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Help: The Salvation Army
is in need of volunteer
bell-ringers to stand out-
side stores in the Farm-
ington Hills area Mon-
days-Saturdays. Two-
hour time slots are avail-

able. Call 477-1153.

Don't forget: The Holiday
Art Fair continues 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. today in
Building H on the Oak-
land Community Cam-
pus. The fair is brought
to you by the Michigan
Guild of Artists and Arti-
sans, the same folks who
bring you the summer
Ann Arbor Art Fair.

Planning: The Farmington
Planning Commission
will discuss a proposal by
Jack Demmer Ford for a
used car lot, as well as
plans for the Sunny Day
Care Center, at 8 p.m. in
city council chambers,
23600 Liberty.
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Police are crediting o pair of sporting
goods employees for a heads-up play in
spotting stolen praperty.
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k thinking of two Play It

Again Sports employees who spotted stolen
property, police were able to step in and nab
two 19-year-olds who later confessed to steal-
ing hockey cquipment and golf clubs.

Their actions led Farmington Hills
police to arrest two 19-year-olds, who
confessed to stealing hockey equipment
and polf clubs nmong other items after
i)mnking into cars in a Novi neighbor-
hood.

Clerks at Play It Again Sports on
Orchard Lake in Farmington Hills
became suspicious when the teens Inter
tried to sell some, of the stolen hockey
and golf equipment Dec. 6. They man-
aged to delay the seller until police
arrived.

The store specializes in resale athlet
ic equipment and often buyt used gear
from customers.

“They tag-tcamed the customer very
well,"” said Mark Wolf, Play It Again
Sports manager. “They kept going back
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nnd forth getting appraisals. o
“We train all of our employees and

they fallowed the manual to the *T.' " -
Eric Eckler said he and a co-worker.-

who didn’t want to be identified -
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Murdered prof
is remembered

By Tim SMITH
STAFF WRITER
tsmith@oc.homecamm.net

Wayne State University Profensor
Andrzej Olbrot usunliy had the unswer
for any question directed at him in life.
And it didn’t motter whether queries
were obout his chosen field, engineer-
ing, or not.

“His head was like a computer,” anid
his former wife, Henryka Olbrot.
“Sports, music, books, if you give the
question he'd give the answer.” 4

Yet, no one could immediately
explain why a 48-year-old graduate
student burst into his classroom at Old
Main at about 7:20 p.m, Thursday and
shot the 52-year-old clectrical engi-
neering professor to death, The victim,
shot several times, was giving a finnl
examination to 15 students when the
shoating occurred.

Friday ofternoon, mcmbers of
Olbrot's family struggled with the
irony of his life and death at their
Farmington Hills home.

“l have no elue why,” said his 17-

year-ald son, Wojciech, a senior at Har-
rison High Schpol. “He didn’t go vut
and start trouble for anybody. Ife just
worked hord to make his life snd our
lifc as good as could be.”

There were indications that their life
might be getting better, too. Wojciech's
parents, the murder victim and Henry-
ka, who divorced in 1993 after a 21-
year marriage, were ot least congider-
ing getting their fumily together again.

The couple also huve u second surviv-
ing son, Pavel, 26. He sadly described
the murder of his fulher as bring “quite
a shock.”

Henryka Olbrot's eyes welled up as
ghe mentioned her mother, Holorita

.Zakrzewskn of Warsaw, Poland -

whom she described as one of Andrzej’s
favorite people, cven after their
divorce.

“Whenever he went back to Poland
after the divorce, he'd bring her flowers
and gifts ... She (Holorita) nlways wos
thinking he'd come back to us”® follow-
ing Andrzej's subsequent second
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Moumning: Henryka Olbrot, Andrzej Olbrot
their son, Wojciech, 17, a senior at Harrison,
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rmer wife, and -
talk about the

Wayne State University professor who was murdered while

teaching Thursday night.

udy Flyer

Gary Galvin

11y

Home-based visits from tcachers, to
teach bobies and toddlers up to age 3, are
among an early childhood study commit-
teo's formal recommendations to the Farm-
ington Bonrd of Education.

