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Select elementary students will get laptops in 3-year pilot :

BY JENNIFER PLACINTO
STAFF¥ WRITER
jplacinte@ochomecomm.net

Whalled Loke elementary stu-
dents won't get laptops in Jan-
uary as proposed, and, for the
mast part, their parents are

pleased.

But parents hod mixed renc-
tiens recently to the administra-
tion's proposal to mnke laptopa
available to a sclect group of
fifth nnd sixth grade students
during a three-year pilot pro-

gram beginning next August.

That proposal was unanimous-
ly approved by the board of edu-

cation.

The “Anytime, Anywhere
Learning Program” would cost
nbout $50 per month per child
for laptop leases, a cost parents

would have to pay.

Opposing parents were con-
cerncd that unless the board

finds n less costly means

financing, some students will be

excluded.

“Docs this become a program
of the haves and have nots in a
public school setting?” asked

Steve Loe, n Novi parent.

Brenda Gelman-Berkowitz and
other parents who were against
the program said the monthly
costs could casily shoot up to $80

or $100 per month.

their kids ore on the Internet.”

which is unknown.

of

yenrs.

“Fifty dollare, I don't believe,
is what this costs,” Loe snid.
“Now we're faced with Internct
access charges and a lot of fami-
lies will have to put in another
phone line so they can stay in
contrct with the world while

The district is not paying for
the computers out of the 1996
bond money sct nside for tech-
nology, because thoese funds are
for infrastructure improvements
only, said William Hamilton, dis-
trict assistant superintendent of
curriculum. The schools will pay
the cost of teacher training,

Mike McClintock, a Commnerce
Township parent of four school
children nnd a laptop owner
since 1990, said he knows from
personal experience that laptops
become obsolete in about two

“{ cannot afford taptops for my
four children and for my busi-

ness,” McClintock said, *I can
put two computers in my house
for the cost of one of those.”

He gaid the pilot program
would eventually lend to peer
preasure and students whose
parents can't afford laptops will
feel pressured into buying them.

Wixom parent Lori Rich
agreed.

“A large part of their identity
ia tied to what they have,” she
said of middle school students.

Rich snid there are many mod-
erate income families who can't
afford the laptops, but wen't
qualify for finencial nssistance,

Hamilton stressed the whole
program is one of chaice, It will
be offered to a sclect group of
current fourth and fifth graders
in Watled Lake, Plensant Lake,
Hickary Woods and Keith ele-
mentaries. If there aren't enough
of these students, who were cho-
sen for the original pilot pro-
gram, other fifth and sixth
graders from those schools and
the four middle schools will have
the opportunity to participate.

The program, which was pro-
.posed to be offered to a group of

AGENDAS

The following nre ngendas for
some of the governmental mect-

ings for the coming weck:

Farmington Hills Zoning

Board of Appeals
Special meeting

. 7:30 p.m, Tucsday, Dec, 15

City hall, 31666 11 Mile
Road

1. Request variances to remod-
elnnd add to an existing indus-

tril building at 20720 Tuck
Road. Applicant is Anthony

Arslanian, owner is Don Arslani-

ant
2. Request variances to tear

dajvn an existing house on a lot
and to divide the lot into two and

tobuild a house on each at
21525 Roosevelt. Applicant is

Lawrence Lenehner for Abington

Divelopment, owner is Mark
Katowski.

‘Farmington Hills Planning

Commisston

Public-preliminary hearing

meeting

77:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 17

. + City hall, 31655 11 Mile
; Public hearings:
1

-1, Master plan amendment: an
urﬂcndmcnt to the master plan
for future land use for parcels on

the north side of Eight Mile,

between Eight Mile and Grand

Riyer.
‘2. Cluster site plan on the

southwest carner of 13 Mile and
~ Middlebelt ronds. Proponent is

l Michael Fellows, Cove Creck

Ltd. Partnership. Owner is Cove

I Creek Ltd. Partnership.
'3, Cluster site plan on the

wig and Patrick Carron.
‘Preliminnry hearings ~ old
business:

Forge facility. Proponent is
Anthony Arslanian. Owner is
D.C.&A. Properties.

:2. Revised site plan for the

for an addition to the existing
Nino Salvaggio International

‘Wade, Sarkesian Architects.
Owner is ABS Properties.
:New business;

New York Central
. Flyer Freight Sct
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| MERRLSEVEN TRAINS

19155 Merriman

Buy» Sell » Trada * Repait * A%
Gauges

southeast corner of 13 Mile and
Middlebelt roads. Proponent is
David A. Gans, Franklin Invest-
nient Co. Owner is Herbert Lud-

1. Revised site plan for 20720
Tuck Road. The request is for an
nddition to the existing Custom

southeast corner of 14 Mile and
Middlebelt ronds, The request is

Marketplace. Proponent is Roger

1. Lot split at 22300 Gill Rond

. LIONEL—

everything yuu tieed to gee runiing,

 whistle.tliree cars, 27° x 637 aval ot

HOBBIES & COLLECTIBLES

Livonla « {248) 477-0550

to create two parcels of single-
fomily residential. Proponent is
Robert LaValley. Owner is
Robert and Colleen LaValley.

2. Rezoning reguest on the
north side of 10 Mile Road, enst
of Ridgeview Drive from office
servico district to single-family

residential. Proponent is Steven
Schafer. Owner is Phoenix Land

Development,
3. Site plan on the south side

of 12 Mile, cast of Orchard Luke
Road fram office building to
office rescarch district. Propo-
nent iy C. Michnel Kojaian,
Owner is Orchards Office Assaci-
ates. .

4. Site condominium plan on
the cast side of Cass Avenue,
south of Nine Mile for 12 lots.
Proponent is Sam Boki, Tri-West
Development. Owner is Tri-West
Development.
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Redford Jewelry

Fine Jewelry ¢ Diamanda ¢ Expert Repair

Not a limitod
salaction
drads to

Anjaun M. Barad, MD, is a specialist in
Family Practice, providing general health care to
individuals of all ages. She has a special interest in
pediatric and adolescent health, women's health,

pr

Upon caming her medical degree at Wayne
State University, Dr. Barad completed her resi-
dency at Providence Hospital. She is a member of
the American Academy of Family Physicians, the
Michigan Academy of Family Physicians, and the
American Medical Association.

and patient
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PROVIDENCE
1IOSPIIAL AND MIDICAL CIATTEY
Mission Health Medical Center
Providence Primary Care Physicians .
37595 Seven Mite Rd., Suite 220
Livonia, Michigan 48152
For appointments: 734-432-7591

third through fifth graders in
Junuary, was ndtered following
the parent survey.

OF the 93 percent of fifth grade
parents wha responderd, ubout 40
pereent said they weren't willing
to pay for the laptops.

Other parent concerns includ-
ed educational henefits, respon-
sibility of young children carry-
ing the lnptops to and from
sehool und necess to the Internet.
The district plans to find a ser-
vice which will limit access,

e —c——
WALLED LAKE

Hunilton said.

Parents who supported the
concept snid they believed it
would increase their students
knowledge of technology and
provide real world apportunities.
Some school officials and parents
anid the laptop program is also n
way to motivate children to
learn.

Humilton said he envisions n

fifth through twelfth grade lap-
top program, but district officials .
will try to figure out a way to3
reduce the costs for everyone
first. .
One iden is finding corporate
denors for individual students.
The Walled Lake Foundation gf
Excellence has agreed to subsi-
dize those costs for low income.
families and is considering a 60
pereent subsidy for parents who
have more than one child,
involved in the program. !
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