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WLAA RELAY RESULTS

WLAA SW1M RELAYS
Saturday, Dec. 19 at Solom HS
ults: 1. Plymouth Salem,
; 2. Uvoola Stevenson, 233; 3. Ply-
mauth Canton, 224; 4. North Ferming.
ton, 207; S, Northville, 177; 6. Walled
Loke, 138; 7. Westland John Gienn,
115; 8. Uvonls Churchlll, 112; 9. Farm-
ington, 94; 10. Livonla Frankiin, 89; 11.
Farmington Harrison, 52, .

400-yord medley relay: 1. Plymouth
Canton (Aaron Reeder, Jon Heiss, Kurtls
Hornlck, Don LeClale), 3:55.43; 2.
Northville, 3:57,77; 3, Livonla Steven-
son, 4:00.13; 4. Plymouth Satom,
4:00.96; 5. North Formington, 4:02.20;
6. Westtand John Glenn, 4:10.82; 7.
Livenla Fronktin, 4:39,98; 8. Walled
Loka, 4:40.06: 9. Livonla Churchill,
4:41.85; 10, Faumington, 4:52.76;
Farmington Hareison, 0Q.

400-yard froestyls relay: 1. Plymouth
Salem (Andrew Locke, Brlon Mertens,
lim Peoce, Dan Jones), 3:32.75; 2, Livo-
nie Stevenson, 3:33.00; 3. Livonia
Churehill, 3:45.25; 4. Plymouth Conton,
3:48.43; 5. North Formington, 3:49.00;
6. Northvllle, 3:51.63; 7, Farming-
ton,3:54.69; 8. Walled Lake, 4:03.05;
9. tvonla Franklin, 4:29.37; 10. West-
land John Glenn, 4:51.61; Farmington
Harrlson, DQ.

200-yard broaststroke ralay: 2.
Northville (Mork Kowalskl, fason Balloy,
Matt Schlanser, Brott Johnson).
2:02.21; 2. Uvonla Stevenson, 2:03.97;
3. Ptymouth Canton, 2:04.21; 4, Ply-
mouth Salem, 2:12, .
Ington, 2:13.87; 6. Westtand John
. 2:15.34:; 7. Walled Loke,
2:16.87: 8. Farmington, 2:18,57; 9.
Uvonla Churchill, 2:31.83; 10. Farming-
ton Harrison, 2:32.42; 11. Livonla
Franklin, 2:38.83.

200-yard backstroko rolay: 1. Ply-
mouth Canton (Justin Allcn, Aaron Reed-
er, Trey Gereak, Don LeClair), 1:45.69
(new meet fecord; old record, 1:47.32
by Uvonia Churchill, 1994); 2. Plymouth
Solem, 1:56.95; 3. North F

1:45.14; 2, Livonio Stovenson, 1:49.68;
. Westland John Glenn, 1:51.40; 4, Ply-
mouth Conton, 1:53.53; 5. led Loke,
1:54.88; @. Farmington Hasrlson,
1:57.69; 7. Plymouth Salem, 2:02,05;
8. Livonta Franklin, 2:21.99; 9.

Rocks learn from past mistakes
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Nosthville, 2:26.98; Livonia Churchllt,
Farmington, ©Q.

One-mater diving reley: 1, Walled
Loke {Chris Gawronskl, Elllot Myers),
410.95 polnts; 2. North Farmington,
330,65; 3. Plymouth Safem, 276.00; 4.
Wostland John Glenn, 273.00; 5. Ply-
mouth Canton, 221.50: 6. Livonin
Stevenson, 207.85; 7. Uvonla Frankiln,
177,25: 8. Northville, 140,35,

400-yord Indlvidual medloy rolay: 1.
Plymouth Solem (Eric Lynn, Aoron Shet-
ton, Kevin Crabill, Paul Perez), 4:02.90;
2. North Farmington, 4:04.38; 3. Ply-
mouth Conten, 4:05.97; 4. Livonla

, 4:19.18; 5.
4:40.52; 6. Livonia Churchill, 4:49.37;
7. Farmington, 5:18.77; 8. Walled Loke,
5:34.84; Livonia Frank(in, Farminglon
Horrison, Westland John Glenn, DQ.

