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BOOKS

Wrap up these fine new books
for little readers on your list

Tie n bright
red atring
arcund your fin-
er 80 you won't
forget that new
book for the lit-
tle ones on your
holiday gift list.
Here, a small
sampling . of

VICTg;LI‘; some of this

“Squids Will Be Sqmd:., by
Jon Scieszkn and Lane Smith
(Viking, $17.99). The guys who
unearthed “The True Story of 3

Little Pigs,” and then went on to
bring us *Math Curse” and “The
Stinky Cheese Man™ are
{hooray!) back again. This time,
Scicszka (n Michigan native) and
Smith add their own brand of
offhent Jate 20th century wit to
Acsopinn fables, making this
book fresh and funny for all
ages.

“... even thousands of years
ago people were bright enough to
figure out that you could gossip
ubout anybody - as long ns you
changed their name to some-
thing like ‘Lion’ or ‘Mouse’ or
‘Donkey” first,” we are told at
the irreverent outset. Soon we
are introduced to such inumortals
as Grasshopper, who forgets to
do his complieated history
assigament until the night
before its due date (“his mom
read the assignment and frenked
out™; “Frog,” who believes every-
thing he on television; and
Elephunt, who can never remem-
ber to phane home.

Though *Squids Will Be
Squids” may look slightly mud-
dled to adult readers at first,
chances are that kids witl simply
delight in these hodgepodge
pages from start Lo finish, just as

they hove \\rth the other Sciesz-
ka-Smith collaborations.

“What Night Do the Angels
Wander?” by Phoebe Stone (Lit-
tle, Brown, $16.95). Red-robed
nn!,cls sing, ice skate, cook und
perform miracles nlongside fan-
tastical raccoons, goldfinch, but-
terflies and big-eyed tots in this
rhymed picture book. Stone's
lush, jewel-toned illustrations
complement her Iyrical “lullaby”
perfectly, What better way to
spend Christmas than cuddled
up with your favorite small
angels, sharing such enchonting

verse as “What night do the |

angels wake the children/when
the snow is flufly and deep/and
bring them to ride the silken
swans/that float on the lake of
sleep?” Great fun for memorizing
together, and for retelling on
whispery winter nighta!
“Antarctic Antics,” written by
Judy Sicrea; illustrated by Jose
Aruego and Ariane Dewey (Har-
court Brace, $16). Another
rhymed children's book, this one
is subtitled “A Book of Penguin
Poems” and chances are you'll
have to look far to find a more
delightful “travelogue” for the
younger armchair tourists on
vour list. Obviously, this one
whisks reader awny to frosty
Antarctic and, ng o foreword
indicntes, “the poems ... are
based on the real lives and
habits of emperor penguing,” If
that sounds a little dry and tuxe-
do-formal, relax and read on.
With titles like “My Father's
Feet,” “Regurgitate” (“Cough it
up, Dad!") and “Belly Sliding,”
the verses are packed not just
with facts, but with rollicking
(un. (“The curve of your beak
makes my flippers grow
weak/Be my penguin.”}
ilustrations, although mostly

in grays, blacks, whites, and ice
blues (what else?) simple sparkle
with liveliness.

*Lovk-Alikes,” by Joan Steiner
(Little, Brown, $12.95). When |
was a child, my favorite radio
show was sumuthing called
“Land of the Lost.™ Each week, o
big shiny fish numed Red
Lantern took children on an
undersen adventure through the
Iand where all lost things pre-
sumably found a happy heme.
There, old erasers could be
transformed inta boats, thimbles
into handy scating for certain
smull animals and disearded
candy wrappers metamorphosed
into nwnings for buildings fash-
joned of Popsicle sticks.

While “Look-Alikes™ (Which
deserves a zingier title) is not
exactly another version of “Land
of the Lost,” it is an enchanting
variation on the theme, The
cover invites ns to “Discover u
Land Where Things Art Not As
They Appear” and also “Find
more than 1,000 hidden every-
day objects.” And, as the book's
pages are uptm‘d kids of all ages
can visit the cities that are made
of everything from soda crackers
to mouse traps ta matchbo
stroll through the zon where the
jigsaw puzzle giraffes are shaded
by pincapple “tre or navigate
the calorful harbor where a Life
Saver is, of cours life snver,
and a guitar pick makes for a
fine sail,

For these who aren’t complete-
Iy up to the challenge of finding
every single look-nlike on every

le page, revealing “cheat
" are tucked away at
boak’s end.

Victoria Diaz is a Livonia free
lance writer You can reach her by
voice mail at 953-2045, then
press 1854,

JParents and son take dlfferent

roads to spiritual fulfillment

When World
War 1T ended in
1945, news of
Nazi atrocitics
shocked people
of ol religions
und nationali-
ties. Jews, ospe-
cially, were
hard-hit by the
tragedy  that
befell their 6
million
brethren. Many vowed to coun-
teract the terror by strengthen-
ing their religious nffilintion and
supporting the growiny effort to
cstablish a Jewish state.

But two individuals, Florence
Greenglass and Solomon Dubn-
er, did not share the anguish nor
the desire to rebuild from the
ashes. They ignored the pictures
and news reports coming from
Europe. This was strange,
because in 1939, when the war
began, both were Jewish. In
1945, however, Florence and
Solomon emerged a8 Catholic:
converted, baptized nnd engaged
to be married in a Catholic cere-
mony that not a single relative
would attend.

