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Compuware plays role in city’s economic picture

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BYAFF WRITER
loconnor@oc.homecomm.net

The Farmington Hills econom-
ic development picture is rosy,
capecially if a substantial bud
remains in the arrangement.

Econosmic Development Com-
mission Director John Anhut
told Farmington Hills City
Council the area is within the
65-35 residential-business ratio

needed for a healthy tax buse.

Of $3.2 billion state equalized
value of real property in the city,
$2.1 billion (65.4 percent) is resi-
dential while $1.1 billion or 34.6
percent is non-residential. Com-
mercial property accounts jor
$813 million while industrial
muokey up the remnining $298
million.

“We're on target there and we
should stuy there,” Anhut told

council members during his
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annual report at the Nov, 23
meeting. “Particularly if we keep
someone in tawn, cespecially the
one we've been pursuing.”

The one Anhut referred to is
Compuware Corp., .which is
weighing a move to Detroit.
Anhut and the EDC has been at
the forefront in the effort to keep
the computer soflware company
in the Hills.

A decision could come any time
during the next three months,
reports said,

“Just keep your fingers
crossed,” Anhut said to councit
members. “I suppose possession
is nine-tenths of the law. They're
still here.”

Whatever the outcome, Farm-
ington Hills must rerain “busi-
ness fricndly” in order to keep
companies here, Anhut said. He
1 council for its vote
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B ‘Just keep your fingers crossed.1 suppose pos-
session Is nine-tenths of the law. They’re still
h

ere.’

—EDC chairman

on the Hellas' exit permit, which
cnabled the company to move to
Plymouth Township and take
advantage of a tax break there.

The EDC olso backed a city
tax break -~ npproved by couneil
— to Robert Bosch Corp., which
allowed the Hills-bnsed company
to qunlify for a larger state tax
cut to stay in Michigan.

In the case of Hellas, there is
no immedinte benefit to the city,
Anhut said. “It shows we're not
hard-nosed,” he added.

The bottom line in keeping
businecsses is staying in contact
with their owners, which is
something Anhut said he docs
frequently. “Fhat'a my baby,” he
added.

The longtime owner of the
Botsford Inn is particularly con-
corned about the Grand River
corridor.

The third phase of the EDC-
sponsored beautification project
is nearly complete. Lights should
be installed in December, Anhut

said.

Now the key is getting busi.
ness and property owners to
spruce up their own arcas.

Anhut is also worried about
the impending loss of three busi-
nessecs along the corridor.
Richard Tool & Die is moving to
another area in order to expand.

“I'm beginning to see some
chinks in the armor and I'm
noticing some businesses closing
up,” he sunid. “We're going to
have to nddress that.”

The EDC is busy in other
areas.

Anhut said he wants business-
¢s to consider offering flex time
to employces to prevent the glut
of 6 p.m. traffic. One company in
the Farmington Hills Industrial
Park nrea has heeded the advice.

“It's helped,” Anhut said.

City not likely to take action with store

BY Tip SMITH
STAFF WRITER |
tamith@oc.homecomm.net

Barring any unforescen cir-
cumstances, the city of Farming-
ton likely will not tnke legal
action stemming from Farmer
Jack's exit from the downtown
center after all.

Farmington City Manager
Frank Lauhoff Thursday said
that tatks arc proceeding, albeit
slowly, between all parties,

Hammering out a deal are:
Farmer Jack's parent company,
the Greater Atlantic & Pacific
Tean Cempany; Downtown Farm-
ington Center landlord Kimeo
Realty Corp.; local broker The
Olsen Retail Group Inc.; und the
new tenant being courted, a spe-
cinlty grocery store.

Several weeks ago, Lauhoff
pointed to n late November or
carly December completion of
negotintions and suggested the
city would pursuc legal action
ngainst Farmer Jack/A&P in the
event talks statled,

But now the city's stance hos
softened. LoubofT snid there like-
ly won't be a lawsuit because
enough positive signs are emerg-
ing from the discussions.

“The need for the city to take

‘The need for the city
to take (legal) action Is

probably not going to
occur.’
Frank Lauhoff
—City manager

(legal) action is probably not
going to occur,” Lauhoff said. He
did atress, however, that there
really arc no 100-percent-guar-
antecs in business deals.

Farmer Jack vacated the shop-
ping center in late June, shutter-
ing the 20,000 square-foot mar-
ket because it already operates a
superstore at Nine Mile-Farm-
ington, only about a mile away.

It is projected that approxi-
mately holf of the old Farmer
Jack space would be filled by the
would-be_tenont, whom Lauhofl
ia not identifying publicly.

Degpite the new optimism, it is
not known when a decision
might be made. Negotintions are
going well, but dragging, and the
issue might not be decided until
carly 1999.

* Going against a December
decision is the holiday season,
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Closed: The F;zrmer Jack in the Dcwntown
Farmington Center closed in late June.

which Lauhoff admitted tends to
nlmost eliminate opportunitics
for officinla and corporate execu-

@ holf around the wond.

Cortler, Now at Somersat Collection. Blenvlenual

CARTIER COMES TO TROY AT SOMERSET COLLECTION

Carlier, the international jeweler, with stores on the woid’s most celebrated streets, opens s first
Troy store today. After 150 years In Pors on the fue de la Paix, 95 years on Bond Street In London,
and 90 years on fifth Avenue in New York, Cartier now brings Its disinguished collection of jewalry,
walches and giffs te an elegant new home right In Troy’s most vibrant shopping envionment.

All 1he famous Cortier cteations are hate: Innovative boutique Jewalry ideas, the most desired
glfts of sitver and crystal, and the complete range of Cartier products: watches, clocks, pens,
lighters, teather goads. scarves, eyeweor and fiogrances.

Wa Invite you to visit our new home. We are teady to welcome you with courtesy, with wormih,
and with the famous sense of personal service that has been o Cartier tradttion for a century and

Cartier

Sornersot Collection + 2801 Wast big Beaver R, Troy (246) 649-4000

tives to meet, let nlone have sig-
nificant discussions.

Local Lions
help out

The Farmington Aren Lions
Club is among Lions Clubs in
southeastern Michigan that con-
tinue to be a major supporter of
the disable students who uttend
Mndonna University in Livonia.

In 1997-98, the university
reccived $30,290 from 88 Lions
and Lioness clubs.

The money is npplied in 2
number of ways to help disabled
students, including scholarships
and devices to help hearing
impaired students.
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Warbonnet
Passenger Set
Imagine rldiog the Santa Fe
Warbonnet on lis legendary scenic
routcs. Nowy you can relive the plory
days ol this grear passeuger sallraad
with thiy Lionck stecamlined classic
taln set, The Warlmonet passenget
et Includes everyiling yau need L
get mnning: locomative, tiree tally
flluminated passengee cars, 277263
oval of wack, and 3 40-wart power
and canteol systern. s a terrllic way
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