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Marian survives in two OTs

BY JOE KYRIAXOZA
STAFF WRITER

. You could' sec the tears

,through Jasmin MacAlpine’s

, Blusses as she hobbled out of the
locker room.

But she was smiling. The
-genior point guard wasn't sob-
-bing following a defeat; instead
..the tears were flowing becausc

her team had won, and dedicated
. the victory to her.
+. +MacAlpine, on crutches due to
injury and inoctive for the state
- playoffs, hnd watched intently
from directly behind the Birm-
ingham Marian bench, knowing
that her tcammates could use
her ballhandling services, But
without her, Mary Lillie-
Cicerone’s Mustangs managed to
_cke out o 55-48 double-overtime
<victory to claim a Class A district
“championship on Friday at
: Southficld-Lathrup High School
zover Onk Park (17-5).
+ I tald the girls I was so proud
-ar.them,” Lillie-Cicerone said.
‘“They stayed in it the whole
Sway.”
271t marked the ninth straight
-district title for the Mustangs,
-who ndvance to regional play nt
:6:30 p.m. Monday at Novi High
* School.
+ o:*This was probably one of the
- letter games we've been in this

B _BASKETBALL

season,” Oak Park coach Alice
McGrifl said. “We just didn’t exe-
cute down the stretch on offense.
Our defense was good, but we
just didn't execute offensively.
We missed so many Jayups.”

Marian won the battle on the
boards for the evening, led by 6-3
senior center Nicole Anacjionu’s
16. Annejionu also had eight
points and four blocks.

“We dominated the boards,”
Lillic-Cicerone said. “They didn't
get any extra shots. We knew
they hed the ability to get second
and third shots, but that didn’t
happen.”

The Mustangs scored seven
points in the sccond avertime to
nane for Oak Park to pull away
for the triumph.

The sccond avertime was
forced by a miraculous three-
pointer off the glaus at the
buzzer by senior In'Fini Robin-
son, who scored eight of her 18
points in the fourth quarter and
first overtime.

Marian trailed by as many as
seven in the fourth quarter, but
the Mustangs inched their way
back behind a couple of pivotal
shots by senior Daniclle Janke
and a pair of clutch free throws
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by Crystal Andrews. Janke, who
scored all soven of her points in
the fourth quarter and first over-
time, drilled a three-pointer to
help pull her team within four
points with 4:30 remaining, then
penctrated to the basket for two
more with 1:28 to go. Andrews
tied it with a pair of frec throws
with 40 seconds left, the final
points of regulation. Andrews led
Marian with 15 points to go with
seven rebounds and three steals.

Much of the first three quar-
ters wus n sce-saw battle, with
Marian leading by five after one,
by four at the half and trailing
by two after three.

But the turning point came
when Onk Park took a 42-36
lead with 2:27 remaining. Lillie-
Cicerone called a timeout and
reorganized her defensive strate-
gy by going to a full-court press
for the first time in the game.

It worked ‘well for the Mus-
tangs since it resulted in a num-
ber of key ateala down the
stretch. Less than two minutes
later, the game was tied.

Senior forward Angie Sheldon,
who Lillic-Cicerone says “had
one of her best games,” chalked
up 13 points, six boards and
three stenls.

Also scoring 18 for Qak Park
was sophomore Cortne Ellis.

Rocks shut door on
¥ i BASKETBALL

BY C.J. RISAK.
BIASY WIITER

Thoro waould
this time.

Both Plymdu‘tl‘l“s,.ah@ and |

d

be no eom'uhn'ék‘

. nev advances to tho regionat
championship game at 7 p.m.
dnesday at Novi.

Northville ed tight,

down-to-the-wire battles in"’
their Closs A district somifi-

pals nt Plymouth Canton to
advance to play each’ather in

Friday's finnl. For Northville; -

it had taken a fantastic rally
from sn 11-paint, fourth-quar-’

ter deficit to edge Cnnton in’’

the semifinals. . .

Could such a thing lappen’

again? Whon the Mustangs'
Ermily Crrbott knocked down a
three-pointer with 2:46 left in

the game (she mude three.

triples in tho fourth quarter.
against Canton), and Janel
Hasse followod with a froe
throw 27 seconds lator,
Salem’s lead was just three.
But that was it for
Northville. The Rocks {(18-4)
kept their composure .and
made their free throws, con-

verting nine of 12 in the final"

1:3%, to win going away, 40-28.
‘The win gives Salem its first
district crown sinca 1985, It
advances to the Novi regionnl,
to play West Bloomfield (18-4)
at 7:30 p.m. Monday. The.win-,

“It feols nwesome,” said
Salem senior forward Andrea
Pructt. *I just told myself that,
Ne. 1, I wouldn't lose to Can-
ton again (she didn't; the
Rocks beat the Chiefs twice) —
1 hate that feeling — and that
I would take this team as far
as I could. I don't care how well
1do; I just love this team.”

Pruett, who had struggled
offensively in the last two
weoks, didn’t in this game. She
boosted the Rocks with a
game-high 17 peints, including
six in the third quarter when
Salem took a 22-14 Jead,

But this was not an offensive
gem of a game, for cither team,
The Rocks committed 23
turnovers; Northville had 21.
The Mustangs also went score-
less in the first period, going 0-
for-8 from tho floor; but the
Rocks didn't do a heckuva lot
better, making fivo of 15 first-
half shote to make their half-
tisne lead just 12-9.

