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School district asks parents to push for resolution

By TIM SMITH

STAFF WRITER
t_lmlth@on‘hnmecamm.nul

= Residenta of Farmington Pub-
e Schools recently were
implored by school officials to get
on the phone and put some heat
on state legistators to help solve
tl}e continuing Durant lawsuit
dilemma over special education

convince legislaters they have an
obligation.”

Durant II was filed in May
1998, for the same reason 0s was
tho original 1980 lawsuit, Dis-
tricts including Farmington are
maintaining the state is not
meeting its ebligation under the
Headlee Amendment to ade-
quately fund special education,

The alleged lack of ﬁ:x:x.ding is

funding.
i ¢ Bob M. d

Super |
also stressed the need for more
Michigan school board members,
ndministrators and distriets to
join the Durant II fight, to wage
a “multi-faceted campaign to

despite the
Supreme Court's July 1997 deci-
sion in the original Inwsuit,
awarding $212 million in reim-
burscments to 84 plaintiff dis-
tricts,

B ‘I think we need to
act strongly and urge
our varlous organiza-
tlons ... and legislators
to stop up to this issue
before it comes back to
roost In our own set-
ting.’

Frank Reid

—School board treasurcr

Farmington received $9.6 mil-
Yon in that scttlement. Of that
ameount, the district indircctly
returned $7.7 million to resi-
dents by reducing the amount of
the Series 2 bond issue, from
$26.1 million to $18.4 million.
Voters, in September 1997,
approved a two-part bond issuc

for achool i 1li
$93.1 million.

Maxficld, during the Dee. 1
meeting, reviewed a lengthy
report about Durant II that he
produced with Rochester schools
Superintendent John Schultz
and attorney Dennis Pollard.

According to the report:

1. “With the election behind
us, we must work with the
majority and minority legislative
leaders to recognize that school
underfunding i a reality.”

2. “The realities of the Durant
cage must be communicated to
the media and votery, not gener-
ulities about ‘better schools.™

3. “We need to educate eandi-
dates for the year 2000 clection
about Durant 11 and the fundo-
mental issue of fully funded
state mandates and full funding
for special education.”
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The report also went on to aay
that the state Leginlature, fol-
lowing lnst year's high court rul-
ing on the first Durant case,
shifted revenues from the foun-
dation allowance {per pupil fund-
ing) to specint education, instead
of providing ndditionnl operating
dollars for special cd.

“The net result is a continued
underfunding,” said Maxfield.

In 1997-98, the statewide
shortfall of special education
funding was estimated at
$376,636,584; this year, the
amount is $337,009,061. Last
year in Farmington schools, the
state paid $2,895,000 of the
mandatdd state funding obliga-
tion of $5,865,000.

School bonrd President Cathy
Webb and Treasurer Frank Reid
backed Maxfield.

Webb urpged citizens watching
the meeting on cable television
to call state Sen. Bill Bullard
and state Rep.  Andrew
Raczkawski.

“They'll pay attention,” said
Webb,

Reid warned of future battles
over school dollars between par-
ents of general education and
apecial education students if the
mess iun't soon cleaned up.

“I think we nced to nct strong-
Iy nnd urge our various organi-
zations ... nnd legislators to step
up to this issue before it comes
buck to roost in our own setting,”
snid Reid, who has written let-
ters nbout the topic to members
of the Michigan Association of
Schao) Boards.
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LEGISLATIVE
LOSERS

They often get a lot of publici-
ty, but not every legislative bill
makes it through bath chambers.
Here are some of the mojor
fosers of 1997-98:

Elcctrie deregulution - Sen.
Mat Dunaskiss, R-Lake Orion,
didn't introduce SB 1340 to
deregrulate electric utilities until
mid-November, and many law-
makers were unhappy that Gov,
John Engler tried to ram it
through in just a few daya.

The Lure of Strong Design MICHIGAN MEMORIES SARAH'S PAGE m{ll‘zs\tvrs‘:&trfs(?::rna :E:‘L?:Sri
From the Tiffany Atlas Collection, Inside Bo Schembechier's Football Scrapbook A great gift for girls 11-17 that would have given statutory
stainless stecl timepicces, Swiss-made with MAGIC MOMENTS BEHIND THE EMBASSY DOOR status to u Public Service Com-

100 Years of MSU basketball

THE LEGEND OF SLEEPING BEAR
The official state children’s book

SLEEPING
BEAR

by former Governor James Blanchard 3
SO YOUR SON WANTS TO PLAY IN THE NFL

Au official NHL publication, for parcnis and kids p
from your Michigan Publisher,

Sleeping Bear Press...
Available at all bookstores, or call
Sleeping Bear Press,
1-800-487-2323, or visit our web site
@sleepingbearpress.com

ANl ¥ K A Chriinit

missian order. The House let it
dic without a vote.

Supermajority — Sen. Mike
Bouchard, R-Birmingham, spon-
sored o constitutionnl amend-
ment to require that all tax
increases have a 60 percent
majority, instend of 50 percent
plus one, to take effect, It never
got a Senate or House vote,
though Gov. Engler drew
applause when he mentioned it
in hia State of the State address
in February.
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