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tions, which nlso includes new
offerings for older preschoolers
(nges 3-6), Somerville said it still
would tnke up to three yeors to
implement them.

Somerville also noted the
input from September’s Commu-
nity Town Hall Mecting at
Farmington High School, o
meeting which launched the
conunittee effort.

Bob Maxficld, superintendent
of the district, said the study
wns begun in part to help
reverse n decreasing elementary
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#choal enrvllment trend in recent
years and to compete against
similar programs being offered
by businesses und private
schoals.

Maoxfield snid there even was
talk nbout Fuirview closing as a
result of the enrollment drop.
But beeause kindergarten num-
bers improved this year, he does-
n't see thot os a possibility.

“The biggest concern was, we
felt we were losing kids to pri-
vote schouls and ... or to private
centers now offering kinder-
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gorten,” Moxficld snid.

One recommendation the com-
mittee hopes is implemented in
1999-2000 is an expansion of
Educare, a tuition-based full-day
kindergerten program. The pro-
grom combines a traditional
half-day of instruction with a
half-day of enrichment, the lat-
ter otfered through the commu-
nity education department.

Currently, Educare is bosed
out of Alamedn and Fairview
early childhood centers, Forest
and Hillside elementary schools,

Lt

but Somerville said “We do have
plans to moeke the program
available in more settings.”

A survaey of residents about
their interest in Educare is now
being conducted. Residents must
return their surveys to the dis.
trict by Jan. 22, 1999,

For Educare to be expanded,
bath Semerville and Maxficld
snid there would have to be
tuition ascholarships or some
other financial mechanism put
in place to help families who now
cannot afford it.
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Mennwhile, the exy ion of
other early childhoad offerings
also is calied for in the package
of recommendations. Those
include:

& Home-based visita,

B Bringing infants or toddlers
into the schouls for apecial, inter-
active classes.

@ Piloting all-day programs for
preschoolers.

“We want to expand the vari-
ety of options that suit the
lifestyles of familics,” Somerville
explained.
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Another important rccommen?
dntion is for wage increases f;;
qualificd community education
teachers who instruct thlq
preschoolers. Those teachers ard

pnid on an hourly basis. e
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