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awks whip Wildcats again, 48-7

'
BY DAN O'MEARA
STAFF WRITER
Jothearu@oc.iomecomm.not
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As easily as Kevin Woods ran
through the Oxford defense Sat-
urday, Farmington Harrison
consted into the championship
pame of the Class A state foot-
bal] tournament.

he junior toilback averaged
anlamezing 20.25 yards per
carry and a touchdown on every
se¢ond attempt, leading the
Hawks to another rout of the
Wildcats, 48-7.

Woods carried the ball on just
cight plays but had scoring runs
of 56, 63, 7 and 22 yards in a
semifinn! game at Rochester
High School.

“], just play to win,” said
Woods, who finished with 162
yards and probably had nearly
100 mare on two kickoff returna,
“It's not a one-man team, We've
got the line; we've got the quar-
terback; we've got the conches.
That's what it's nll about.”

The 5-foot-10, 178-pound
Woods is plnying a lot more than
he did early in the scason and
has become the fentured back in
recent weeks.

In the last four games, he has
rushed for 527 yards and seven
touchdowns, averaging 12.86
yarGs per carry. He has become
the team’s leading rusher with
850 yards and 11 touchdowns.

“I'm starting to get more
opportunities now, and I'm
building my confidence,” Woods
enid. “Coach has a lot more confi-
dence in me. When I run with
the first team, the line has confi-
denee I'm going to get the job
dene.”

Woods, a sprinter on the track
team, wns motivated to do better
when his coaches told himn he
had to run harder. He has and
the results are impressive.

“When people say I don't run
hard, that puts a little fire deep
down in my heart,” he said. “It
gets me mad; so 1 just gotta do
the job."

On the sccond play of the
gamo ‘Woods dashed around

Woods scores 4 TDs
in semifinal victory

right end, bounced off one tack-
ler and down the sideline for his
first TD.

The first of six extra points by
Joe Ghannam made it 7-0 with
barely a minute gone in the
game.

Oxford gave the ball away
with fumbles on ity first two pos-
sessions, and Harrison turned
them into short touchdown runs
by Matt Turney, whose specialty
has become short-yardage, goal-
line situations. He has scored 10
touchdowns this year.

“We lost two turnovers and
that really swung the game to
their favor,” Oxford coach Bud
Rowley said, “But it was early;
we should have been able to
overcome that. It might have
shaken our confidence, but 1
can’t say turnovers were the dif-
ference in the game.”

The Hawks (12.0) scored on all
five first-half possessions and led
34.0 at halftime. Woods again
went around right end and out-
ran all defenders for his longest
TD run, ond his third was a bee-
line for the front corner of the
end zone with 35 seconds left in
the half.

“We aaw how their defense
was playing taugh in the mid-
dle,” Woods said, “and coach
(John) Herrington said, if the
haole wasn't there, I could get at
least a couple yards outside.”

Mike Hoad sacked Oxford
quarterback Brad Nowacki and
forced the Wildcats (9-3) to punt
from deep in their territory at
the start of the third quarter.

Harrison got the ball at the
Oxford 32, and Woods scored his
fourth TD three plays later, run-
ning right over one would-be
tackler en route to the end zone.

With a 41-0 lead and the clock
running, Herrington began sub-
stituting, and the Wildcats fol-
lowing a fumble scored against
the second Harrison defense,

Oxford’s Joe White had a 1-
yard run on the first play of the
fourth quarter, and Harrison's
Corey Davis finished the scoring
with a 62-yard run.
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Semifinal action: Harrison senior Matt Reed charges through the Oxford defense for
a 12-yard game Saturday. The Hawhs won the Class A playoff game, 48-7.

“T'li tell you what; they have a
nice football team,” snid Rowley
of the Hawks. “They have play-
crs and they had a great day
again todny. They had a little
more than we did, and that's the
bottom line.” .

Rowley already was looking
forward to next season. “Let's get
the winter and spring over with,
and let's get ready to play foot-

ball again,” he said.

Harrison quarterback Dave
Pesci way 7-of-9 passing for 105
yards. Hond, Ricky Bryant and
Brinn Nelson caught two pnsses
apiece for 36, 32 and 30 yards,
respectively. Oxford's Geerge
Gomez had 85 yards on 14
attempts, White 32 on 12.
Nowacki was 1-0f-5 pussing for
13 yards, The Hawks outgained

the Wildeats 380-173 overall.
Hoad 11 made tackles, Steve
Migliore nine und Dario Otere
vight.

