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Conversation with a dream weaver

aric Gray surprised her-
scif and wowed her
fiancé 36 years ago when

sho picked up a couple of knit-
ting necdles and samo cream-col-
ored yarn, and wove a simple,
sleeveless mock-turtleneck tube
dress, very de rigueur in 1962.
Thus, the professional model and
Qucen for a Day hostess invent-
ed the original St. John knit
ensemble, a ercation that
evolved into a fashion empire,

“I made it all up as I went
along,” says Gray. “My knitting
expericnce was limited to half of
one sock and a failed attempt at
a sweater.”

But love conquers all, and
Gray was determined to impress
her future husband and cventual
St. John CEQ Robert Gray. “I
wanted him to realize that I was
not just a fashion model who
spent every penny on designer
clothes.”

The dress became Gray's
trademark, combining the fash-
jon elements she prizes today:
timeless, clegant, classic designs
that fit flawlesaly.

Aflter tying the proverbial
knot, Bob Gray cencouraged
Marie to sct up shop in the living
room of their home, where she
created scveral additional

designs on a huge loom, includ-
ing what would become her sig-
nature suit.

Potential buyera wero contact-
ed, they placed orders, and a
labet was launched.

Rather than unravel at the
soams, the Grays bought two
more looms and moved their
business into the garage. Soon, a
presidential hopeful was born.
Their doughter, Kelly, was
apoon-fed the businces, and in
1996 the innovative designer,
mode] and business Jender took
her rightful plece at the helm of
the company.

“She completely underetands
the ins and outs of the business,”
snys her mother. “In gome woys,
she'a much more talented than
her mom and dad. But we all get
feedback from one another. Kelly
heads retail, merchandising and
advertising and keeps us on
track in the design arca. Bob
tracks sales and oversees all of
the financiat end of the business,
and I'm invalved in all of the
deaign aspects.”

The trio’s design aesthetic
mokes converts of practically
cvery woman who tries a St.
John on for size, including First
Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton.
The one-loom cottage industry

has become n multimillion-dollar
conglomerate thanks to the
entreproneurint savvy of its
founders, ns well as the flexibili-
ty of its product.

Snys Marie Gray, “The clothes
fit preciscly and flatter the wear-
er. They’re solt, comforteble, ele-
gant, feminine and the colors are
gorgeous.”

In town on Nov. 12 for a
Neiman Marcus and Lovelight
Toundation fashion show and
Juncheon, Gray presented her
1999 Cruise Collection. High-
lighto included simple sheath
dresacs paired with long cardi-
gane or short jackets; ethnic-
inspired tunics and short bronze
okirts; classic evening suits; and
glamorous gowns embellished
with crystale and embroidery.
The color palette ranged from
carth tones to bright shades of
azolea nnd blue tourmaline.

As is the nature of the fashion
biz, Gray was already spinning
yarns about Fal/Winter 1999, “1
brought my sketchbook with
me,” she said as she penned
drawings in her Townsend hotel
room. Next spring was quickly
becoming o fond memery.

-Linda Bachrack

St. John style: Above: Rainbow sher-
bet 2-piece suit, $1,280. Left: Kenya
tunic, $750 and bronze skirt, $250.
From the St. John 1999 Cruise Col-
lection at Neiman Marcus, Somerset
Collection, Troy. .
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This feature is dedicated to
helping recders locate sources for
hard-to-find merchandise. If
you’ve scen any of the items in
your retail travels (or bascment),
please call Where Can ! Find?
(248) 901-2655. Slowly and
clearly leave your name, number
and message, and you should sce
your input in a few weeks. Duc to
the overwhelming response to
this column, we only publish the
requested §tem two or three times.
If you have not scen a response or
heard from us, we were unable to
locate the item. Thank yote,

WHAT WE FOUND:

Weathervanes can be found
through White Hall products in
Montague, Mich., or on the Web
at www.Whitehall Products.com.

An adult paint-by-number
set can be found in the Spilsbury
Company catalog 1-8G0-772-
1760, 3650 Milwaukee Strect,
P.O. Box 8922, Madison, Wis.
$3708-8922. They have three dif-
ferent ones at $37.95. Also in the
bnck of the current issue of
Wornan's Doy magazine is n mail
order for Paipt-By-Numbhers,

Linda has o 7-foot Mountain
King artificlal Christmas tree,
she would like to donate to a
charitable organization. She will
deliver it.

Back issues of Martha Stew-
art’s Wedding magazine can be
ordered at 1-800-950-7130 for
$5.50 or on the Web at
www,.Marthabymail.com/sum-
mer wedding.

Levin Beauty Supply in Oak
Park and West Bloomfield car-
ries Uninhibited perfume, as
docs-the Beauty Boutique cata-
log (440) 826-3008.

