You know you
have children
when ...

ou know you have kids when ..,

you absent-mindedly order six

“Sesame Street” ns opposed to
sesame seed bagels. When you use
the word “potty” in adult company to
excuse your nbseoce.,

When you think your house is pret-
ty well picked up till you awsken at 3
a.m. and wander areund in the dark
tripping on small metal cars and
Lego pieces.

When “happy hour” takes on a
brand new meaning as that minus-
cule sliver of time when your child is
miraculously mesmerized by the
tube, and you nctually begin to recall
that coffec does taste good hot. It is
further confirmed that happy hour
hos taken a life-changing turn when
you realize the drink of cheice is caf-
feinated, not atcoholic.

As you notice small handprints on
all your walls and vehicles, gouges
out of the paint, rips out of the wall-
paper, and not a single picce of intact
molding in the house.

As you appronch the checkout in
the supermarket with several jtems
you did not put in your cart not to
mention o few things you never
would have considered purchasing in
your thinnur days.

You are acutely aware you have off-",

m A former Farmington
Hills firefighter created a
fire safcty video for home-
cwners.

BY MARY RODRIQUE
STAFF WILTER
mrodriqueQuehomecomanet

*Pix nlmost the season for indoor
Christmas lighty strung on live trees, a
fire safety hazard along with space
heaters, faulty furnaces and other
plngues of cold weather living.

Enter John Zylka, a former Farming-
ton Hills firefighter
and producer of
videotnpes with
home snfety themes.
Zylka's SafetyTech
compnny has just
rolensed “Fire Smart’
« The Ultimate Les-
son,” o $3-minute
tape that offers prac-
tical advice on how to avoid potentially
fire-hnzardous situations in the home.

Thirteen months in the mnking, the
video fentures a controlled fire of o
Farmington Hills house and tips for
prevention. A controlled fire is one that
is started ond extinguished by the fire
department as o training exercise for
personncl, Zylka filmed the fire in
coaperation with the Farmington Iills
Fire Department and YMCA,

‘The house used for the drill stood on
Farmington Road at 12 Mile on proper-
ty owned by the YMCA. Zylka spent
months pointing, carpeting and fur-
nishing the house to make it look like a
rea) family home.

Fire Smart tells a story

Zylka's “Fire Smart” creates a story
in which he takes the wife/mother
character through a television screen —
a gimmick used in the eurrent hit
movie “Pleasantville” - and shows her
firsthand the devastating effects of o
house fire. Jt fucuses on things insur-
ance can't cover ~, such ns her wedding -
album, now a charred ruined mess’

beyond restoration. .
To examine just how much damage

ter's bedsprend to reveal a perfect out-

line againat the sooty covers. All
can be done by smoke even in rooms.
not subject to flames, she remaves a,

large stuffed animal from her daugh- -

because the door was left open.
Although actunl flames are contained

“to the living room in this six-minute

“Videos: John Zylka hds produced a new video on fire safety.
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"Tis the season to practice fire safety

fire, the nearby kitchen is heavily dom-
aged, from melted mini blinds to exten-
sive smoke damnge.

Bedrooms with closed doors dufing
the fire suffered no smoke dnmagé. The
video is full of little fire smart tipa
such as the importance of keeping
doors closed. .

“1 feel it's especially important thig
time of year as we all begin to prepare
for winter,” vaid Zylka, who lives in
Plymouth Township and operates
SafetyTech out of his home oflice. “I've
had positive feedback from the profes-
sionals who have previewed this tape.”

Chief plugs video

Farmington Hills Fire Chief Richard
Marinucci says “It's very well-done
and very emational. It will contribito
to saving lives and reducing injurigs
and loss dlue to fire.” :

The second part of the video wag
filmed at the University of Michigdm
Trauma Buen Unit and features an
interview with the unit's director, Dre
Warren Garner. Burn prevention ind
care are discussed. A family who
nlmost lost their young son in a house
fire is interviewed and viewers see
how it has changed their lives forever.
Survival Flight which operates at U-M
also helped with the re-enactment of a
Lurn injury. Communicore of Ply-
mouth provided instrumental help
with the technical end of the produc-

tion,

“While filming did have its difficult
moments, it will be worth it if it can
help prevent even one fire from victim-
izing an innocent family,” Zytka said.
~This was truly a labor of love for me.”

Zylka was a member of the Farming-
ton Hills Fire Department for seven
yenrs nnd firefighter of the year in
1994, He taught community classes on
fire and home safety, first aid, CPR
and safe baby-sitting. He currently
yerves on the advisory panel of Home
Safe & Sound, a year-round guide to
protecting family and home. He is cur-
rently working on his fifth video,
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Designs! Thousands af unique, quality omamenis
in bundreds of styles to choose froni. shopping at Always Christmas a breeze!
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Olde World Canterbury Vill

Chateau

No where else will you find a holiday shopping adventurce more exciting with 18 shops on 21 acres and the
magnificent King’s Court Castle Restaurant and banquet facility serving food fit for 2 king!
Chnieau de Noe! offers the ultimate holiday shopping experience! There are

74,000 diffcrent items i

origina) designs and fine collectibles {ncluding Lindro, Department 56, Enesco,

Stelnbach Nutcrackers, Cherished Teddies, Fontanini and more! Chatean de Noel

also carrics one of the largest selections of artificial trees, wreaths and garland.

Open 361 Days a Year

Clooed Easter Sundsy, Thunksgiviog, Christmas and New Year's Days
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. Always Christmas and Olde World Canterbary Villags
2369 Joslyn Court, Lake Orlon, Michigan 48360
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Michigan’s Premiere Holiday He
The animation will enchant you! The selectio
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Visit Bob Cratchet, Tiny Tien and their
surprise guest in their life-like setting!

(248)391-5700 or (800)442-XMAS

www.canterburyvillage.com
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stmas Displays!

Life-like animation throughout Chatean
De Nock enchant all wha visit!
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