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North Oakland an
attractive venue
for arts groups

r from the pulsations of the
Frhnx: streets and glitzy down-
town entertainment venues, Tinn
Collins is pasting together a senson
schedule at the Lake Orion Perform-
ing Arts Center.

Sounding like she's reciting n motto
from n bullish brokerage firm com-
mercinl, Collins ndmits that until
community interest grows along with
ticket revenue and funding, they'll
have Lo build a seagson “one concert at
a time” at the new venue.

“Right now, we only hnve about five
people pulling (the center) together,”
said Collins, whose hackground in
public relations and theater gives her
 practical understanding of how to
make a nonprofit arts organization
suceeed,

“We just need to get a season under
our belts, and have a good fund-rais-

uso or RICK Set
Soaring: Gregory Patterson is
a featured performer at Eisen-
hower Dance Ensemble’s holi-
day dance concert.

Of course, that line could be uttered
by nearly every arts organization in
North America.

But in the proud northern suburb
that boasts, “Where Living I8 A Vaca-
tion,” there are signs that Collins and
the Lake QOrion Performing Arts Cen-
tor just might get their wish.

Future partnerships?

Since lnst May's innugural concert
featuring the Detroit Chamber Winds,
the Greater Orion Performing Arts
Council has struggled to find out how
the state-of-the-art venue could not
only provide a stage for Lake Orion
High School stodents, but a apatlight
for local arts groups.

The council might have filled the
next slot on the achedule while discov-
ering the type of partnership that
could round out
senson schedules
for yenrs to
€O

‘What: “Holldoy Dance
Extroveganza,” feo-
turing the Eisenhower
Dance Ensemblo
‘When: 7:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, Dec. 12, 3:30

me.

On Saturday
and Sunday,
Dec. 32-13, the

m :urltg:v.gclz;‘ﬂ Eiscnhower
i e Orl

Porforming Arts Cen- Dg\ﬁmc Ernscmblc
ter, on the Loke Orlon | Wil perform new
High School campus, | and reworked
495 E. Scrlpps Rood, | dances in its
Lake Orion annual “Holiday
Tickets: $10,{248) | Extravaganza”™
0935436 concert.

ARer perform-

ing the Inst two years at Oakland
Community College’s Orchard Ridge
compus and in the intimnte space
inside OU’s Varncr Hall, EDE was
looking for a bigger venue.

‘With 840 seata, the Lake Orion Per-
forming Arts Center certainly fills
that requirement.

Building an audience

EDE is one of the aren’s most
acclaimed dance companies. Not only
are they entreprencurinl with a mar-
keting savvy, they offer education out-
rench programs to schools nnd com-
munities throughout metro Detroit.

In recent weeks, EDE held audi-
tions to find two dozen locnl dancers,
agea 1018, ta perforrin "Holiday
Extravaganza.”

And although EDE haa a loyal fol-
fowing, they, oo, renlize the realitics
of sustaining nn arts organization in
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STAFE WRITER
fprovenzane@oc.homecomm.net

he “future shock™ of living in o high-tech, fre-
netically paced world.

Take n deep breath. Look around. “Future shock™
arrives daily with digitized impact,

Don't helieve it? Feel the nnsiety rise when you
beach your internet surfbonrd, pull the batteries on
the portable phone, or try to keep up with the latest
computerized innovations,

What lies beyond the shock waves of terminal
change? And, how does a culture that disregards
speed bumps in the name of progress influcnce cre-
ntors of the iconographic Iandscape?

Three complementary exbibits at the Cranbrook
Art Museum offer plenty of clues. And, by all
nceounts, the future will be as mysterious, fantasti-
cat and strange as the inexplicable past.

Uncharted communication

With the video artistry of Bill Viola, a collection of
work from cutting-cdge now media designers, and a
conservative sampling from the portfolio of Studic
Dunbnr - one of the world's leading design firms —
Cranbrook’s latest exhibits reveal a brave, new
21st-century world of uncharted forms of communi-
ention.

Apparently, it's the type of technologically aug-
mented communication that blurs the lines among
fine nrt, design and marketing.

“We're going to see more of this kind of imagery
in all aspects of our lives,” snid Irene Hofmann,

Fnurist. author Alvin Toffler long ago predicted
t!

Emerging: (Below) The video artistry
of Bill Viola and the new media
designs included in “Whereishere”
demonstraie the mesmerizing effec-
tiveness of technology used by con-
temporary artists.
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On the edge: Irene Hofmann, associate curator at Cranbrook Art Museum, has assembled
three exhibits that reveal the look and feel of 21st-century communication.

CRANBROOK'S EXHIBITS FEATURE LATEST IN DESIGN, VIDEO ART

associate curator at Cranbrook.

“If people are curious about where design is
going, its all about technology.”

Which, of course; also begs the post-modern ques-
tion: Will the tools of mass communication help to
cultivate or destroy hanest individualism?

There are no easy answers, Just shock waves.

Emerging from the deep
Clearly, Viola's work is the most thoughtful and
artistically compelling of the three exhibits. .
In the face of rapid-fire imogery and multi-media
assauits on the senses from TV and film, Viola's
video instatlations of

scious sea, the male figure bellows incoherently,
then slowly submerges until he becomes a swirling
abstraction.