“It was & good game; I liked
it,” Herrington said. “The play-
ers had a very businesslike atti-
tude. They didn't take anything
for granted. They came out on
the first drive ready to play, and
I'm very proud of them.”

went to state. Her older brother,
Matt Loridas, is a starting defen-
sive;back for the Catholic Cen-
tral-football team, which plays
Rocliford in the Class A champi-
onsbip game Saturday after-
noon, It could be state titles on
back-to-back weckends for the
Loridas family.

Like the Mercy swimmers, the
Haryison football team is on a
misajon this week.

The Hawks will play in a
recozd 12th state final (breaking
their own record of 11 which
they;set lnst year) and will try to
win‘their ninth championship
Friday.

GRID LINEUPS

© HUDSONWILLE OFFENSE
€: denior Kevin Koster (60, 190)
Q: senior Tom Folkert {82, 185)
Q: sonfor Jason Durhom ($-11, 185)
1: spnlor Dan WoudwyX (62, 240)
T: Junior Kevin Clement (81, 220)
E: gpnlor Jalme Butkema (65, 210)
€: gonlor Casey Gloss {6-2, 170)
Q: genlor Jordan Bool (60, 165)
¥: shaior James Kulpers (510, 205)
T: 6. Note Luurtsema {510, 195)
§: ¢halor Lorry Brooks (64, 175)
«  HUDSONVILLE DEFENSE
¥: senior Chuck Eost (81, 270)
7: stnlor Dan Woudwyk (6-2, 240}
£: senfor Bod Oppef (5-10, 240)
E: gpnior Jalme Butkema (85, 210)
L2 senior Joe Nienhuis (60, 185)
L: egnior D.J. Van Siyke {S-11, 186)
L: jgnior Kevin Cloment (6-1, 220)
L: senlor Jason Durom (5-21, 185)
€: fenior Casoy Glass (0-2, 170)
C: Junlor Mike Smit (511, 160}
8: denlor Josh Northousa (6-1, 189)
. 1SON OFFENSE
& senior Mike Araqul (58, 233) °
Q: gonlor Brett Foster (G-1, 220)
Q: enlor Stove Migliora (511, 225)
1: senlor Bryan McGhee (6-1, 278)
T: sonlor Dario Otero {6-2, 240}
E: sanlor Mike Hood {6-1, 208)
E: gpnlor Ricky Bryant {6-1, 185)
Q: senior Davo Pascl (541, 170)
F: sdnior Biako Ashiey (5-11, 190)
1: sonior Matt Reed (510, 187)
8: sanior Andro Dovis {6-3, 185)
* HARRISON DEFERSE
N: %onlor Bryan McGhes (6-1, 278}
T: spnlor Matt Turney (8-2, 220)
T: senior Dario Oteco {6-2, 240)
E: sanlor Brett Fostor (6-1, 220)
€: spnior Zoch Burton (64, 215)
t: sunlor Mike Hood (6-1, 208)
£: shnlor Steve Migliore (511, 225)
M: senior Blako Boesky (&7, 155}
8: denlar Ricky Bryant (6-1, 165)
H: sonlor Andie Davls (-3, 185)
€: Junior Brian Nelson (62, 170)

If Harrison should win, Her-
rington will have the most state
titles of any coach in the history
of the Michigan playoffs. The
late Ron Thompson won cight at
Detroit DePorres, which still
holds the recard for most overall
titles (10).

“I don't really think of it as a
major goal,” Herrington said.
“We'd like to win this one,
becausc this team has been such
a good team to coach.

“As we tell the players, indi-
vidual records isn't what football
is all about. We're looking for the
team goal, and the state champi-
onship is this team’s goal. That's

been their goat from the start of
the year.”

Hudsonville, located west of
Grand Rapids ahout midway
between there and Holland, pro-
vides the opposition this time,
and it will be the firat time the
two schools have ever played
ench other.

It will be Hudsonville's first
visit to the Silverdome. The
Hawks are certainly more expe-
rienced in these games and
familinr with the indoor environ-
ment.

Seniors Brett Foster, Bryan
McGhee, Mike Hond and Ricky
Bryant are three-year starters
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and will play in their third con-
secutive state final,

“It’s good thiat we know the
routine and atl we have to do is
get on the bus and drive over
there like it’s another awny
game,” Herrington said,

“It doesn't mean our kids
aren't excited to walk into the
Dome and to be playing there.
They'll be just as excited as any
team but maybe a little more
under control.”

