
ing members of the family and
their numerous offspring. It
clarifies the cvents that occurred
in Austrin and deseribes the
family's varied experiences in
the United States. Truly, itisa
story that inspires us with exam-
ples of human virtue: courage,

‘love, and adaptability.

As family friend, Anderson
had nccess to the personsl mem-
ories of fumlly mcmbcr» as well
as to hund, in

and the personal mugic they cre-
ated on the stage. But it was
through “The Sound of Music,”
first o Brondway play and then a
movie seen by over 220 million
people, that the Trapps became a
household word.

We all know how Maria, a 22-
year-old erphan and aspiring
nun, became the wife of a
wealthy aristocrat und the moth-
er of hix seven children, We're
alsa aware of the family's clan-
destine escape from Nazi-occu-
pied Austrin to the United
States. But movies are, by
necessity, forced to condense and
distort, leaving many viewers
curious nbout the facts and, in
the case of the von Trapps, inter-
ested in the future life of this
indomitable family.

For those who missed reading
Maria von Trapp’s engaging
accounts {between performing
and parenting, she managed to
write six books), a delightful pic-

BOOK HAPPENINGS

the von Trapp files. 'l‘hc-u~ pic-
tures, alung with professional
color phatos of Austria and the
Trapp home in Vermont, add
interest to an already leIy text.
1t's like having the family album
in your hands!

Significant rand markers in
the saga include:

eMusic influenced the von
Trapp children long before Maria
arrived. Their mother, nee
Apnathe Whitehead (whose
grandfather invented the torpe-
do) played pinno and vielin and
sang folk songs with her sisters.

oMaria was engoged to nssist
anly one of the children, the ail-
ing; second daughter whose name
was nlso Marin. Anderson
writes, “Although her role was to
be young Maria's tutor, she
quickly bonded with nll seven
children.  She scemed like a big
sister, telling interesting storics,
playing games, answering ques-
tions, and joining in with their

Book Happenings features vari-
ous happenings at suburban
bookstares. Send news leads to
Hugh Gallagher, Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers Inc.,
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI
48150, or fax them to
(313)591-7279, or e-mail him at
hgaiiagher@oe. homecomm, net

BORDERS (BIRMINGHAM,

WOODWARD)
Discussion of Rebecea Wells'
“Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya
Sisterhood,” 2 p.m. Sunday, Nov.
22; Former governor and ambas-
sador to Canada James Blanchard
discusses his new book “Behind
the Embassy Door,” 6 p.m,
Monday, Nov. 23; at the store

34300 Woodward, (248)203-
0005

BORDERS (ROCHESTER HILLS)
New Age Fair, 10 a.m. te 4 p.m.
Sunday, Nov, 22; women’s read-
ing group discusses Marge
Piercy’s “Fly Away Home,” 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 24 at the store,
1122 S. Rochester Road,
Rochester Hills, {248)652.0558.

COOPERSMITH'S {LIVONIA)
Gus Mollasis signs his book “On
A Wing and a Prayer,” 2 p.m.
Saturdoy, Nov. 28, at the store,
Laurel Park, Six Mile and
Newburgh.

BORDERS (FARMINGTON HILLS)
Chalm Potek signs and discusses
his book “Zebra & Other Stories,”

singing.”

*The Trapp I‘mmly began ity
singing career in Austria during
the Depression. Financial col-
lnpse lef them with little more
than their home in Aigen. Along
with taking in boarders, the fam-
ily begnn to entertain prol‘umnn.
ally, first in their native lnnd
and then throughout Europe.

«The von Trapps did not leave
Austria through the mountains
but by train to Italy.

oThe talented nnd industrious
family members were cxlrumely
versatile, producing various
typea of folk art, working their
own farm, and establishing o
summer music camp.

«After World War II, the fami-
Iy founded a relief erganization,
sending hundreds of packages of
donated food and clothing to
Austria.

Commenting on a von Trapp
Christmas concert, a critic from
the Washington Post wrote:
“Love of family, love of music,
love of God, and tonging for
peace and good will combined so
pawerfully in the music offerings
of this family that they trans-
ferred their emotion to the audi-

ence.” ‘The Trapps were a family
whose whole life was a work of
art, and Mr. Anderson’s book,
addressed to renders of all nges,
is worthy to represent it.

