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No coach
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1 BY MARIE CHESTNEY
! STAFF WRITER
! mchestnoy@oc.homecomm.not

! The ax did fali this year on the
girls gymnastics team at
! Clarenceville High, But it didnt
+ fall because the district canceled
3 the pregram, as Clarenceville
! parents feared would happen
) last year.

Tho high school sports pro-
gram died, at least for the 1998
199 school year, because the dis-
tirict couldn’t find a certified
t gymnaat coach who wanted to
s teach it.

“We ndvertised for a coach in
newspapers and at gymnastic
clubs for about three weeks,”
snid Superintendent Tom Tat-
tan, “Not one person applied.”

The district went looking for a
certified coach in late October
after tho Clarenceville Board of
ducation, responding to the
leas of parents of several girl
:gymnusts. agreed to continue the
| program.

! Its future was in jeopardy,
1 partly beeause of the lack of par-
: ticipants and partly because of
Vthe lack of a feeder program at

Thirty Farmington Public
chools students from Farming-
on, Harrison and North high
chools recently took the second
art of the annual Michigan
MHathematics Prize Competition.

The competition is sponsered
y the Michigan Scction of the
Iathematical Association of
America.

Students qualified for Part 1T
y placing among the top 7 per-
ent of 14,000 participants in an
éxamination given Oct. 14 at
more than 360 schools across

higan.

e qualifiers took the Part II
am Wednesday, Dec. 9. The

Clarenceville Middle School.

The trustecs also agreed to
explore the possibility of lnunch-
ing a middle school feeder pro-
gram. And they also agreed to
hire a coach to replace Chuck
‘Thompson, the former coach who
retired.

Barbara Bennett, one of the
parents urging the sport be con-
tinued, said Thursday that it’s
tough to hire n conch in October,
when achool meets are just get-
ting under way.

She said she will press the dis-
trict to advertise once again the
$3,887-n-year job in late spring.

Her daughter, Gabricl, an
advanced gymnast who practices
in a private gym during the sum-
mer, is one of the teens who
came before the board in October
asking the trustees to both con-
tinue the sport and hire & certi-
fied conch.

The huge split in skill level
between team members — a high
number of beginners and two
girls with advanced skills,
including Gabriel - made it
essentinl the district hire a certi-
fied conch, thus making the job

100 students with the highest
combined scores will bu invited
to a banquet March 6 in their
honor at Michigan State Univer-
sity.

College scholarships ranging
from $450 to $2,400 will be pre-
sented to the top 50 finishers,

Junior students in the compe-
tition were: Nitsan Ben-Gal,
Nerth; Teresa Elsey, Harrison;
Danicl Freeman, North; David
Harris, North; Michael Levy,
North; Erik Oswald, Horrison;
Amanda Patton, Farmington;
I Srinivas, Farmi
Jeffrey Swinger, North; Ben-
jamin York, Farmington.

C’ville cancels gymnastics

scarch thnt much tougher, Tat-
tan said,

Two former Clarenceville
graduntes, gymnasts Kelly Krol-
czyk nnd Holly Fockler, who had
been coaching the girls, are not
certified und thus were not able
to apply for the job.

“No one is happy when we
climinate a program,” Tattan
said. “But we need to make sure
it's n safe, quality activity. We
need a coach who can teach both
groups (of girls)."

The big loss for the girls, Ben-
nett said, is that as members of
a private gym, they can’t com-
plete with teams in the high
school athletic associntion,

The sport was slated to be can-
celed earlier in the year because
of the low number of girls who
had signed up this year - 15 -
and also because of injuriey suf-
fered by gymnasts last year,

Last yenr, the district’s con-
cerns over the program led to
talks with Farmington schools to
combine both districts' pro-

ams.

“We tried, but Farmington
said no,” Tattan said.

"Ma_th competition adds up
for Farmington students

Senior students in the compe-
tition were: Kate Braunstein,
North; Kelly Brickner, North;
Jane Gazman, North; Kevin
Genry, Harrison; Kush Gulati,
North; Daniel Honig, North;
Nick Jordan, North; Loren Klein,
Farmington; Jarret Kuo, North;
Tim Muir, North; Molly Notari-
anni, North; Oz Pearlman,
North; David Pesci, Harrison;
Will Rend, Farmington; Aricel
Schwayder, Harrison; YiRen
Tan, Farmington; Randi Taub,
North; Rachel Williams, North;
Wayne Yang, North; John
Zwinck, North.

Bloomfield Hills.

PDA Architects of Farming-
ton Hills won its first design
award from the Detroit Chap-
ter of the American Institute
of Architects,

The firm was recognized for
its design of the Cross of
Christ Lutheran Church Fam-

A winner: PDA Architects of Far
Detroit Chapter of the American
of Christ Lutheran Church Fami

Architectural firm wins

ily Life Center & Narthex
Addition in Bloomfield Hills.

The jury noted how its
thoughtful elever details
enriched the building.

The firm was honored nt
annual awards ceremonies in
November at the Detroit Insti-

mington Hills took home an award from the i
Institute of Architects for its design of Cross
ly Life Center and Narthex Addition in

tute of Art.

The Calsonic North Ameri-
ean Headquarters in Farming-
ton Hills, designed by Studio
B Architects in Birmingham,
also made it into the winnery
cirele.

WIC hosts annual Dogs-Diamonds

Women in Communications of
Detroit invites communication
and business professionals to
nominate coampanies or organiza-
tions for helping ar hindering the
advancement of women.

It's the 15th annual Dogs and
Diamonds Awards that WIC of
Detroit preseats every February.

The Diamoend Award recog-

oroR

ing women,

The Dop Award is given to an
individual, company or organiza-
tion whose policics, practices,
advertising, or other activities
have hindered the progress of
working women,

Nominatiens must be in writ.
ing and include: nomince’s

nizes the efforts of an indi .
company or organization that
offers n workplace culture for
women to thrive, or whose activi-
ties enhance the status of work-

name, address and telephonc
number; ince's emy Gf
applicable); the award for which
the nominntion is made; reason
for the nomination; and support.
ing materials, such as pho-

tographs, news relenses, articles,
letters of suppart, etc.

Nominations must be received
no later than Jan. 5, 1999, Si
neminations to Dogs & D
monds, Women in Commun
tions of Detroit, P.O. Box 1288,
Royal Oak, MI 480681288,

TFounded in 1909, The Associa.
tion far Women in Communicit-
tiony has more than 7,000 pra-
fessional members.

For more information about
the group, catl Kim Boyd at (313)
535-4202.
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=There are many new exciting programs this winter
at the Birmingham Family YMCA!

,Power yogaQ, Kickfit kickboxing, Swing dancing, Jive and Dive
F for teens, Y Personal Fitness program, plus... our aiways popular
E: preschool programs for tols, ages 18 mos and up.

- Registration for the Winter | and Winter li sessions will begin on
:Monday, December 7, 1998, for all Fitness and General
‘members. Program members may register beginning Monday.
December 14, 1998. For your convenience, you may register

" for both the Winter ! and Winter Il sessions at the same timel
Take advantage of our mail-in, fax and voice mail registrations.
We accept MC, Visa and Discover.

Come see what is new at the Birmingham YMCAL

«orell ¢,

v%

|

3

you need
for under
the tree.

Chom effler -

GREAT DESIGNS
FOR BODY AND HOME

BIRMINGHAM THEATRE BUILDING
227 SOUTH OLD WOODWARD
BIRMINGHAM, MICHIGAN 48009

248-642-0548
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