As they have been throughout
this tournnment and were last
year, the Howks will be heavy
favorites. But Grand Rapids
teams have dealt Harrison two

of its three losses in state-final
games, and teams from that part
of the state play a solid brand of
football.

But I think Harrison's excep-
tional combination of good
defense, strong offensive line,
dangerous passing attack and
salid running game, as well as
aize, speed and strength will
decide the outcome in its favor.

“This team has rigen to the
oceasion cvery time,” Herrington
aaid. “If a tcam has challenged
us in a game, they've immedinte-
ly responded, and I really think
they will rise to the occasion
agnin Friday.”

cal chairs at quarterback. Jor-
dan Beel was the starter last
year but missed the first seven
games with an injury. His
replacement, D.J. Van Slyke,
wasg injured in the sixth game,
and Kenny Rengan led Hud-
sonville to victory in Week 7.

“Luckily for us, by that point,
Beel came back,” Duram said.
*This year luck waa with ua,
one good kid went down, we had
someone come back.”

“Thoy prefer to run it, but they
have a kid (Cascy Glass) who is
a good receiver, and the quarter-
back does throw the ball aceu-
rately,” Herrington said,

“Our linebackers are going to
have to be very active. We have
to get people to Luurtsema, and
we can't let the fullback run up
the middle on us, either.”

‘The Hawks will have to watch
for the unexpected, too, The
Engles recovered an onside kick
to start the game agninst Sagi-
naw last week and scored as a
result en route to a 32-6 victory.

“They took the mementum
awny from Saginaw early, and it
didn't look like Saginaw ever got
in sync,” Herrington said.

“They’ll put the slotback in the
guard-tackle gap, which mnkes
it an cight-man ling, and you
havo to adjust to that.”

Duram knows what kind of
challenge the Eagles face in try-
ing to plan n defense for Hartl-
son, which is comfortable and
capable of cither passing or run.

ning.

“Most teams we prepare for
you can say ‘Gee, if we can hold
this kid back or this kid down,
we feel we're in pretty good
ghape,™ he said. “If you can hold
one (Harrison) individual down,
they can hurt you in three or
four other places. It makes it an
extromely difficult challenge to
prepare for a team like thia,

“We've seen teams that are
fast and spread us out and
teams that are big and strong,
but I don't think we've seen
team with a cambination of the
twa like thev have.”

So ‘Juram’s game plan will be?

“Ball control, Obviously, we
can't let them have control of the
ball,” he said. “We have to keep
it awny from them.”

The Hawks have always hod a
balanced attack, but their
offense is even stronger with the
emergence of junior running
back Kevin Woods as n bonafide
rushing threat, i

Wooda has gaincd 328 ynrda —
more than a third of his 860
tatal yards — in just the last two
games, but he needed time to
develop into a varsity runner
early in the year, nccording to
Herrington,

“(Senior Matt) Reed was
returning and doing a very good
job — and atill isl" he said.
“Kevin was feeling his woy as n
varsity player.

“Wa felt he wasn't running
hard and was stopping to make

']
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FARMINGTON HARRISON
FODYDALL PLAYOFF HISTORY

1998 — CLASS A

Final: dlarilson vs. Hudsonville?
SomiNnal: Harsison 48, Oaford 7.

Pinyolf; Horison 42, Hartland 14.
1997 —CLASS A

Flnot: Hatrison 21, Midiond Dow 6.
Somifinat: Harnson 22, Seaholm 7.
Ragionat: Hatrison 38, Ypsilanti 0.

Playoft: Harrison 56, Edsel Ford 21,

1996 — CLASS A

Final: Grandvillc 24, Harrisan 17.
Somi: Harfison 52, G.P. North 34.
Roglonal: Harslson 35, Teenton 21,
Playoft: Hardison 45, D, Chadsey 22.

1995 —CLASS A
Playolt: South Lyon 40, Harrison O.
1994 — CLASS A

Finnt; Harrison 17, F.H, Central 13,
Semifinal: Harrison 38, Kimball 25.
Roglonal: Harrison 28, So. Lyon 26.
Playoff: Harrison 24, Det. Chadscy 6.

1993 - CLASS A

Final: Hardson 12, Midland 9.
Somifinal: Harrlson 35, Fraser 14,
Roglonal: Harrlson 23, Narthville 16.
Playolt: Horrison 44, Edsct Ford 23.

