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Coaching changes abound for area volleyball programs

The three new kid coaches on the volleyball
block are coming in with muscles.

Three Livonia and Westland girls volleyball pro-
grams turned over their coaching jobs between
seasons and all appear to be coming into situntions
where they have something to work with,

Livonia Ladywood eventually ecttled on Larry
Wyatt to take over for Tom Tecters nt Livonin
Ladywood, a state quarterfinalist last scason and o
state power nearly every season,

The question at Ladywood isn't whether the
Blazers will be good, it's how good.

Mary Helen Diegel replaces Ann Hutchins at
Livonin Franklin, which broke through to take the
Western Division title in the Western Lakes Activ-
itics Association last scason.

Actually it's four new coaches, because Grace
Mnttek is sharing the job ns new volleyball coach
at Westlond Huron Valley Lutheran with Tom
Schwartz.

They replace Jeff Hale and have everybody buck
from n tenm which went 8-13-3 last scason.

Wyatt may be on the hot seat but he's got some
insulation == good players.

“As a coach,” he said, “you always want to do
well nnd be a part of a strong program.

“Actunlly, we hope to be able to compete in the
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same way they have over the lost 10 years or so.
We hope to continue that tradition — and be able
to beat some of the clite teams.”

It won't hurt to have the likes of outside hitter
Jenny Young on his team.

Dicgel wants to build on the level which
Hutchins elevated the Franklin program. The
Patriots were 26-16-7 last year.

“I'm pushing them hard and they're reacting,”
Diegel said. “That's good, They're responding very
well.

“We went to Saginaw (for a tournament) this
weekend and we're going to Portage Northern for a
tournament during Christmas break. Those nre
two good trials for us.

“After that we huve the (new) Grand Rapids
(invitational) tournament, so that will e a good
experience for us.

“I think there's going to a lat af surprises this
year. OF course there will be growing pnins. But
overall, the program is going in the right diree-
tion.”

Her team will be built around middle hitter
Andrea Kmet, Tera Morrill, Nicale Boyd and set-

ters Lindsay Duprey and Lindsay Sopko.

The Western Lakes Activitics Association will
produce some quality teams again this scuson and
veteran Mike Hughes of Livonia Churchill calls it
“the finest volleyball conference in the state.

“We have mare fine volleybal) teams than at any
time in the history of our conference.

“In nur division, Franklin, Northville and Can-
ton will be at the top. Franklin, s lnst year's
champion, has a slight edge we all will be very

ood.,

“Walled Lake Western is a half-step behind,
Hlurrisun will be competitive nnd we hope to be
also,

“On the other side, Salem would have to be the
favorite, Walled Lake Central is us big and very
athletic. And I think Stevenson with Stephunie
Dulz will be absolutely excellent. It will be as
much of a dogfight s our side will be.”

Hughes has e transfer from volleyball mad
Brazi, Fernanda Leite, and seven veterans return-
ing.

Kelly Graham at Livenia Stevenson has the
dnuphter of former Franklin coach Hutchins, Kel
ley Hutchins, ns n sophomore setter, Middle block-
er Kate LeBlunc should also be a mainstay.

Westland John Glenn only won seven matches
last yenr but didn't lose nny players und that alone

should make the Rockets fly higher. It suffered o
big loas when it was learned junior Noclle Swartz
will have to undergu ACL knec surgery in January
for a soccer injury auffered earlier in the fall.

Wayne Memorial brings back ninc key veterans
from o 12-17-6 squad, and eight of them are
8eNniors.

Mattek nand Schwartz have two sophomores and
four juniors to go with their senior group.

Lutheran Westland's strength appears to be its
basketball team. Nearly all the players from that
winning squad are trying to transfer that feeling to
Conch Joan Ollinger's volleyball team.