The report will be detailed during Tues-
day’s 7:30 p.m. board meeting, by Alamedn
Early Childhood Center principal Mary
Lou Somerville, The mecting is scheduled
for the Lewis Schulman Administrative
Center, on Shiawassce,

Somerville snid the committee is recom-
mending the adoption of “a new culture
that includes preschool, and not just K-12,,
And I'm talking about from birth.”

Transformation: Gary Galvin, alias the “Rudy Flyer,” is
the scarf-waving wild and woolly mascot for the Universi:
ty of Dayton, whose team is aptly nicknamed The Flyers.

‘Tho catalyst for that *mindset” change is BY LARRY O'CONNOR With goggles and earflaps, Rudy | whipping colleginte crowds into a
now brain research about how children f"""wmh Flyer's getup depicts something of | frenzy, He's a prominent feature
learn from birth to age 3. . oconnoroc.homecomm.not a World War I barnatorming air- at University of Dayton basketball

*There are windowa of opportunity (f"_’, hon Orville and Wilbur fighter pilot. Last scason — games in the Arenn and ather ath-
learning growth) between ages zero and 3, Wright invonted their fly- | Galvin's first ns o mascot - Rudy letic eventa.

Somervillo snid, “We recognize this district
doesn't havo n lot available for children” in
that age bracket.

If the board approves the recommenda-
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had been resurrected in the form
of a §5,000 high-tech costume that
veered from a goofy grin to 2
acowling growl.

*Jt's more of a Chuck Yeager
ook, He's not o little weenio any-
more,” sald Megan McCallister, U-
Dayton assirtant athletic director,

Galvin, who played football and
lacrosse at Dotroit Catholic Cen-
tral High in Redford, revels in

Rudy's identity is concenled
from the Flyer faithful, although
his friends are in on the secret.
They acknawledge him by dis-
pensing less than-discreet hi gh-
fives to him at contests.

Rudy 8 also a mognet for chil-
dren, who follow him from atop
their dad's shouldera or latch onto

ing machine, littlo did
they know they'd apawned Gary
Galvin's nlter-cgo.

The Farmington Hills native’s
*Rudy Flyer” persona is a byprod-
uct of the Wrighta' concoction. On
game night, the University of
Dayton sonfor tranaforms into a
acarf-waving wild and wooily mas-
cat for his school, aptly nicknamed
Tho Flyers.
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Walgreens
eyes site

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
STAFF WRITER
loconnor@ee.homecomm.net

A developer for o national drugstore
chain submitted plans to build an out-
let on 10 Mile and Orchard Lake in
Farmington Hills.

If the site plan is approved, construc-
tion for o new Walgreens could start in
the spring on the southeastern corner.
Wendy's and Big Boy restaurants as
well as n bike shop would be Jeveled to
make room for the new structure, o
Farmingten Hills city official snid.

Farmington Hills Planning Commis-
sion is expected to review site plans at
its Dec. 18 meeting.

“Their proposal is basically to tear
down and build n Walgreens,” said Ed
Gurdiner, Hills city planner.

A retail drugstore fits in with exist-
ing property uses. The land is zoned for
general business use.

Though the outlet would be the first
Walgreens in Farmington Hills, the
1llinois-based chain will go head-to-
hend with a Rite-Aid outlet in the
Orchard-10 Plaza across the street.

Rite Aid bought out the independent-
ly-owned Orchard Drugs two years ago.

“1 think they all - Arbor, Rite Aid
and Walgreens — kind of look for the
same criteria, That's why you sce that,”
snid Andrea Farnicola of GNI Develop-
ars in Rockford, 111, which handles
Walgreens expansion projects.

“We compete with them in a number
of different arens,” ndded Yvette Annc
Venuble, Walgreens communication
specialist.

tlowever, the Walgreens spokeswom-
an termed plans for the propoaed
Farmington Hills site as “premature.”
The chain usually confirms sites after a
lense hns been signed with the develop-
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