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‘Star Trek Insurrection’ same old stuff, Wlth new twists

By JoN Katz
SPECIAL WRITER

L-am a Trekker; don't call me
n Trekkie. And only a true
Trekker can tell you the prob-
lem that other Trekkers will
have with “Star Trek: Insurrec-
tion.” It's not a problem that will
kcep them away from this, the
ninth film in the fenture series,
but it's one which makes us
wonder how much loyalty will
be left to support the next one.

“Insurrection” draws too-heav-
ily upon plot linca from the orig-
inal “classic™ series, from “Star
Trek: The Next Generation” and
from its own previous films. The
New York Times has correctly
called it “a glorificd TV episcde.”

Fans deserve and should
demand more. And yes, we know
~ “Star Trek II: The Wrath of
Khan" was based on an episede
from the original sories and
saved tho franchise. But it had

“duck blind” before on TV, but
the suits are a great addition).
Data reveals himself to the
natives ~ the Ba'ku — and helds
hoslugc the survey team which

Judes members of another

Ricardo Montalban; more
importantly, it expanded and
continued the story rather than
Quplicating it for the big screen.

In “Insurrcction,” our TNG
crew warps to the aid of android
Lt. Commander Data {Brent
Spiner), whose pos:tromc brain
has blown a gasket. He's been
assigned to a cultural survey
detail, observing the 600 inhabi-
tants of nn idyllic planct from
the safety of holographically

race, the Son'n, led by Ru'afo (F.
Murray Abraham).

We soon learn that there's a
connection here, and it's more
than just screenwriter Michacl
Piller's apparent thing for apos-
trophes.

The Ba'ku planct’s rings emit
a radiation that regenerates
cells in its adults, who are more
than 300 years old. They aro all
porgeous and have turned their
back on technology to lead the

camouflaged suits (thnyve used
the built-into-the-mountain

simple life. It's a life admired, if
not envied, by Enterprisc Cap-
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tain Jean-Lue Picard (Patrick
Stewart), who becomes enum-
ored with tho beautiful and wise
Anij (Broadway's Donna Mur-
phy).

The Son’a are a race of aged
prunefaces who all look like the
avil Emperor from "Star Wars.”
They've convinced Star Fleet to
relocate the 600 Ba'ku to anoth-
er world in order to drain tho
rejuvenating energy from the
rings to use for themselves and
the galaxy at large. To accom-
plish this, they've recreated a
holographic duplicate city inside
a huge transport ship. (The
same premise from a TNG
episode when Worf's half-broth-
or propased that exact plan but
for a different reason).

So now Picard must choose
hetween a direct order to butt
out and his allegiance to the
Prime Directive of non-interfer-
ence. He ubjects to “the forced
relocation of a small people to
satiafy the demands of a large
one,” Whea! Didn't we hear that
same thing about “the needs of
the one cut.welghmg the needs
of the many” in Star Treks II,
111 and IV?

*Insurrection” does boldly go
further in one dupnrtment. ‘The
gage just keep on coming, most-
1y @ rosult of the radiation's
effect on tho crew's libidos, Cam-
mander Riker (Jonathan
Frakes, who skillfully directed)
geta real cuddly with former
main squeeze Counselor Troi

(Marina Sirtis); Lt. Commander
Worf (Michacl Dorn) finds him-
self in need of oxtra-strength
Klingon Clearasil; and Picard
and Data do an in-flight duet
from *H,M.S. Pinafore” (Picard:
“Worf, do you know Gilbert &
Sullivan?” Worf: “No, I haven't
had the chance to meet all the
new crew members”).

The special effecta are hetLer,
using computer-generated im-
agery rather than motion-con-
trol madel photography for its
space battle sequences.

But overall it's the some-old
same-old; a glorified TV episode
is right. We want mare, guys,
more, Make it go,

COMING ATTRACTIONS

07T MARKS/PARAMOUNT PICTURES
New “Trek": Brent Spiner, Patrick Stewart and Michael Dorn star in “Star Trek:
Insurrection.”

to open Friday, Dec. 18
"THE LAST EMPEROR"
Re-teleaso of Bernardo Bertoluccl’s
director’s cut of the Academy Award-
winning droma based on the life of Pu
¥i, the child who was the last emperor
of China.
“THE PRINCE OF EQYPT"

* Featurelength animated muslcal about

the life of Moses from Egypt’s prince to
delivertng tho Hebrews. Volce talents of
Val Kilmer, Ralph Flenncs, Sandra Bul-
lock, Michetle Pteitfer,

“YOU'VE GOT MAIL®

A romantic comedy bbout two book
store ownets, tivals who accldentally
fall In love In cyberspace with Tom
Hanks and Meg Ryan.