Alisha Love ot Clarenceville lost seven players
from last year's squad, which won 38 matches, but
has some batance and skilled players returning led
by Daniclle Sledz and the Skrelas, Kristina and
Vera,

The only discordant note was that the WLAA
will play matches that are best two-of-three,
instend of best 3-of-5, for the second year in a row.
Some coaches remnin unhappy with that decision.

“When went from best 3-of-5 to 2-0f3," Hughes
noted, “we kept statistics and we found we played
42 percent fewer games.

“Which meant fewer kids got an opportunity to
play. And I thought that was the idea of high
school athletics.”
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VOLLEYBALL TEAM CAPSULES

LIVONIA CHURCHILL,

«Haad cooch: Aike Hughes, 241 seoson.

+Loagus affilatlon: Western Lokes (West-
«©in Division).,

+Last yoar's overalt record: 19-17-7,

*Hotable oases to graduation: Sennifer
Laldlaw, Jessica Shetmon, Jenny Ouncan, Usa
Fahirkiswicy, Dath Rutkowssi: Susan Hil,

sLaading retumeen: Luba Stecs, S1. O &
G: Megon Shcehan, Jr. D/0W 55; Shannon
Aunn, Je, 8411 5-9; Keistin Lesicaynshl, 31, § 5
8. touren Ruprectit, 56 MH 60; Jessica
McKay, 5¢. S 57; Courtney Lim, S¢. 0 55.

«Promising newcomers; Marsi PhItips, .
OH &7; Collean Guardiota, Jr. 5 52; Sarah
Menneasey, r. OH 59; Amy Codavich, Jt. MH
59; Becky Weber, S1. M1 58 (did not play In
1997-98); Fornanda Lelto, S, OM 59
{exchange student from Drazil).

«Hughes® 399899 outlack: *We're going
to be o lile more athlatic than we were last
year. Wo'll Rava a little less experience.

*A ey for us wili bo ta davelop (ho start-
(ng setter. Wo have thiee who are close, it
we necd one 10 ke 1he bull by 1he hons and
run nings,

“A key will alzo be how much of an -mpact
Femanda will hove, We know sha con play,

“Qur goat 13 piny the best defense in the
conference, which we're galng to have 1o do
because wo're not 03 big as most peaple.”

LIVONIA FRANKUN

<Head coach: Moty Heten Diegel, first
year.

eLoague eMilation: Western Lokes {West:
em Dyvision)

“Lant yoar's overnl record: 26167 (West:
ern Division champions).

+Hotable osses 1o gradustion: Brooke
Hensman (first Leam All Areal, Danelle Wens-
(g (second team All Arcal, Jackie Ziem:
Swan Gush,

<Last year's overall record; 7-21.3.

eNotable loases to graduation: None.

«Loating retumeas: Amonda tiell, S¢. 05 &
2: Kelsten Keohn, Sr, OH §:6; Jessico
LoTourneay, 5¢, Setter $5; Jamio Meleod, Jr.
OM/MB 58; Mclanle Panyard, Sr. O 58
Hoelle Swartz, Jr. {lost far the seasan with
wneo surgery).

*Promising newcomers: Jeasica Sanchez,
Jr. Setter: Nicole Panyard. r. MB; Holly
Deedler, Soph.: Samantha Dean, Jr.; Lacey
Catanno, Soph.; Linasay Ueard, Sophe

~Qraham's 199899 outlook: “We're gorE
10 miss Hoello being out of the middie. Sha
Lote on antetier ctuciote FRament dunng soc:
cer scason in the fal) and will haee surgery
lan. 29,

‘Yoo gong 1o try 1o be feessne, Py
tough detense and never gwe up.”