1991 — CLASS 88

Flnsl: Harrison 34, Cheboygan 7.
Somlfinal: Harnson 32, Tecumseh 7.
Roglonal: 11anson 21, Allen Park 6.
Plzyotf: Harrison 49, Crestwood 8.

1990 — CLASS BB

Samifinat: Oxford 48, Hamson 38.
Roglonal: Hartison 48, Avondale 16.
Playoft: Harrison 22, Clintondate 19.

1989 —CLASS 8

Final: Harrison 28. Dewitt 27,
Somt: Hurnson 3, E. Grang Rapids 2.
Roglonal: Harnson 28, Allen Park 6.
Playett: Harrisun 23, Riverview 7.

1988 — CLASS B

Flna): Rarrison 44, St. Joseph 9.
Semlfinal: Hartison 42, Avondale 7.
Roglonal: Horrison 35. Riverview 0.
Playotf: Harrison 32, Clawson 0.

1987 — CLASS 6
Final: Grd, Rapids CC 19, Hamson 7.
Semi: Harnson 35, Marysville 20,
Reglonal: Harmson 35, Monroe CC 6.
Playati: Harrison 29, Allen Park 6.

1986 — CLASS B

Somifinat: Maryswiic 22, Hartizon 6.
Reglon: Hauison 36, 0. Northern 18.
Playoff: Harrison 21, Riverview 14,

1984 — CLASS A

Semifinal: Fordson 9, Harrison 6.
Roglonal: Horrison 17, Seahelm G.

1982 — CLASS A
Final: Harison 17, Fordson 14, 207,
Semlfinal: Harrison 6, Lakeland 3,
Roglonal: Harrison 23, Lahser 0.
1981 —CLASS B
Flnal: Hareison 7, Muskegon CC 0.
Semlfinal: Horson 36, Willow Run O,
Reglonal: Harrison 23, Marysville 13.

1980 — CLASS B
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Coaching legend: The Hawks can give John Herrington
kis 261st carcer victory and ninth state title Friday.

his cuts. So we kept running him
in our inside drill against the
firat-team defense, and he kept
getting better and better.

“Weo thought he really came
alive when he played Reggic
Spearmon the week of the Glenn
game, although he nlways
gained ynrds whenever he got in
there.”

After what Woods has done in
the lnst two playoff games, docs
Herrington think he has become
a varsity back now?

“Yes, I think 8o,” he said,

Herrington plans to mix the

4

pass and the run as circum-
stances dictate, but he snid the
Hawks aren’t planning too many
surprises,

“They play a lot of one-on-one
coverage, and we'll try to get the
ball to Ricky (Bryant), Andre
(Davis), {(Mike) Hoad and (Brian)
Nelson,” he said.

“Thoy present us with some
problems, but we present them
with a lot of problems, too, The
fact we've come on with n strong
running game has ndded to the
fact we'ro difficult to defense.”

Okemos 14, Hattison 3.
Roglon: Hartison 7, Lumen Cheistl 6.

1976 — CLASS A

Finak Midiand Dow 36, Hatrlson 27.
Somifinal: Hareison 21, Lamphere O,

GRID SCORES

FARMINGTON HARRISON (220}
Harrlson 48, Oxford O

Harrison 47, Farmington O
Barrison 35, Northvillo O
Harrison 41, Livonia Franklin 6
Horrison 35, W.L. Western 13
MHarrison 49, Plymouth Canton O
Hnuison 54, Livonla Churchilt 10
Harrison 20, Westlond Glenn 14
Hatrison 43, Detrolt Country Day 7
Class A Playofts

Harrison 42, Hartland 14
Hatrison 33, Deardormn 15
Harrisan 48, Oxford 7

Harrison 498, opponents 86

HUDSONVILLE (11-1)

Jonison 29, Hudsonvlllo 12
Hudsonviile 23, E. Grand Ropids 6
Hudsonville 27, Zeeland 14
Hugsonvllle 20, Wyoming Park 14
Hudsonville 30, G.R. Norttwiew G
Hudsonville 12, Lowel O
Hudsonvilla 28, Hastings 13
Hudsonville 7, Farest Hllls Central O
Hudsonville 41, Grandvllle &

Ciass A Playofts

Hudsonvlile 28, Partage Centra) 21
Hudsonville 21, Eost Lonsing 9
Hudsonvitle 32, Saginow 6
Hudsonvllle 281, opponents 124

Replonsl: Harsison 33, Dearborn 15, - -




