A2(F) .

The Ob‘acmer & Eecentric/ SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1998

Former Farmington engineer loses battle with cancer

BY JENNIFEK PLACINTO
STAFF WRITER -
iplacintooo.homecomm.net

Hia family members and frienda did
everything they could (o come to
Stephen Crane's aid. But in the end, the
Fdarmington engineer who suffered from
a fare form of Leukemia, had to rely on
a toll of the dice.

‘Last week the 28-year-old lost the
gomble, but not without a two-and-a-
half-year Jong fight.

*My Friends Care,” a non-profit group
of:family fricnds, organized to raise
funds for medical costs not covered by
insurance and bone marrow drives to
find a lifesaving match. But despite
thisir efforts, no camplete matches were
found. So Stephen of West Bloomfield
opted to have a 50 percent match bone
marrow transplant with his father,
Rébert G. Crane, 63, as donor.

Stephen suffered from a rare form of

biowd cuncer, known as Chronic Myel-
ogenous Leukemia. He learned of his ill-
ness in June 1998 when he felt tired
and had a swollen ankle.

In the chronic phase of his discase for
two years, Stephen spent this summer
in South Carolina undergoing intense
radiation and chemotherapy before
receiving a bone mnrrow transplant in
July. His doctors at Harper Hospital in
Detroit recommended the Palmetto
Richland Memorinl Hospital where they
had “great success” with partial match
tranisplants, Jill said,

“You never know when you're going to
go inta the ncute phage,” and, Jill said,
sometimes transplants can't be done
once the disenso reaches that stage. *He
knew he would have to take the chance
and it looked like it would be okay.”

Stephen made it through the 100-day,
post-marrow transplant waiting period,
living in South Carolina to be close to
the hospital in case there were compli-
cations,

His biopsies ghowed the Loukemia
waa gone so he returnced to Weat Bloom-
field with his mother in October. But it
takes about a year for the new immune
system to begin functioning correctly,
Jill snid.

“We hud to be very caretul of what he
ate - the people he was around,” Crane
soid. “We tried to remain hopeful.
That's all you can do.”

On Nov. 16, Stephen wag in puin, s0
he was admitted to Harper where he
stayed until his possing Monduy, Nov.
30. '

“You have so much hope that it's
sroing to work and then it doesn't,” said
Barbara Smith, one of 10 family friends
to erganize “My Friends Care” which set
up fund-raisers and bane marrow
drives.

“Steven really fuced everything really
bravely,” Smith ssid. “He was told from
the beginning some of the tr 3 he
would have could kill him.”

Resulls of an nutopsy are pending,

but Hill said, 2 ¢
Stephen died
after his kid-
neys and
liver failed,

Through-
out the dis-
ense, Jill
snid, her son
never  come-
pained.

“He was a
very strong,
private indi-
vidunl,” she
said.

“I know that he tried to stay active,”
snid Smith of Farmington Hills. “I think
he was feeling pretty well.”

The West Bloomfield High School
gradunte and n graduate of Northwest-
ern University worked until this spring
as an engincer at Northern Ampower
Corp. in Farmington.

“Whenever somebody dies, all kinds of

Stephon Crano

good things are said about them,” said
his former employer Tom Bacsanyi, “In
the cnse of Steve, he was genuinely a
really nice guy.”

Not only was Stephen well liked, Bac-
sanyi anid, but cxtremely competent in
his job. L

“Even for selfish reasona, I was hop-
ing he would get over this and come
back to our company,” he said.

Jill hopes her son's passing will be o
beacon for others to get involved.

“I hope that everyone will register for
the bone marrow national registry
becnuse they can save somebody's life,”
Jill snid.

A memorial service was held at
Orchard Lake Community Church Dec,
5. Donntions in henor of Crane should
be made to the Karmanos Cancer Insti-
tute. .

To contact Karmanos, call (800) 527.
6266. For more information on the
National Bone Marrow Registry, call the
Amcrican Red Cross at {313) 833-1440.
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that occurred in Farmington and Farmington
Hills during the past week.

In Farmington Hills:
Police arrested a 31-year-old Detroit
woman
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> Newsroom:
> Newsroom fax: 248-477-9722
> Nightline/Sports: 734.953-2141
» Reader Comment Line: 734-953-2042
= Classified Adver{lsing: 734-591.0900
> Display Advertising:  734-591-2300
» Home Delivery: 248.901-4716
> Cable TV Weekly: 734-953-2190
HOMELINE: 734-953-2020

» Open houses and n
developments in your arca.

» Free real estate seminar
information.

