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Hanukkah a time of celebration

As we learn
from our sages
and scholars,
Hanukkah was
the first atrug-
gle for religious
freedom in the
history of the
world, It was
the Jewish peo-
ple's firat affir-
mation of their
right to warship
ns they wished
and their will-
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ingness to die for this right.
The events surrounding the
Maceabean revolt represented n
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Wed. Dec. 93 2pm & 8pm & Tues. Dec. 89 8pm

: Vied, Dec. 30 9pm & 8pm
Thur. Dec. 31 7pm & 10pm
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But holiday is distinct from Christmas

struggle to preserve the personal
religious identity of the Jewish
people. Logs of that religious
identity mennt o loss of Jewish
peopleheed. This fight for reli-
giouy frecdom was thercfore a
fight for Jewish survival,
Hanukkah symbolizes the
fight against totalitarianism in
all forms. The struggle was
waged in a particular context,
but its implications were and are
universal - a festival of liberty
and freedom. Hanukkah cele-
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brates more than the indepen- .

dence of one people; it glorifies
the right to freedom for sll peo-
ples. Were it not for the Mac-
eabees and the survival of the
Jewish people they ensured,
Jesus would not have been born
a Jew and the entire concept of
Messinh would have been Jost.

The nctions of Antioclus IV
represent n elassic error commit-
ted by non-Jewish rulers in their
dealings with the Jewish people.
He, like many others in the cen-
turics that followed, tricd to
interfere with the internal life of
the Jewish people. He did not
renlize that dews had learncd to
live as a minority clement in a
dominant nun-Jewish culture
and that they were prepored to
submit to political and cconomic
control for the sake of religious
frecdom. Jews were willing to be
a small fish in a big pond so long
as the big fish did not interfere
with their internal religious life
by tuking away their religious
frecdom.

Hanukkah afficms the univer-
sal truth that the only cffective
answer to oppression is to fight
for and defend the very values
and prineiples that oppression
threatens and tries to suppress.

It should be noted that
1lanukkah celebrates the nation-
al victory of the Jews over larg-
er, more powerful forces. For
Jews living during the time of
the Roman Empire, a nationalis-
tic holiday proved te be aswkward
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ot best, For this reason, and
because of the disfuvor engen-
dered by the anti-Pharisee
stance of the Hasmoneans, the
miracle of the lights was
stressed and nat the military vie-
tories over the Seleucids.

With the establishment of the
State of Israel, there has been o
natural affinity between the vie-
torics of the Maccabees and the
contemporary struggle for peace
and gecurity of the modern state,

The Hanukkah lights are first
mentioned by the Roman Jewish
historian Jusephus in his book
Antiquities (12.7): “From that
day to this we observe this festi-
val and call it lights.”

The Talmud speaks of the
commandment of lighting the
Hoanukkeh lights in a prominent
place in order te “proclaim the
miracle” of Hanukkah to the
entire world: “Our snges taught:
The Hanukkah lights should be
placed at the door of the house.
A person whoe lives in an upper
story should place it in the near-
est window to the public thor-
ourhfurc In time of danger,
however, it may be placed on the
table and that will be suffi-
cient....”

The Rabbis of the Talmud
stressed the miracle of the cruse
of oil, rather than the miracu-
lous military victory of the Has-
moneans, for they wished to
stress the role of divine interven.
tien and minimize the military
prowess of the laumonean
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dynusty. A famous passage in
the Talmud asks: *What is
Hanukkah?" In response to its
own. question, the Talmud
states: “Our suges taught: Begin-
ning with the twenty-fifth of the
month of Kislev, during the days
of Hanukknh, we neither fast
nor moeurn. For the idolaters
entered the Sanctuary ond
defiled al) the oils in the Sanctu-
ary; and when the power of the
Hosmoneans overcame and
defeated them, they searched,
but found no more than one flask
of oil, sented with the seal of the
High Pricst, and there was not
encugh oil in it to last more than
one duy. But a miracle took
place, and they Kindled with it
for eight days. For future years,
therefore, they established these
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Community Messenger features
announcements from Oakland
County religious institutions.
Write: Community Mecssenger,
clo Beliefs ond Values Editor,
Obscrver & Eccentric Newspaper,
805 E. Maple, Birmingham.

CHRISTMAS TREE
SALE

Ths First Prenbytcrn\n.
Church, Birmingham, is haldinge
its traditional Christmas tree;
salte. Proceeds benefit various
mission projects and their )uut
programs, All kinds are nvm
able. 204

Times are 4-8 p.m. Friday,
Dec. 18, 10 a.m. t5 8 p.m. Satur-,
day, Dec. 19 and noon to 2 p.as
Sundaoy, Dec. 20, at the churelf>
1669 West Maple Road, on
Maple Road enst of Crnnbroek
Ruad.

days as days of feasting, praise
and thanksgiving.”

The link between Hanukkah
and Christmas represents u
problem for North Americon
Jewry, While Hanukkah is but a
minor festival in the Jewish cal-
endar, Christmas is one of the
two main holidays {with Euster)
in the Christian calendar,
Although Hanukkah and
Christmas occur at the same
time of year, they have virtually
nothing else in common. With
pressure upen families to give
gifts during the holiday season,
Jews (particularly parents) face
considerable pressare to emulate
their Christian neighbors and
friends. This bas resulted in the

ialization of Hanukknak

o
ns well.

Guest columnist Rabbi Arnie
Sleutetbers is rabbi at Congrega-
tinn Shir Tikval in Troy.

EILU V EILU

Eilu V Eilu, the cooperative
adult Jewish [earning project of
the Detroit Conservative move-
ment, is offering a Latte &
Learning series at 10 a.m."Mon-
dnys at Borders Books & Music,
30995 Orchard Lake Road,
Farmington Hills. Tuition ia $7
per session.

CONGREGATION
SHIR TIKVAH

Congregation Shir Tikvah,,
3900 Narthfield Parkway, south;
of Wattles between Crooks and;
Coolidge in Troy. will hold a:
Shabbat  service during.
Hanukkah at 7:15 p.m. Friday,.
Dec. 18. The menorah wilk be!
lit :
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