On Dec. 5, Mr. Anderson will
sign his book at Borders Books
in Novi at 1 p.m. and ot Walden-
books in Troy at 4 p.m. Auto-
graphed copies are also available
at Barnes and Noble in West
Bloomficld.

Esther Littmann is a resident
of Bloumficld 1mumlup She is
a private tutor in English and
German You can leave her a
message from a touch-tone phene
at (734) 9532047, maitbox num-
ber 1893. Her fax number is
(248) G4 1314,

7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 24, at
the store, 30995 Orchard Loke.
Road, Farmington Hills,
(248)737.0110,

BARNES & NOBLE {BLOOMFIELD

HILLS)

Mitch Albom signs his best sell-
Ing book ~Tuesdays With Morrie,”
noon Friday, Nov, 27; Arthur the
Aardvark oppears 4 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 28, at the store,
6575 Telegraph Road.

SHAMAN DRUM {ANN ARBOR)
Phil Cousincau reads from “The
Art of Pilgrimmage: A Seeker's
Guide to Making Travel Sacred,”
8 p.m. Monday, Nov. 23, at the
store, 313 South State Street,
Ann Asbor {734)662-7407.

‘Need a Little Christmas’ see ‘Mame’

The Players Guild of Dearborn
presents “Mame,” 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Nov. 27-28, and 2:30
p.n. Sunday, Nov, 22 and Nov.
29 at the theater, 21730 Madi-
son, near the sontheast corner of
Monroe and Outer Dr., Dear-
bora. Tickets $14, call (313) 561-
TKTS. Rescruations are recom-
mended.

BY SUE SUCIIYTA
SPECIAL WRITER

The Players Guild of Dear-
born's production of the light-
hearted, high-spirited musical
“Mame” is a kaleidoscope of col-
orful characters with the flam-
hoyant Mame Dennis played by
Denise Kowalewski-Albright of
Westland as its focus.

“Mame" begins in the roaring
Twenties when orphaned 10-
year-old Patrick Dennis goes to
live with his Aunt Mame Dennis
who decides to give him an excit-
ing if uncenventional upbring-
ing. The second act continues 10
years later. when Mame, back
from n grand tour of the world,
decides the grown-up Pnlnck
has become too conventional and
needs some unpredictable Mame
wischief to shoke things up.

Kownlowski-Albright was barn
to play Mame = she filla the
stage with her effervescent pres-
ence and natural exuberance,
Despite being overpowered by
the orchestra during her opening
number, she is a strong vocal
treat as well. Kudos go to Dinna
Reynolds and her costume com-

- and for d

g the

B On stage: Paul
M Luoma (left) as
%® Young Patrick,
W Michael Lopez
d as ITO, Denise
Kowalewski-
Albright as
Mame, and
Megan Meade-
Higgins as
Agnes Gooch.

ina cameo as Mother

reat of the cast to the nines as
well.

Paul Luoma, a 13-year-old
from Farmington Hills, is won-
derful as young Patrick, Mame's
nephew, - portraying both
incredulity and unabashed
delight at being thruat into the
middle of such an unorthodox
world. Whether mixing his ataid
trustees a dry martini (shaken,
not stirred) or fighting fires with
New York's finest, Luoma bringa
' exuberance, talent nnd a strong
singing voice to his role. .

The cast is full of talented per-
formers, Annctte Hissong of
Westland is polished perfection
ns tho tippling actress.and
Mame's “bossom buddy” Vera
Charles. Tom Morgan is cvery
inch the Southorn gentleman
and cozing with charm as Beau-
regard Jackson Pickett Burn-
side, Mame's love mlcre‘st SLally

mittee for Mame's sp

Hart Good elicited

Burnside, Megan Meade-Higgins
of Southfield had some funny
moments as Agnes Gooch,
Patrick’s nanny and Mame's scc-
retary, whose life is turned topsy
turvy by Mame’s well-menning
but avant-garde advice.

The set was very versatile,
which facilitated the quick scene
changes. The main sct served as
both a living room and bedroom
with some clever set piece
changes, and front drops sct the
scene for New York City, a
Southern plantation, a Broad-
way theater and other locales,

The chorus made up in enthu-
aiasm what they Incked in vol-
ume. Audicences will enjoy the
title song “Mame” ns well as the
familiar holiday classic, “We
Need A Little Christmns,”
Bossom Buddies,” sung by Mame
and Vera, provided a humorous
vehicle for the talented Kowales-
ki-Albright and Hissong team.