500-yard croscondo froostylo roloy: 1.
Livonla Stevenson (DBrad Suckler, Justin
Kottoror, Mike Mallk, Keith Falk),
4:31.00; 2. Plymouth Salem, 4:44.43;
3. North Formington, 4:46.46; 4,
Northvllie, 4:50.11; 5. Livonia Churchill,
4:54,70; 6, Plymouth Contan, §:02.19;
7. Uvenla Franklin, 5:14.93; 8. Walled
Loke, 5:22.6%; 9. Formington, 5:49.68;
10. Westland Joha Gtenn, 6:31.24;
Farmington Harrison, DQ.

200-yard medloy rolay: 1. Flymauth
Salem {Matt Caslitas, Jason Rebarchik,
Mart Wittholf, Andrew Locke), 1:47.05;
2. Uvonls Stevenson, 1:49.38; 3, Ferm-
Ington, 1:51.52; 4. Northville, 1:52.86;
5. North Farmingion, 2:00.69; 6. Ply-
meuth Canton, 2:01.72; 7. Westland
John Glenn, 2:10.52; 8. Livonta Franklin,
2:12.33; 9. Livonla Churchlll, 2:12.69;
10, Walled Lake, 2:13.84; 11, Farming-
ton Harrison, 2:22.25.

200-yard froostylo telay; 1. Walled

1:58.36; 4. Livonln Stevenson, 2:09,60;
5. Livonla Churchill, 2:13.36: 6. \West.
land fohn Glenn, 2:21.32: 7. Northville,
2:32.86: 8. Walled Lake, 2:36.04; 9.
Livonia Franklin, 2:53.91: F

Lake (Chris Derex Zerbet,
Rob Walker, Ryan Conray), 1:37.54; 2.
Plymouth Salem, 1:38.70; 3. Farming-
ton Harrison, 1:42.53; 4. Plymouth Can-
ton, 1:53.81; 5. Livanio Stevenson,
1:56.91; 6. 2:00.80; 7.

Harrison, Farmington DQ.

200-yard buttarfly ralay: 1. North
Farmington (Brandon DIgla, Adam Far.
ber, Aaron Rycroft, Mark Wachsberg),

Livonia Franklin, 2:02,70; 8. Northvillo,
2:07.26; 9. North Formington, 2:14.16;
10, Livonia Churchlll, 2:15.30; Westland
John Glenn, DQ.
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As veteran Plymouth Salem
swim conch Chuck Olson said,
“That's why we have this meet
— g0 you can learn from it.”

Olson was talking about the
Western Lakes Activities Associ-
ation Relays, the annual league
get-together that Salem hosts,
While it may provide a look at
what each tecam has to offer, it
usually has little bearing on the
WLAA mect at the end of the
season,

Example: Livonia Stevenaon
won last year’'s relays, and Ply-
mouth Canton won the two pre-
vious two years. The WLAA
champion at scason's end each
time, however, was Salem.

What the Rocks learned dur-
ing those relays meets was that
mistakea can kill a team's
chances. Certainly Salem hod
the firepower and depth to win
the relays the past three yeors,
but didn’t. Why?

Disqualifications, usually for

“leaving the starting blocks early.
If o team has a first- or second-
place finisher DQed and scores
no points, in a meet that totals
just 10 races, it's chances of win-
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ning are mortally wounded.

The Rocks didn’t moke that
kind of mistake }nst Saturday
and the result was a good one —
for them. They won three relays
and cap! d first-pl tro-

rated first and third. Tho Rocks
totu} was 244; Stovenson was
right behind with 233, and Can-
ton wasn't much further back
with 224, North Farmington,
too, cleared 200 points, scoring
207 (see mect results).

“This i the first time in many
years it's been thia close,” said
S

phy.

“We were just a bit stronger at
the end than anyone else,” said
Qlson, “And no one got DQed.”