In the third quarter
Northville struggled against

Salem’s quick-handed defense.

Mustangs

On four consccutive posses-
sions the Mustange didn't even
got a shot, committing
turnovers each time down the
floor as the Rocko built their
lead to 22-11. It took a desper-
ation throc-puinter at the
buzzer by Kelly Anderson to
rovive Northville, making it an
eight-point deficit after three.

Mary Tanski, o 6-foot sopho-
more, provided a spark for the’
Mustangs-in the fourth quar-
ter, coming off the bench to
score their fert six points. But
free throws proved pivatal. For
the game, Salem made 170f 21,
Northville two of ninc,

*Qur kids really played nice
defense,” soid Salem conch
Fred Thomann. “And I thought
our guard play was better than
their guard play tonight.”

Janel Hasse's was tops for
Northville. Carbott was next
best with five. Tiffany
Grubaugh added 10 points for
the Rocks and Lindsay Klem-
mer, who noiled six of eight
free throws in the final 1:37,
seored cight.

“Qur kids have been shooting
really woll at the free thraw
line all scason,” said Thomann.

Something they'll have to
continue, if they want to
extend their season,

BASKETBALL

WESTERN LAKES ACTIVITIES ASSN.
GIRLS DASKETBALL TEAM
senlo Arl Aull, Farminglon Harrisan
senlor Leah Douglas, Walled Leke Cent,
Junlor Tittany Grubaugh, Ply. Sclem
soph. Samontha McComb, K. F'mington
senior Andrea Pruclt, Plymouth Salem
senior Janell Twletmeyer, Ply. Conton
LLWESTERN DIVISION
seniof All Autt, Farmington Harrison
senlor Kersten Conklin, Liv, Chuschill
soph. Janine Gaustella, Ply. Conton
junlor Janc) Hasse, Northvilio
junlor Tera Morrill, Livonip Franklin
saph, Kelly Toylot, Formingtan Harrlson
senlor Elise Thotnell, Plymouth Canton
ALLLAKES DIVISION
senlor Michello Hortz, W.L. Central
Junlor Samantha Crews, John Glenn
senlor Stephonle Dulz, Llv, Stevenson
soph Lindaoy Gusick, Liv. Stevenson
senior Chrlsting Phillps, Ply. Salem
senior Katle Vinefic, North Farmington
HONORABLE MENTIONS

Farmington: Beth Jager, Julie Aoten-
hebor, Stophanic Morx; Glenn:
Stophunie Crows, Bridgat Hensley,
Kristi Mendenhell, Rola Amod; Frankilo:
Lisa 8alko, Kerstin Marshall; North
Farmiagton: Kotio Golfoy, Brittony
Vihtelle, Cheistina Colombo; Cantont
Amanda Lentz, Anne Morrell; Harison:
Charlotte Blashficld, Cassle Jemison,
Emlly Jackson, Cierra Colbert;
Churchlll: Stacey Supanich, Lauren
Ruprecht; Stovensan: Cheryl Fox,
Cassie Ehiendt: Narthyllle: Meredith
Hasse, Emily Carbott: Salem: Undsey
Kiemmer: Conttal: Acbeccs Soldana;
Western: Kim Schrieber, Sennifer Fish-
er.

Visit the Grand opening of
the Pro Golf Experience, featuring
Mulligan's, Sunshine Golf & Travel
and our huge new retail store, There's
no golf experience like it on earth.
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District actlon: West Bloomfield’s Heather Robbins and
North’s Brittany Vihtelic battle for a loose ball Friday.

; istrict from page D1

“We were trying to get back in
our regular zone defense and
play our regular middle person
on the post player,” she said.

“We decided we were going to
try to take away Kilpela, which I
thought we did a pretty job of in
the first half. When she wasn't
in the gnme, the other girls were
shooting and scoring. They have
a lot of talented basketball play-
ers. Pederson did a great job."

“That was definitely a key,”
said Davis of the 10-0 run to end
the half. “H.P. sensed the urgen-
cy of the moment and she
stepped up. That was senior
leadership taking charge nt that
point.”

West Bloomfield led 40-26
nfter three quarters, but North
got within 12 when McComb
scored six of her team's first
eight points in the fourth to
make the score 45-33. The Lak-
ers followed with an 11-1 run to
lead by 21 with two minutes left.

“Size-wise, we had an advan-
tage and we thought our depth

was stronger, and we wanted to
utilitze those aspects in a game
concept,” Davis said.

“The pace was a little too slow
so we pressed and picked it up.
We made them play faster and
then we tried to use our depth.”

West Bloomficld made 22 of 52
shots for 42 percent, North 15 of
37 for just aver 40 percent. The
Lokers made 10 of 17 free
throws and four of 11 threes; the
Raiders made nine of 14 free
throws and three of 10 threes.

Pederson said the Lakers
proved themselves during the
regular season by going from
Division 11l in the Oakland
Activities Association to win the
Division I championship, but o
regional title would be a nice
addition,

“We've always been on a mis-
sion this year,” Kilpela said, “to
prove we can be Division I play-
crs, win the league and now the
district, We showed a lot of peo-
ple we're not fooling around; we
mean business.”