The Catholic Boltimore cate-
chiam can be ordered through
the Mother of Our Savior Co.,
Inc. catalog 1-800-451-3993,

Found the game “Stock Mar-
ket” for Kathy.

Zen Shiscido perfume wns
seen at Hudson's Fairlane and
Arpege Dusting Powder at
Neiman Marcus at the Somerset
Collection in Troy.

The J.C.Penncy Fall/Winter
catalog on page 1074 has light
coral bathroom carpoting,
color Tiger Lily.

The Hallmark Wayne Gret-
zky ornament can be found at
Gibralter Trade Center.

WE'RE STILL LOOKING FOR:
Peggy wants soft sale Min-
1 y73 i ot di

prices.

Chrigtina is looking for the
plastic tranamission bearing
#24591-5 for her Oster Kitchen
Center, Service #97208K; the
part is obsolete.

Judy is looking for Lilly
white flour and cornmeal
other than the one sold at
Danny's..

Walt is looking for a 1950 Big
Beaver High School yearbook.

There are n number of people
who still want hanging laundry
bags, Chatty Cathy dolls, Santa
Bears, Christian Dior's Diorissi-

mo Eau Toilette and Velvet Pas:®

try flour, or any other brand; and
Avon'’s Rich Moiature creom.

Bev in atill looking for her
Libby Cobalt bluc winejuice
glosses.

Brian is looking for plastic
Lego train tracks.

Lena is looking for a Bride &
Groom figurine music box
from the Christopher Collection.

Lori wants Nat Robbins
Sparkling Burgundy lip

liner.
‘Wendy of Livonia is loaking for

the game “Rock Em Sock Em *

Robot.”

Dr. Wovnoski is looking for a -

di.taphone machine from the
19605-70s.

Tom is looking for a number of
itema: 1974 St. Joan of Arc year-
book, FLYMOW lawn mower,
and a CD from WCSX (84.7) lnst
year called “Parodies for Chari-
iy

Gail wanta the perfume Mon
Classique de Morabita from

il

Lillian is looking for Grandoe
leather driving gloves (Indics).

Patty ia looking for the first
Harley Davidson Barbie doll
and clips for the skinny Clairol
electric rollers.

Janet is looking for a 7-inch
front wheel for a wheelchair.

Adrianne wants a Dept. 66
0il Lamp “Plum Pudding.”

Compiled by Sandi Jarackas

—_RETAIL DETAILS

POLAR EXPRESS MAIL
Beginning Friday, Nov. 27,
kids can write and send their let-
ters to Santa through the Magic
Mailbox at The North Pole Con-
nection in Summit Place mall.
All lettera are guaranteed a
response from Santa. Alse hear
up-to-the-minute news from
Mra. Clous and other North Pole
residents. This interactive holi-
day center is located in the Hud-
son’s wing. Summit Place, Tele-
praph and Elizabeth Lake Road,
Waterford.
RETAIL GIANTS

At a specin] awards presenta-
tion and luncheon at the DIA on
Nov. 16, the Michigan Retailers
Agsociation and The Detroit
News honored three local retail-
ers ay Michigan's Retailers of
the Year. The winners, divided
into smell-, medium- and Inrge-
volume categories, are South
Lyon Cycle in South Lyon, Jules
R. Schubot Jewellers in Troy and
Hudsen's in Southfield.
Z00-T0-D0

The Mosaic Youth Theatre will
premicre a trilogy of short plays
titled “AM-TV: All Amphibians.

All the Time,” ot the Detroit
Zoo’s Wildlife Interpretive
Gallery on Nov. 28-29. The free,
30-minute performances coincide
with zoo's hosting of the Smith-
sonian traveling exhibition,
“Vanishing Amphibions.” 12:30
and 2:30 p.m. -
FAREWELL

Christopher Gerard Jewellers,
voted Best Jeweler of the Year in
1996, is closing its doors, Design-
ers of the Red Wings Stanley
Cup rings, the store has been in
business at 28001 Southficld
Road for many years.
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CALLINGALL KIDS!

NICKELODEON, the only network just for kids, has
to give Observer &
Eccentric Hometown Newspapers area kids a chance to
participale in outrageous games from their favorite
NICKELODEON shows as NICKELODEON's GAME
LAB comes 1o town on December 31. The 45-minute
shows will take place at 4:15 & 6:15 p.m. in the heated
tent across from the Community House in Birmingham.
part of First Night Birmingham '99

Buy Your Buttons Today!

(Kids 5 & under FREE)

MediaOne

Available at:

« All area Kroger stores
« The Community House - Birmingham
« Vidcomax - Birmingham, 33855 Woodward
« First Night HQ., 725 S. Adams, L-17 - Birmingham

This is Broadband. This is the way.
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