Any explanation for that? “We
didn't really do anything differ-
ent,” the Sanlem conch replicd,
adding in jest, “This year we
decided not to emphasize starts
and it worked out well.”

Maybe not practicing some-
thing is an answer, but don’t
count on it. Olson doean't.

If the Rocks had an added
incentive, it was that no current
team member had ever won this
thing, “The seniors had never
won it,” Olson said. “I didn't
even know it. They told me after-
wards.” .

What the relay results told
wag that this, indeed, would be a
much closer race for the
title. Salem's margin of victory
last Saturday was slim — in
fuct, 20 points was nll that sepa-

t coach Doug Buckler.
“I thought the meet went well,
The whole league swam pretty
darn good. We had one first and
four seconda.”

Canton's improvement certain.
ly concerned Buckler. “Canton
has depth and is much better
this year, even though they grad-
unted some goed talent,”

But, Buckler noted: “Chuck
{Olson) is still the team to bent.
(Snlem's) won it six times in a
row. But we've got four teams,
along with Northville, that will
be right in there for the league
title,”

Salem won the 400-yard
freestyle, the 400 individual
medley and the 200 medley
relays, and finished second in
the 200 backatroke, 600 crescen-
do free and 200 free relays.

One relay meet record was set:
Canton’s Justin Allen, Aaron
Reeder, Trey Gereak and Don
LeClair won the 200 back retay

Whalers face difficult road-trip

And sa it begins.

If the Plymouth Whalers are
going to make a run at the best
record in the Ontario Hockey
League, this is the time they'll
have to come through.

Six of their next seven games
will be on the road, a tough
cnough obstacle. But there are
other hurdles adding to the diffi-
culty.

The Whalers will play aix
games in an cight-day stretch,
beginning Dec. 27 ot Brampton.
And they will do it with five of
their top players — forwards
Harold Druken, David Legwand
and Tomek Valtonen, and
defensemen Nikos Taclios and
Paul Mara — on Jeave. All five
are playing at the World Junior
Hockey Tournament in Win-
nipeg, Mnnitobn,v and likely

B HOCKEY

won't be available to the
Whalers until Jan. 8.

Their absense was felt last
weekend, when Plymouth strug-
gled to a 4-2 win over OHL new-
comer Mississauga Friday at
Mississaugn, then lost 4-2 at
Sarnia Snturday,

Against the Ice Dogs Friday,
Plymouth certainly missed the
offensive capabilities of Druken
nnd Legwand, who have com-
bined to score 56 goals. The
power play suffered in particular
without Tselios and Mara at the
blue fine,

Adam Colagiacomo did his
share for the Whalers, scoring
one goal (his 19th) and assisting

on the other three. Rick Smith
scored twice, bringing his serson
total to 11, and Randy Fitzgerald
had a gonl and an assist.

Plymouth led 2-0 after one
period and 3-1 after two, but
Mississauga pulled to within one
with a power play score by Adam
Nittel at 9:39 of the third period.
Smith's second goal, with 2:05
remaining, clinched it for Ply-
mouth — which isn't saying a
whole lot, considering the Ice
Dogs are the OHL's worst team,
with a single victory to their
credit this season.

Rob Zepp was in goal for the
victory; he made 28 stops. Josh
Evans made 38 saves for Misgis-
sauga.

Saturday’s game at Sarnin was
a far bigger challenge. The
Vhalers opencd the scoring, get-

-

[oLay IT AGAIN
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Extreme Snowboar
Savings
New caxi[t)hegi nsdlilr?g\gvboards

Reg. *300
Mercury = Vision « Rage * Private Label

sae *199°°
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$ to
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Reg $140
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sace 119

KEEGO HARBOR

WATERFORD
4288 Dixie 3
Waterlord, mmza

220

248-674-8.