WAYNE MEMORIAL

=Head canch: Laura Fisher, third season.

ue aitillation: 2ega Conference
(White Division].

oLast yaar's ovaralt racord; 12176,
*Kotabts lo
Bull, Enka Haley.

us ta graduation: Knsten

«Lending ratumoos: Rache! Roines. Se. ON
6.7; Keistin Kehrer, Sr. MH 520; Dethany
Mofitor, St MH G.0; Stacey tong. Sr. MH 60
Jenniter VWogle. Si. Setter & 5 Halale Tilman,
Sr. OM 57; Brigget O'Rourke, Sr. DS/Setter
55; Mchissa Jones. Jr. DS 55; Ricolu Suchan,

500554

«Promlalng aewcomers: Metissa heKen
2i¢, Sr. OM 58; Apnl Coats, . OH 59; Jule
Gunthier, St. OH 5:3; Ay Pating. Sopn. setter
56,

+Flsher's 1908.99 outtook: *If thete I3
ever @ year wo'te teolly fomg t0 be sucesy
fu), this Is the yenr.

huve 1¢at conastecncss. They get
atong well, 1t's the most talented Team ¥'ve
cosched. I've been wih theze gufs since the
ainth grade. They'se taken time 10 plug and
mature together,

“Raines, skilbwlse, 1 our strongest and
most conaistent plager. She's aut K0, 1 pass
e,

LIVORIA LADYWCOD

Haad Conch: Larry Wyutt, st scazon.

+2097-98 record: 539 ¢ (CHSL €hamp
ons. ustnct champions, Fegiondl champrens].

<Hotable losson 0 graduation: Sarah
Poglits ¢first team At Area); MaryLu Hemme
(2t 1eam AlLAtea); Katie Brogan (second
team All Atea); Jenny Lachapelle (second
team ABArea).

«Leading taturnoss: Jenmy Young:, S¢. OM &
1 (st team All Areay; Denna LoBute, 5. OH
610; Tracey Do, S¢. R OH 5-7; Rebekah
Thomton, . Selter 5 7: Patty Horal. Jr. MH
5H

«Promising aowcomers: Enn Bartce, Soph.
MM 5 $0; Jessica Titzon, Jr. OH 511,

COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

GRADES 3- 12

*Wyatt's 1998-99 putlook: “We should 60
well. We sheuid be oble 1o compete with the
dren teams and do welt in the Cotholic
League.

“1'm crtioustic but at 1
e,

me time teils:

“Wo't Ineapenenced at Lhe setting pos-
Lion but eyanywhete else we're OOk ing pretty
£00d.*
HURON VALLEY LUTHERAN

+Hoad cocoaches: Graze Matter and Tom
Schwartz, fust seasen.

*Lesgue affilation: Michigan Independent
Athistic Conforance.

+1997-98 record: 8133,

Notable fosses to graduatin: Kane.

*Loading tetumaas: Stephanie Grives. S
11 Se. MM Stacie Grawes, S7 Je, setter;
Rochel Zonn, 57 OH; Anyd Dy, 9 St OM:
Jensica Vitntaker, 59 . OM; Gretchen
Grosinske, 5 10 Ir, wtihty: Katie Orianca, &
B Se. MM; Danvetle Jotly, 56 Jr. setter/back
10w: Casic Zeh, 55 Soph, back 1oa: Regimd
Puscunert, 57 Saph. OH.

«Promlsing newcomors: none
+Schwartr's 1996-99 outlook: "We just
have 1a make things it d we work (ogether.
We're looking for a £00d seaton. A% in 3 fel
of teams pur setler has 10 be the key playet

WhOIT 30U 1N W 53 offense.

“Via have to develop a second sefter.
Zahn 15 a £ood all azound atiete.”

LUTHERAN WESTLAND
*Head cosch; Joan Ollinger, fourth scason.