The process is repeated ad infinitum with mes-
merizing effectiveness. And while the metaphor of
“emerging from the unconscious well” is perhaps
cliché, Viola's flawless technique and the intriguing
unfolding of the human figure is transfixing.

Indecd, projected on a large screen in a spacious
darkened room, “The Messenger” is a lush animated
painting that engages the viewer to consider the
nature of consciousness.

Along with video artists Gary Hill and Bruce

the last decade have

New Exhibits at charted a fertile path

Cranbrook Art for the relatively new
Museum medium.
In his latest work,
B “The Messenger,” o lorge- “The Mes

scale video projection work
by Bill Viola

W “Whereishere,” new media
design, o book and website
by a collectlon of interantion-
al designers

I "Bohind the Scen: Studio
Dumbar,” graphic designs
from The based
firen Ever-so slowly, the
naked male figure
rises to the surfuce,
With each moment, he
becomes more dis-
cernible. Upon emerg-
ing from the uncon-

originally installed in
1996 ot Durham
Cathedral in northeast
England - Viola pre-
sents a slow-moving
figure emerging from
lulating blue-

Whore: 1221 Woodward
Ave., Dloomfield Hills

Hours: 11 a.m. 10 5 p.m.
Tuesdoy-Sunday; 11 a.m. to 9
p.m. Thursday: {248) 645
3323

Viola is integral in elevating the medium
of video much in the same way that photographers
pushed their medium to be accepted as & fine art n
century ago,

Whereas Viola's work is purposeful and histori-
cally significant, the new media designers work in
“Whereishere™ appears more like n rushing cathar-
sis of curiosity without limits.

Age of obsession
The work in “Whereishere” is impossible to locate
~ literally.
The eriginals don't exist, except for on a comput-
er sercen,” said Hofmann, who noted that the exhib-
it is Jocated on a website and the many images
taken fram online designs assembled in o book. .
The exhibit has been compiled by Laurie and '
Scott Mnketa, heads of Cranbrook’s design depart-

ment.
Basically, the Makelas sent out a “call to entries”
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BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
BTAFF WRITER

U
Iehomin@oe.homecomm, net

For many, hearing the words to “Little
Drummer Boy™ or “Sleigh Ride” triggers
images of cutting out coakies, decorating
the tree and caroling with family and
friends.

Preparing for the Livonia Symphony
Orchestra's Dec. 12 concert of holiday
music brought back n lot of memories
recently when conductor Volodymyr
Schesivk and Bloomficld Township
flutist Ervin Maonroe shared some of
their traditions and cultures, The two
take to the stage with the archestra,
Alexnnder Zonjic & Friends, and the
Churchill High School Choir to ring in
the “Sounds of the Scason™ for a piper's
holiday of songs.

Schesiuk smiles a8 he remetnbers the
sounds of carolers and strect performers
knocking on doors in Ukraine on Christmag Eve to
tell of the Three Kings coming from the East. Dressed
in costumes, the merrimnkers {vent from hause to
house ringing traditional holiday sengs and wishing

. everyone a Happy Christmns and Best Wishes for the

new year. Full, afler o dinner of not less than 12 spe-
cin] dishes cooked by the Indy of the house, Ukrainian
familics living in obacure villages and in the moun-
tains waited until the sun went down to light candles
in their windows aa a sign for the groups to let the

b e et

the holidays

Symphony Orchestra.

festivities hegin,
In celebration of his new life in the US,, Schesiuk
brings the warmth of his homeland to the holiday

music popular with American audiences in the con-
cert at Churchill High School Auditorium in Livania.
While there wen't be any Kutya, a Ukrainian dish of
whole wheat cerenl dresscd with heney and nuts,
guests Monroe, principn] piper with the Detrait Sym-
phony Orchestra, and Zonjic join the Livonia orches-
tra nlong with the Churchill High School Choir for a
witle urray of selections including -John Willinms'

1 N

A plper's holiday: Alexander Zonjic
(left) and Ervin Monroe will play
holiday favorites with the Livonia

.| | “Sounds of the Season”
‘What: The Livonta Symphany Orchestra cele- *
brates the holidays with a concert featuring *
Ervin Monioe, pnncipal flutlst with the

Detroit Symphony Orchestra, Alexander Zon:
Ji€ & Frlends, and the Churchill High School
Choir. An art exhidit of reindeer and Santas
by clementary students from Livonia Public
Schools will be showcased {a the lobby dur-
ing Intermission.

When: 7 p.m, Saturday, Dec, 12. i

Whete: Churchill High School Auditorium,
900 Newburgh, (rorth of Joy Road), tivo

nin,

Tickets: $15 ndulls, $8 chidren age 12 and
under, coll (248) 6456666, (734) 421-1111
or {734) 364-274%. .

music from the movie “Home Alone.”

After intermission, Zonjic will be joined on stage by
his jnzz ensemble for favorites such as Chuck Man.
gione's “Bellavia™ and "Ttudoph the Red Nose Rein-
deer” LSO flutists Robynn Rhodes, Stephanie Ault-
Justur and Teri Rae Martin will be featured with
Monroe and Zenjic in “Tambourin for Celln, Dauble
Bass and Flutes™ by Jean Phillippe Rameau.

“On Christiuos Eve, it's like folk theater with kids
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