» Current mortgage rates.

¢ CuLassiFiED AFTER HOURs: 734-591-0900

‘The dramatic rise in the popularity of dental
implants in recenl years is largely due to their
natural feed, appeatance, and function. Dental
implantation ivolves the insertion of a Utanium

st directly into the jawbone, which actually

below-gum portion of the Implant provides a
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by Herbert M, Gardner, D,0.S.

DENTAL IMPLANTS

which may be subject to shifling 2

a8 undertying bone shrinks,
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19171 MERRIMAN « LIVONIA
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Dentistry”

DENTAL ASSOCIATES,

including dental implants, root canal therapy,
eals directly onto the implant. Ayt resull, the Evevcmive, restorative, and cosmetic dentistry,
We're located at 19571 Mertiman Rozd, where
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» Place classified ads at your convenience..

& CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS
OAKLAND COUNTY: 248-901-4716

O&E ON-LINE:

» Request subscriptions at your convenience.

248-644-1100
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software-—PC or Macintash.
« Send and receive unlimited email.

and more.

newspapers.

i!'héust sbout any communlcations
n-Line users can:

« Access all features of the Internet—Telnet, Gopher, WWW

« Read electronic editions of the the Observer & Eccentric

» Chat with users across town of across the country. )
" "if you need help signing on to our sefvice, just call the
" O & E On-Line Hotline: 734:953-2266 . . -
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Kmart employee was
scen stealing a CD
pluyer, CDs, portable
clock nnd other items
from the store

them. She snid she
also stole medicine for

pnssenger
and stole a cellular
phone from n 1996
Mercedes
parked at Kendall-
wood Apartments Dee.

‘ m PHOTO REPRINTS: 734-591-0500
" Uider feprints of pletires that have been taken by our staff """
photographers: .

» Provide the publication date, paggcnumber, and description
of the picture, which must have been published within the
past 6 months, . )

« $20 for the first print, $7.50 for each additional print pald In
advance (check or credit card). . E
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Replacement Windows
We now offer financing
« Lifotima Warranty « Thortiopana In many styles and cofors o choose from
« Bows & Bays * Low E Glass * Superspacer Wiindows
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20271 Middlchelt Rd. » Livania * Jus! 8 Mile Ad.
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7-8. During the same night, a cellular phone
was stolen after a door window was shat-
tered on n 1996 Ford Explerer at the apart-
ment complex.

THEFY

In Farmington Hills:

Two laptop computers worth $4,500 were
stolen from a trailer at a construction site on
Drake Rond Dec. 8.

Two rings and two bracelets were stolen
from a room at the Botsford Inn on Grand
River Dec. 8.

DRUNKEN DRIVING
In Farmington Hills: .
Police arrested n Waterford man, 35, for

after the

h 3wt soment snad concete tew | Tier infant. drunken driving on Emmett and Inkster
Dee. 7. Police stapped the 1997 Dodge pickup
BREAK-INS R after it ran a stop sign. The driver had to be
"‘{;; Farmington tgken to Botsford Hospitnl to have bload
a8

drawn. He continued to be belligerent in the
cenergency room. ‘ -

Police arrested a South Lyon woman, 23,
for drunken driving on Grand River and
Jncksonville Dec. 8. The driver hiad a blood
alcohol level of .16 percent.
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Attitudes for the mind

ISpeciolizing in heart warming )

gifts, relaxation and self-
im provemeat aids *Motivational Tapes

sMassage Products

*Music M *Rccovery items

sCandics B «Lava Lamps

*Prints sAromatherapy

«Jewelry *Fibre Optic Displays

oCrystal inspiration Gifts
*Stained Gloss

much, much more

7421 Orchard Lake Road » NE Corner at 14 Mile Rd.
{248) 539-2200

GRAND OPENING
MONDAY, DEC. 14

OXY- GYM" |

I
|
| LIVONIA MALL I
8urn Fat, Revitalize & Re-Energize
I Detoxify & Purify Your Body
Try Supplemental Oxygen And Work Out With
| TREADMILLS 7 ELLIPTICAL CROSSTRAINERS
i
|
|
|

I
BIKES / STAIRSTEPPERS I
Equipment Supplied By BUSY BODY, INC. l
.Or Just Relax In An Easy Chair With Oxygen !
INTRODUCTORY OFFER. |
$5.00 FOR 30 MINUTES

- Includes Use Of All Cardio Equipment I
Clip This Ad For Free Oxygen Mask ($5.00 Valuc) ]
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, 248/442-2100
.~ OPENDAILY AT NOON

Changing Room Avallable
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