Used K2
Snowhoard
with Clicker

Binding and Boot
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FARMINGTON HILLS
28946 Orchard Lake Rd.
Farmington Hills, Ml 48334
240-737-0970
BRIGHTON
620 N. Grand Rivor
Brighton, Ml 48118
810-227-0877

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 am-8 pm, Sun. 11 am-5 prn

ROCHESTER HILLS
1380 Watton 8ivd,
Rochastor Hills, M1 48306
FLINT
G-4205 Miller RY.
810-732-3676

in 1:45.69, shattering the previ-
ous mark of 1:47.32 sct by Livo.
nia Churehill in 1894, .

Andrew Locke, Brinn Mertens, -
Jim Peace and Don Jones com.
bined to win the 400 free reloy ;
for Salem (3:32.76), and Eric*
Lynn, Aaron Shelton, Kevin Cra, -
bill and Paul Perez teammed fof
a first in the 400 individual med-
ley relay (4:02.80). N

Matt Casillas, Jason
Rebarchik, Mark Witthoff and
Locke were winners for the
Rocks in the 200 medley relay
(1:47.05). Point of interest: Locke
waa the only swimmer on two
winning relays for Salem, a trib-
ute to the team’s depth — which
has always been the difference
between Salem ond the rest of
the WLAA.

Stevensan, which was without
two swimmers who were
involved in an auto accident last
‘Thursday (neither was seriously
injured), won the 500 crescendo
free relay.

Canton had one other win, to |
go with its record-setter, taking
first in the 400 medley.

Walled Lake had two wins, -
too, in diving and the 200 free
(1:37.64), North had one win in
the 200 butterfly, and Northville .
won the 200 breaststroke,

challenge .

ting a power-play goal from
Fitzgerald early in the sccond
period. But the Sting answered
with scores by Ryan VanBuskirk .
and Peter Cavan ngainst Ply-
mouth goalio Robert Holsinger, *
making it 2-1 heading into the
third period,

Greg Wilters clinched it for
Sarnia with an empty-nct goal
with 47 seconds remaining.

Holsinger made 26 saves for
the Whalers; Greg Hewitt had 32
saves for the Sting.

Plymouth (25-6-2) plays at
Brampton Sunday before return- '
ing for a 3 p.m. game Tuesday:
ogainst London.

Area players
in GLI event

The 34th Annua! Great Lakes
Invitationnl, featuring Michigan,
Michigan State, Northern Michi-
gan and Michigan Tech, comes to
Joe Louis Arena Saturday and
Sunday. .

Defending NCAA  hockey
national champion U-M plays
Michigan Tech at 7:30 p.m. Sat-
urday following a 4 p.m. contest
featuring defending GLI champi-
on MSU against NMU.

The consolation game is at
1:30 p.m. Sunday followed by the
championship game at 6 p.m.

Tickets cost $22.60, $16, $12
and $8 per day and are on sale |
at the Joe Louia Arena Box
Office and all TicketMaster loca-
tions or by ealling TicketMnster -
at (248) 645-6666. The Joe Louis -
Box Office is open 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. Monday through Saturday.

Area players to watch include |
acnior Jeff Kozakowski of Gar-
den City, one of the top defense-
men for MSU, and senior Bobby
Hayes of Westland John Glenn,
one of the Wolverines' top for-
wards ond an assistant captain.
Senior right winger Dale Romin- .
ski (Farmington/Birmingham
Brother Rice) is also one of the
Wolverines' nssistant captaina.

Redford St. Agatha graduate
Jarrett Weinborger is a sopho-
more center with Tech and Bill
Trainor  (Canton/Dearborn
Divine Child) is a sophomore left
winger for the Welverines.

Game from C1

17 shots on goal.

Mustangs down Flyers

Northville scored a pair of Inte
goals Friday to clinch a 5-2 victo-
ry over visiting Farmingten in a
high school hockey game.

The Mustangs had just a one-
goal lead with three minutes
remaining, but the Flyers were
assessed a two-minute penalty
for checking from behind and a
10-minute misconduct,

“We wera really booming the
net and hitting them with a lot
of ahots," Farmington coach
Glenn Brouhan aaid, “and (the
penalties) kinda took the wind
out of our gail.”

Matt Lece scored a goal and
had an assist for the Flyers, 0-
10, lChriu Hone scored the other
goal.