+Langus afMifation; Actro Contererce.

sLast yoar's overall record: 1317.3.
«Notable fosses to graduation; Sarat

Hottmeiet, Kristen Roe.

eLaading raturmoes; Anna SChwecke, .
OM 511: Bekat Hottmerer, 57, MH 511
Stepharue Lynch. 56, OH 510; Kabie Kewden,
St Setter 5 2: Kanie Az1opurcs, 5. § 52,

+Xay nowcomers: Anao Roll. J. ON &-7;
Heatner Hatler, fr, Setter 52; Rene O'Duen,
I S 52; Seaniter Dash, Jr. O 5.7; Sarah
Marody. Jr. OH 5 10: Amanda Saes, Jr. OH 5
9

«Ollingos's 299899 cutiook: *3 thirk it's 3
Dretty unified team. They seem to work pretty
well tegetket, *o I'm hoping for £60d 1hings.
And they seem 10 1eady wont L. That's a
£00d sagn,

*Everybody wanls 10 play and that's »
£00d prodlem to have.

“We should do &' HERL I 1he conference.
Vie'd ke to fimish second, fike we did 1ast
year. or better.”

LIVOK!A CLARENCEVILLE

Coaeh: Alisha Lose, £1@tth 4a30n.

~Laat yoar's overall record: 35 114,

= Notable loases to graduation; Michzlle
Derry (second Leam All Ates), Metissa Berry,
Jackie Kitnlho (second team AllArca),
Agruearwa Patart, Kistin Jober, Tetesd Lath
fop, Joana Skreta.

»Laading rstumess: Kristina Skiela, St
MH 510; Rachel Koemhe, Jr. 0 56 Jessica
saye, icole Kaspenan, Jr. § 575 vera
Skrela, Ir. D/OH 56, Dwieiie S

7: Sarah Mcheilly, Soph. MB/OH 5-10; Asnley |

Pearson, Soph, OK 56: Michelle Moore,
Soph. D, 55,

»Promising newcomers: Faye Croteau.
Froan. Ol 56, Sora flabcock, Jr. OH &
Jeta Preheierar, Soph. OH/MB 58: Jessca
Kennedy, Soph. 5§ 55; Laura Meil, Frosh. O
s7.

or

“Leva's 199099 outlook: “Ou strengths

are gong 10 be seving and defense.

“We've 1ot the ocpth our teom, as far a3
neght and shills, Sleoz ond Skreta have
played tegether for four years, 50 if we rally
atound them we have 8 chance ta be even
mote suzcesstul than last year.

“we've got some heart this year. We'te
Ioaking for more Ieacership thiy year. Vie
Uik they 11 163 us 10 the irection we noed
to fo.”

+Lasding retumees: Nicole Boyd, S¢. OH 5

PACKAGES

INSTRUCTION, COMPETITION,
CONTESTS, AWARDS, &MUCH
MORE.

10; Lindsay Duprey, S¢. Sclter 55 Lindsay
Sopko, Jr, Setter 510; Andrea Kmet, Jr. MH
510 (Lhird team Afl Arcal; Tera dorsll, Jr. R
OH 511,

Catch 3 Action Packed

Red Wings Games
PACKAGE | E

‘ February 17 ve. San Jose
SATURDAY DECEMBER 19TH, 10:30 A.M. ; March 26 vs. Tampa Bay
- By Order-of the Secured Credito April 2 VS, Chicago _1‘

v ain Street. chester, Michigal o 7DAYSOF
COLLEGE HOCKE

«Promising newcomer: Alexis Bowman,
Jr. OH 58; Rachel Bramielt (transfer from
(eloy Clty}, Jr. OH 5:9; Jamio tinden. Jr.
MH/OH 59 Monico Little, Jr. OH/MH 5-9;
anlela Gapp, Jt. OS 5-4; Lisn Widrosky, Jt.
OM 57: Kirstin Marshalt, Saph. MH 60.

+Dlagel’s 1998.99 outlook: “The team
100ks g0od. Wa had & scrmmage 6ad tried &
101 of combinations and for the mast part 1hey
were successhul.

*Sopha ond Dupeey hove looked good 83
sottors.

