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the mascot's leg. “Big” Rudy is usually
the center of several fons’ point and
shoot photo ops.

*“What's really amazing about tho
mascot — cepecially n goed one ~ is that
Gary does a phenomenal job playing to
the erowd,” said McCallister, who over-
sees the university's spirit section.

“Children just ndore him. They'll
come running down the concourse and
bear hug him.”

And jerks? There's a few of those, too.
It's usunlly guys who arc trying to be
cool with their friends, Galvin said.

“At first, they used to intimidate me
and I'd kind of back away,” he said.
“Now I've learned how to deal with it.”

Qulvin tried out far the mascot’s posi-

tion on the advice of a friend whois a
cheerlender. Ho made his debut ut the
Univeraity of Dayton's first home game
last season,

Ho's perfected a fow of routines to get
the crowd going. He usually runs onto
the ‘court beforo the game to the chants
of “Rudy.”

He'll divo into the student acction or
dnnce with the cheerleaders on the
court. Rudy stages mock fights with the
visiting team's mascot. “Of course,
becauso it's my home court I have to
win,” Galvin said.

The hord part is winning over
12,000-13,000 fans when the homeo
team is trailing by 15 points in the scc-
ond half. For U-Dayton who play in the

Atlantic 10 Conference, those games
aro few.

He gets one scction to clap at a time
and builds momentum.

“The crowd gets mad and starts
yelling ot tho team. It's my job to get
them back on their feet,” Galvin enid,

Though secn as a sideahow to the
athletic event, Galvin's work calls for a
great deal of skill and stamina.

The costume’s oversized head,
though made of lightweight materials,
cuuses him to sweat heavily. He also
has quite an acrobic workout running
up and down the court.

The excreise has firmed up Galvin's
confidence outside the getup.

“Sometimes, Il be out with my

friends and I'il do
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sometl funny
and they'll relate
that to me being
Rudy,” he said.
“It's neat to carry
that into my
social life and
into my school
work.

“Thot's the
biggest thing: It's
given me the
energy to be open
with people.”
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Expert

divoree. The professor was not married
at the timo of his murder.

Wojciech nleo speke about haw he
was “getting along much better” with
his ded in recent months, On the dining
room table was Wojciech’s acoustic gui-
tar, which his father had helped fix.

“He had incredible stamina and
willpower for life and work,” Wojciech
said, glaneing toward the guitar. “I
guess I'm glad he's st peace now.”

Detroit police officers, as of late Fri-
day, were still trying to determine why
the gunman walked into Olbrot's class-
room, shot him - re-loaded - and shot
him agnin. Olbrot, who had gunshot
wounds to his head and chest, was
taken to Detroit Receiving Hospital,
where he was pronounced dead.

Wayne State University President
Irvin D. Reid issucd a statement
expressing shock and grief over the
incident.

“I speak for the entire Waync State
University community when I say how
decply saddened we are by this terrible
tragedy,” Reid snid, “Professor Olbrot
was an expert in cantrol systems wha
devoted much time to his students and
to their success,”

Frank Westervelt, chairman of
Wayne State’s electrical and computer
engineering department, concurred.
“He cared deeply about his students
and worked hard to have them suc-
ceed.”

In fact, Olbrot often made extra
efforts to asgist students with disabili-

tics, by nllowing them to
toke scparate cxams.
l Thursday night, he

arranged such
an exam for a
student who
has dyslexio,

Commitment
and perfection
were two of
Olbrot's most-
prevalent per-
sonality traits,
according to
family members.

The professor often worked 20-hour
days, and never gave up trying to
improve the world, Henryka said, “He
was nlways thinking he could solve the
most difficult problems and that all he
needed was (more) time.”

“He was born to be a scientist,” she
cantinued. “It was his passion. It was
his life. And he had the ability.”

Olbrot, who also did some consulting
work nt TRW Automotive in Farming-
ton Hills, was considered an expert in
advanced computer control systems. He
came to Wayne State in 1988, having
been recruited from Poland. Olbrot held
a bachelor's degree from the Technical
University of Warsaw, as well as grad-
unte and postgradunte degrees.

About his father, Wojcicch said he
was “never a quitter... I think I inherit-
od a lot from him."

Dedication to his wark aside, the pro-
fessor did enjoy some stress-relieving
activities, particularly downhill skiing
and travel.

“He wag nn excellent sportsman,”
Henryka said.

Funeral and burial plans were incom-
plete os of lote Friday afternoon.

Andrzo) Olbrot

by Tosephine Finazzo DAM.D.
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Masy people confuse the term “averbe
ite” with “overjet” Ovesbite refers ta the
degree tu whicl the upper front teeth
caver the lower front teeih when a child

caver 50 percent of the
owees, overtites greater thas this ace

(measured in millimcters) when a child
hites down. Children who tave sucked
their thumba or fingers usually buck

¢ frant teeth forward ta & paint
whero they have an excrasive amount of
overjet. Once the habit that caused tho

overet is broken treatment can begin to
repasition the teeth corzeetly.

‘People of nll ngea are weazing braces
today, Kidn as young an soven years old
can etart wearing braces, and for sdutts
iU's never too inte to begin treatment.
Enon adults in their 50s and t0s are get-
ting Lracea ta help enhonce their
appeazanre, improve thoir oral health,
ARG relieve some types of dental or facial
pain. If you or B member uf your family
fre in need of orthedontic care. call THE
OKTHODONTIC GROUP nt 442-8885 to
schedule a free initinl conaultalion. our
office in located nt 19223 Merriman
Payment plans and terma are nvailable.

Friday 10-8
SE Comzm! Hagg‘cgy;l 10Mle SW.Comerof Telegraph at Ann Arbor Tt. sﬁr‘:‘u;ﬁc THE ORTHODONTIC GROUP
248-615-168 e 19223 Merriman » Livonia ¢ (248) 442-8885
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LIGHT ACANDLE
OFLOVE.

Since Ct

isa time for

g, we
are llﬁzning a candle in our funcral home forall
the families we have served this past year.

As you enjoy this Christmas season, we hope
you(his’%csm:e will serve to remind ?you of
amdly.
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f Holidays past and the importance of
May the quict peace of Christmas fill your heart
and home.
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874 W. Ann Arbor Road

Pre-Lighted
PLYMOUTH .

Christmas
Trees by

B Qoenan, grc|

Qoman, Jnc.
Hours;
Mon,, Thurs,, Fri. 10-8;
W Tue., Sat. 10-6; Sun, 12-5;
Closed Wed.

THAYER-ROCK FUNERAL HOME
“THE QUALITY SERVICE YOU EXPECT®
80603 Grand River Avenue Famington
(248) 780101
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