Scheduled to opon Wednesday, Dec. 25
“MIGHTY JOE YOUNQ™

An update of the classic 1949 RKO
adventure fifm In which a zoologlst
stumbles upon a 15-foot gorllia while
exploting in Central Afrlca, Stars BlIl
Paxton, Charlizo Theron,

“PATCH ADAMS®

Teue story of o misfit physiclon whose
unconventional approach to hoaling
causes headaches for the medical
estadlishment. Stars Robln Willlams,

“DANCING AT LUGHNASA®

Exclusivoly at tho Landmork Mople Art
Theatre, Tha film adoptatlon of Brian
Frlel's 1991 Tony Award-winning ploy
obout five lonely sisters living a hard-
scrobble ife In rura! treland whose world
Is shaken when their brother, a pricst,
returns from Afrlcs @ broken man. Stars
Meryl Stecep.

*“DOWN THE DELTA®
An emotional and riveting story where

big city meets small town, young meot. ™

old, parents reconnect with ehlldren,
and life for averyono becomes sOme- |
thing unexpected.

“THR FACULYY"

Science fictlon theiller that blends
teenage angst, culting edge comedy
ond out of this warld special effects 2s

the students of Herrington High School
struggle to sove the world from alien
domination.
“8i INLOVE®

Witty and fast moving comedy set In
1593 thot foliows thg tiipls and tribulo-
tlens of Will Shakespoore, a struggling

. young playwiight who's suffering from a
_tersibie bout of writer's block untll ha

folis In love. Sters Joseoh Fleanes,
Gwyneth Pattrow, Gaatfrey Rush.

“LITTLE VOICT*
Mag(cal muslcal comedy about the
power ond perils of expression, Based

. on ono of London’s mast acctalmed hit

ploys, the story follows an aging but on
1he-prowl widow who never shuts up
100 her reticent doughter, dubbed Uttlo
Volce or “L¥* who baraly speoks but

unnumm
Drama: Al Freeman Jr. (left), Wcsley empes and Alfre
Woodward in Maya Angelou’s “Down in the Delta,”
opening Dec. 25 at metro Detroit movie theaters.

she does sing. Stars Michael Catne.

Scheduled 10 open Friday, January 8

“A CIVIL ACTION"

Truo story about an attoracy willing 10
rlak overything to reprosont several fom-
#ies who seemingly lost thelr children to
Jeukemin becsusa of o nearby Loxic
woste dump. Stars John Travolta,
Robert Duvail,

Scheduled to open Fridoy, Janusry 35
THE THIN RED LINE

The story of on Americon 1ifie company
durlng savera: menths of ene of the
fiercest struggles of the twentisth cen-
\ury = the Battie of Guodalcanpl, Stars
Seon Penn, George Clooney, Woody Har.
relson, and John Travolta.

Magic Bag hests animation fest

The 6th Annual Spike and
Mike's Sick and Twisted Festival
of Animation continues through
Sunday, Jan. 3 at the Magic Bag,
22920 Woudward Ave., Ferndale.
Admission is $6 at the door, ID
required. Doors apen at 7:30 p.m,
/ film 8 p.m. Must bo 18 or clder
for shows before 10 p.m. and 21
or older for shows after 10:30°
p.m. Call (248) 644-3030 for-
information, or viait http:// www.
sickandtwistodapike.com/
sick.html

The Mogic Bag began hosting
the Sick and Twisted festival in
1993, unloashing Beavis and
Butthead for the firat time on

ting Detroit audi
Spike and Mike aro California-
based cartoon connoisscurs who
have been producing and show-
casing new animation for the
past 20 yoars. The Sick and
Twisted show plays to sold-out
houses regularly around the..

country.

The upceming schedule:
Thursday, Dec.. 17 » 1 Show -
Doors 8 p.m. / Film 9:30 p.m. -

18+ -
Sunday, Dec, 20 - 1 Shuw
?gurrﬂ p.m. / Film 9:30 p.m.
Mondny. Doc, 21 « 1 Show -
Doors 8 p.m / film 9:30 p.m. - 18+
. Tuesdny, Dec. 22 + 1 Show «
Doors B B.M. / Film 9:30 p.m. -

+

Wednesday, Dec., 23 - 1 Show -
Doors 8 PM, / Film 9:30 PM. -
18+

M Cloaed Christmas Eve

Friday, Dec, 26 - 1 Show -
Dsaou 8 p.m. / film 8:30 p.m. -
18+

Saturday, Dec. 26 - 2 Showa:
Doore 8 p.m. / Film 9:30 p.m. »
18+ & Doora 10 p.m, /Film 10:30
p.m.- 21+

Determined to outdo th sold~
" out success of Inst year's featival,

the folks at Spike and Mike's
Sick and Twisted Festival of Ani-
mation have compiled over a
dozen brand new cartoons (plus
old favorites) for their latest
compilation, including “Frosty” a
never-before-screened cartoon
from the creators of “South
Park”

“Frosty” wns the first carteon
made by animators Trey Parker
and Matt Stone, abaut the battle
between n homicidal anowman
nnd baby Jesus. It featurca early
versiona of tha characters who
later appeared in their follow-up
“Spirit of Christmas" short and
eventunlly tho high-rated *South
Park" television show. “Spirit of
Christmas”, which will be shown
again this year after highlight-
ing lnst year's feativel, finds
Santa nnd a grown-up Jesus in a
Kung Fu battle to thoe death
while the profane grade schoal-
ers of South Park stand by,