JNSPEC"ION.‘ MORNING OF “SALE, 9:00 A:M.-SALE TIM ) i
BICYCLES .REPAIR TOOLS * R
TRAILERS B EQUIPMENT - . -,
CLOTHING: . STORE FIXTURES - .
. SHOES - .. . OFFICE EQUIPMENT
'‘ACCESSORIES:, * AND MUCH MORE!

“And the best part s that the newcomers
have come In ond become part of tho pro-
gram, They'ce filkng out voids beautfully.

Plus...

>SEATl
“Sg as long 33 we Can maintain our inten- ]
sily and positive work ethic, we'll be O.K.* e ‘

A 59

% 'Buyérs Premium wlll be Charged at this Sale! : : w
o serm s peppin e s e el - T e ke
‘ erf nds, or company cly Al 2 ] i H it i
+Hasd coach: Kelly Graham, siz1h season. R fattor of treait, No r?er?on.\vl checks or credit cards accepted! . B4th Annual Great Lakes Invitational
Laague sMiletion: Western Lokes {Lokes FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL: K H FEBRUARY 6 5
Owison. MONTGOMERY 8 ASSOCIATES. INC. Michigan State va. Lake Superior State g
oLast yoas's overall record: FEBRUARY 20
«Notable losses to graduatlo "
Pleifer, Dawn Krol, Irena Biconkova. ' Michigan va. Michigan State
«Leading retutnses: Stephanle Dulz. St — —— — . - - B MARCH19 & 20
MH 510 (fustteam AllAreo): Kist Copl, B ’ G ETe S e T CCHA Championship
OH Sr.; Drenda Pedersen, 54 Def. Specholst B - X APRIL 10
5¢.: Kate LeBlanc, Jr, MB 5-11. | o B : '
- «promising neweomers: Carty Wodsworh. | BN ' BY ORDER OF THE SECURED.CRERITOR . : . COLLE“GE Hoc‘("EYNonh American College Hockey
J. ON/MB 58; Cassle Enlondt, Jr. OH 59; EERITEN ' I . " ; AT THE JOE' Cllnmplonahlp
Heliey Hutching, Soph. satter 5.6; Beth . p DISCOUNT . !
Moody, Jt. OH §-4; Julle Pieiter, Jr. 05 5-4; ! ODMFIELD X H

' OF WEST 8.1
. 33080 NORTHWESTERN HWY.

' tiqnuuj OF NORTHWESTIRN ORCHARD LAKE &' % WILE ~_u£)§1’ TODUNHAR s
EVERYTHING BEING SOLD

OFF!

12PM - 8PM
10AM - 8PM *
12PM - 6PM

Megon Uibats, Jr. OM 58; Jomce Janzo, Jr.
©05/0H 5-3; Sara Detefath, St. MB 6-0
{Swedish enchango student),

«Qraham's 199803 outlook: “The hey 1o
dur senson 1s communicaling oo the court,
fvo hope with cuf sophomare sctter
{itutching) that we con gaa quick Lransilion
to our experienced hitters and uthizo our
powet,

*Wo hape Stephanio [Dulz) can come close
to what she did tast tast, which was be one
the of the top middie Mtters (n 1he confer
ence. We hope she con communicole with
Kelicy aid everybody £3n work 1ogelhes.””

WESTUAND JONN GLENR
«Head coach: fitocy Graham, D 880500

_‘Enter to win Detroit-Red Wings Tickets!
. Check ot our.website wiww.obseérver-eccentric.com to firid out how you can
 register.to win on:line for standing'room only tickets! - :

: .;50%

."SUN

. SALE SUPERVISED BY
R.J MONTGOMERY X ASSOCIATES. INC

'
THE

& Eecentrie

) L
- @bserw

: FOR MORE INFORMATION. CALL:
STORE (248)/539-0540 .. OFFICE (730} 459-2323

oLeague aftiilation: Westein tokes (Loves

Division),
. e e e - Cem [EEEEEE E— - " ¢ -
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