Why did two Jews reject their
heritage just when their people
needed them most? To what
extent were these young people
able to reinvent themselves?
And how successfully did they
puss their reinvention on to the
next generation?

These questions, an well s
their answers, are explored in
“Turbulent Souls,™written by
the editor of the New York
Times Sunday Magnazine,
Stephen J. Dubner, the couple’s
eighth and youngest child,

Dubner's description of his
mother's early years when she
was an aspiring ballerina
revenls a sensitive woman
searching for something she
missed at home a purposefulness

ESTHER
LITTMANN

and spiritual anchor that her
gecular Jewish upbringing did
not provide. Solomon, too, was
searching to fill a void. Coming
from an observant immigrant
family, he failed to connect with
his father's strict orthodoxy.
When his mother died, the 15
yunr-uld languished, dc«pernluly
in need of maternal warmth and
understanding. This, writes
Dubner, he found in the worship
of the Virgin Mary and in the
love of Florence Greenglass, Lwo
women cut from the same holy
cloth.”

After the two converts -- now
Veronica and Paul-- were mar-
ried in n Brooklyn church only
two miles from where the latter's
heart-broken father ways sitting
shiva for his son, their union
"relcased an cnormous amount
of encrgy, as if two chemicals . . .
had in their fusion combusted in
a most dramatic fashion." They
became active in church life and
in Catholic organizations,
befriended priests and invited
them to dinner, joined a back-te-

. naturc group and contemplated

living in a commune.

And they became parents,
delighting in their eight healthy
and talented children. The
author remembers with great
fondness the fun, laughter, activ-
ity, virtue, and hard work that
characterized the home. His
parents sct high standards for
themselves and provided a chal-
lenging and wholesome environ-
ment for their family.

In fact, the Dubners lived such
an exemplary Cutholic life that
no one in their rural community
of upstate New York would have
guessed their Jewish origins.
And since Florence (now Veroni-
ca) hnd also changed her maiden
name from Greenglasa to Win-
ter, no one connected her with
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg and
Ethel's younger brother, David
Greenglass, all of whom were

BOOK HAPPENINGS

Book Happenings features vari-
ous happenings at suburban
bookstores. Send news leads to
Hugh Gallagher, Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers Inc.,
36251 Schooleraft, Livonia, Mt
48150, or fax them to
{313)591-7279, or e-mail him at
hgatlagher@oe, homecomm. net

BORDERS (DEARBORN)
Monto Nagler signs his new plc-
ture colendar Panorama 1999 7
\

p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 8; Miteh
Albom signs his book “Tuesdays
‘With Morrie,” 7:30 p.m. )
Thursday, Dee, 10, ot the store,
5601 Mercury Drive, Dearborn,
(313)271-4441,
TRUTH BOOKSTORE (NORTHLAND
MALL)
Dr. Aombaye Ramsey hasts a
Kwanzan Workshop 3 p.m.
Saturday, Dec, 12 at Lhe store,
Nerthland Mall, Scuthtield.

arrested as Russian spies. Ethel
and David were Veroniea’s first
cousins, the children of her
Uncle Bernice.

It's one thing to reinvent
yourself and then maintain your
new identity at all times, It's
another thing to pass that new
identity on to the next genera-
tion. And that's where the
author, Stephen Dubner comes
in.

He, too, has n “turbulent soul,”
in need of spiritual sustenance.
‘The only difference lies in the
nature of that sustenance. For
today, Stephen Dubner is a prac-
ticing Jew. He describes in great
detail his “return™ the hours of
reading, of discussion and
prayer, of editing n book based
on the teachings of Rabbi
Schneerson. And he writes of
his compaiga to uncover the
“secret” of his parents' conver-
Bion,

Living in a time of far grenter
apenness nnd being careful not
to re-enact the estrangement of
the previous generation, the 30-
something writer and former
musician has suceceded where
his parents could not. Dubner
has become nn instrument of rec-
oncilintion between his Catholic
family and the dozens of Jewish
relatives he has since discovered.

There is ko much mare to write
about this book! Sensitive,
ingightful, it is a fascinnting
study of the nature of identity
and religious inspiration.

Whnt a wonderful gift for
cither Christmas or Hanukkah!

Stephen Dubner was a speaker
at the Jewish Book Fair in
November, His book is available
at Borders and Barnes and
Nobte.

Esther Littmann is a resident
of Bloomfield Township. You
can leave her a message from
touch-tone phone at (734) 951
2047, maitbox muanber 1893, Her
fax number is (248) 644-1314.

BORDERS (ROCHESTER HILLS)
Gus Mollasis signs bls book "0n a
Wing and a Prayer,” 7 p.m.
Wednesdoy, Cec. 9; bedtime
story, “20th Century Children's
Book Treasury,” 8 p.m. Thursday,
Occ. 10; Michacl Kreiger enter-
talns 8 p.m. Friday, Dec. 11;
Karen Newman entertains 3 p.o.
Saturday, Dec, 12; Joffrey
Michoel entertalns 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec, 12 at the store,
Six Mile and Haggerty, Northville.
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