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Internet accelerators will speed up access to Web "

aking the Internet work

faster is something high

on everybody's wish list
this holiday season.

The problem is, unless we live
in one of the atill limited areas
served by cable TV Internet
nceess or the new DSL service
from Ameritech, we're mostly
atuck with clunky old modems
that all too often turn the World
Wide Web into the World Wide
Wait.

But there is same good news.

There are some handy new
programs that ... pretty painless-
1y ... can let you get a major
speed boost na you surf the net.

They'ro called net “nccelera-
tors.”

If you go to one of the free
download sites like

key word scarch
on “Internet
Acceleratora,”
you'll find plen-
ty of offerings.
But I have two
that I ean rec-

PC
TALK

can get it from the Web site for
free.

But a $30 version of the Net-
Sonic program does something
else,. Something much better. It
... excuse the geck speak here ..
offcra “a maximum transfer rate

ommend. optimizer.”

The first is my That's a very nerdy way of say-
favorito, some- ing it fine tunes the way your
thing called Net- Internet connection is config-
Sonie, nvuilnb}le ™ ured, and then it ckes out more
fram the cfficiency ... often very noticeable
web3000  site WENDLAND efficiency. I've been very

(http//wwi.web3000.com/),

It works this way: Since most
Internct surfors return to the
same pages agnin and again,
NetSenic stores the main graph-
ic elements of each page and
only retrieves the content that

impressed. I'm regularly noting
a 30 to 40 percent improvement
in accessing certain Web sites.
And I'm not alone, More thon
700,000 other surfers arc using
NetSonic, too.

If you regularly check in to
certain sites that arc updated a

download.caom
(www.download.com ) and do a
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time. Now that's good. And you
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lot, there's a feature that allows
you to exclude them from pulling
up the old graphic clements. My
page, www.pemike.com, for
example, is updated a couple of
times n day. So I excluded it
from NetSonic, That means that
it nutomatically refreshces it

Michigan's just-released safcty
belt use rate is up only slightly
from last ycar, according a sur-
vey conducted by the University

every time I log on, instead of
firat loading the old, stored
images,

There's a similar program
with an even nerdier name ...
Tweak-Dun (http://www.patter-
sondesigns.com/twenkdun/) .

It's available for downlond on
the web, too, and claims it can
double your download speed by
climinating fragments of data
packets... that's that same opti-
mizing your internet connection
whatchamacallit thing that Net-
Sonic docs. Tweak-Dun is share-
ware ... meaning you can get it
for free but, if you use it, they
want $16.

But hey, you wouldn't use it if
it didn't work so... if you get
faster net access.. i

As 1 said, it's been my experi-
ence that these web nccelerators
really do work. You try it and be
thp Jjudge.

parts of your system.

Ren) Audio Updntes: Mean-
time, have you checked out my
Web sitc (www.pemike.com)? I've
added n new daoily briefing in
Real Audio. You log into the site,
and, with just n mouseclick, you
can hear me reporting the top
tech news stories of the day.
Thanks to Altimedia (www.alti-
medin.com) and the BigNet
(swww.bignet.net) for making this
service available.

Bottom line shopper: There's
another free service on my site
that's worth mentioning. It's
calted the Bottom Line Shopping
Agent. Type in a keyword of
something you're interested in
buying, be it a book, music or

hardware or
The ngent then searches the
Internet and returns you a list of
every online place that sells that
item, arranged by price... thus

ST, h :

The c-mail I've since

te see

talking about these on my radio
show have convinced me that the
programs are solid and not apt
to eause conflicts with other

of Michigan Transportation

Research Institute (UMTRI).
Use of safety belts is 9.9 per-

cent in 1998 veraus 67.6 percent

g you to
where you can get the best price.
Congrats to WDIV online - It's
with a sensge of real pride that I
congratulate my friends at

in 1997. The national rate in

1997 was 67.6 percent.
Historically, federal guide-

lines have required states to
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WDIV ONLINE (www.wdiv.com...
) for being voted the “Beat in the
Induatry” brondcast television
Web site by the Web Marketing -
Asnociation.

1 founded WDIV ONLINE
almost five years ago and helped
nurture its growth until I left
the station this past September.”
Among those who have worked
g0 hard to make the site eo great
over the years is Adnm Miller of -+
Webcrosgings (www.webcross-
ings.com); Paul Manzelln, now of
Mort Crim Communications, and
Bill Young, who currently runs
the site.

Mike Wendland covers the
Internet for NBC-TV Newschan-
nel stations across the country. -
His “PC Talk” radio show airs
Saturday and Sunday afternoony
on Derroit's WXYT-Radio
AM1270. He is the author of a
series of Internct books. You can
reach him through his Web site -
at hitp:! {www.pemike.com .

Michigan sofety belt use up only slightly over last year’s rate

base their safety belt use rates
atrictly on belt use in passenger
vehicles. Thia is the first year
Michigan and other states are
reporting safety belt usc rates as
the average for passenger vehi-
cles, sport utility vehicles, vans-
minivans, and pickup trucks

Lowest rate of usage is among
pickup truck drivers, 54.1 per-
cent,
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