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STAFF WIUTER

Let's say you read a good book
and want to discuss it, The
answer may be as close as the

STAFF PRUTO DY DRVAN Sfrrcitziy.

What dld you think? Contemporary Books discussion group members at the libfqrg’/’
in Plymouth take some time to discuss the Charles Frazier book, “Cold Mountain

Novel approach
Groups open their books
to discuss points of view

BY JULIE BOWN ‘We do read good stuff. We always love to have
ot new paople, It brings new points of view.’

Marilyn Smith

Branch head, Farmington Community Library

local library.

Library atafl at the Troy Pub-
lic Library had to think a bit R . .
about how long a book discussion said Marilyn Smith, branch
group’s been meeting. “It pre- head. More women than men
dutes all of us,” snid Barb Attend. )
Schaich, coordinotor for technol-  The group has been going
ogy and programs. since at Jeast !.In: 19805, she

The Booked for Lunch group, 9““,‘1' and doesn’t require reser-
active for at least 15 years, votions. The Farmington library
meets noon to 1 p.m. the first also has o monthly ““émﬂ_ct
Wednesdny of the month, Octo- 990k discussion at the Costie
ber through Muy. Rescrvations Center: “Those are geared for
aren't required, and the Friends seniors. X
pravide coffee and tea, with par- _ Popular Books sessions aver-
ticipants bringing lunches. age 15-20 people. Participants

The Jan. 6 book will be “The usually rend fiction or non-fic-
Soul's Code: In Search of Chap. o, with the occasional classic
acter & Calling” by James Hill-  thrown o We do, rvcﬂdlszoud_
man. Cathy Russ will lead the  Stuff.” Smith said. “We always
discussion, love to have new people. It

Another Troy discussion br}ngs ncw.pomm;f_‘\{mwl. -

, Hroup, The Spice of Life, meets n F“"“]‘('S‘K“’" 1ills, “:U‘eﬂ a

10-11:30 n.m. every Wednesday, Srent B;;)‘ L'a"’“l" whic “mﬂil»‘f
+ September through June. Mem- 71 P'T; ‘“’3 “)'E}Ul‘:"ﬂ y l;‘t
bers enjoy coffee, ten and conver- third Thursday of the month.
sation, not all of it book-related. Annette Welas,.ndult Bervices
“It's not limited to scniors, but librarian, coordinates the pro-
it's popular with seniors,” £ram, with members choosing
Schaich snid. No reservations books for the year and working

are needed. now from “Living With the Past,”
- published by the Great Books
A group added within the year Foundation.

in Troy is Bookends, "They actu- Py . . .
ally named themselves,” she “It's a very interesting group,
snid. The buok discussion group, P8id Weiss of the group, which
which meets 7-8:30 p.m. the meets September through June.
third Wednesday of the month, 1t overages 16-20 people. It hos
is full. For waiting list informa+ Mot for many years; reservations
tion, call (248) 524-3638. It may ren’t required, although infor-
be spring or inll before o second  Mation on Great Baoks is avail-
group is added, Schaich said. able at the library. X
] think books have always . Weigs haa found the literature
been popular.” Living in a more 182 starting-off point for 9'5fus‘
technologicaily oriented society, #1900 l"“ W°‘:,1dh‘-"’°n.‘“~__ It’s o
mnny appresiate the opportunity  80¢12 hour,” 8 “_aeld- it has
for human interaction, she said.  80Me substance to it.” All partici-
pants bring n}mr own experience
Farmington Community to the discussion.

Library Bloomfield Township
The Farmington Community  Pyblic Library
Library has discussion opportu- The Bloomfield T . b
nities at both Farmi @8  The T p Pub-
474-7770, and Farmington Hills, I‘F.Llhn“y has three groups
(248) 553-0300, The Farmington Which meet once a month, aver.
branch has Popular Books 10-11 08118 16-30 members, said Mar-
a.m. every other Thursday, ©8 Preston, adult acrvices librar-
‘September through June. “There 1™ Two are at eapacity, but the
are a lot of seniors who attend,” 7 P-M- Wedlnudny Evening

BOOK HAPPENINGS

group is open; it meets the sec-
ond Wednesday of the month.

In addition, 33 groups are reg-
istered with the library in
Bloumficld Township, using the
collection of multiple ‘capy books.
The groups, which are required
to have most members in the
aren, are sponsored the Ameri-
can Assucintion of University
Women, churches, schools and a
variety of others. .

Information on library services
is avaitable from the Bloomficld
Township Public Library, (248)
642-5800. The Buldwin Public
Library in Birmingham can be
renched at (248) 647-1790,

“We are thinking abott dtart-
ing an all-male book club,” Pre-
ston said of Bloamficld Town-
ship. She's found petpte are
looking to spend leisure time:
they are bright, articulate and
well-traveted.,

The groups benefit from volun-
teer discussion lenders. *They
are excellent,” Preston said.

Zach Holmes of Plymouth
Township, who teaches account-
ing at Onkland Community Col-
lege, enjoys sharing his love for
baoks with othera,

That's why he participates in
Contemporary Books -at the
library in Plymouth. He's been
involved for about five yoars.

“It makes it more cnjoyable to
share with other people,” said
Holmes *“Snow Falling on
Cedars™ by David Guterson was
a favorite,

“I just thought it whs a real
good story. Just an intetesting
story.” The book, set in post-
World War I America, deals
with differences between people.
Holmea also liked “The:Bhipping
News." RN

“The more I talk, the moto 1
might even change my mind.
Both were good,” said Holmes,
who ndded “You don’t have to
understand ‘King Lear' to énjoy
o good book.” -

Book + i varl- Dec. 16; Ms.

ous happenings at suburban Kateri's Bedtime Stories & Eric’s
bookstores. Send news leads to Bookworms bring you Kids

Hugh Gallagher, Observer & Clnema Borders: Holidoy Edition,
Eccentric Newspapers Inc., noon to 4 p.m. Saturday, Dec, 19;
36251 Schooleraft, Livonia, Mt 1998 Wrap-Up: Where do we go
48150, or fax them to  from hero? Finonclal workshop
(313)591-7279, or e-mait him 8t with Michag) Womack of Morgan
hgallagher@®oe. homecomm, net Stanley Dean Wittes, 7:30 p.m,
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Monday, Bec, 28; Charlle
BORDERS {ROCHESTER HILLS) Gerhinger ploys sola plano, 3 p.m.
Authors Comer: Up From the Friday, Dec. 18: Joffrey Michoel
Soles of Our Feet, local authors plays Now Age piano, 3 p.m.
share thelr work In this inspira- Saturday, Dec. 19; Windever
tional women's reader, 7 p.m. Saxophone Quartet performs 2
{ {

p.m. Sunday, Dec. 20 &t the
store, 1122 S. Rochester Road,
Rochester Hills, {248) 652-0558.
BORDERS (DOWNTOWN -
BIRMINGHAM)
Mitch Albom: signs “Tuedoys
with Motrie,” 56 p.m. Seturday,
Dcc. 19; Bo Schembechler signs
“Michigan Memortes,” 4-6 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 22; Or. Seuss story
time, 1 p.m. Soturday, Dac. 19;
Kwanzao Colebratlon, 1 p.m.
Saturday, Dec, 26 at the store,
34300 Woodward Ave.,
Birmingham, {248) 203-0005.




