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Ark concert showcases Irish music, song, dance -

Crossroads Ceilidh, an cvening
of Celtic music and dance, 7:30
p.m. Wednesday, Dee. 30 at the
Ark, 316 Main St., downtown
Ann Arbor. Ticketa $10, call (734)
761-1451.

By KEELY WYGONIK
STAFF WRITER
Iwygonik@oe.homecomm.net

Growing up in County Clare,
Ireland, Mick Gavin liked hang-
ing nround the old-timers who
showed him how to play the fid-
dle. Sometimes they'd take him
with them on trips to perform in
other parts of the country.

“I guess I'm doing that now,”
said Gavin of Redford who is pre-
senting Crossronds Ceilidh, an
evening of Celtic music and
dance Wednesday, Dec. 30, nt the
Ark in downtown Ann Arbor. “I
tove to sec the kids playing. The
funny thing ahout the music is
you ean‘t create good students —
if they want to play, they'll find

on.”

The concert will fenture o vari-
ety of Irish musicians and
dancers including US, National
Scottish Junior Fiddle Champion
Jeremy Kittle, champion Irish
dancers, Paul Cusak of Ply-
mouth, who will soon be joining
the cast of Riverdance, Mike
Belvitch and Pat Quinn.

Glengary Road will perform
the music of Cape Breton Island,
and Charlie Wilkie, Dawn
Hudek, Gavin, Terence McKin-
ney and others will perform tra-
ditiona) Irish music and songa.

“The Ark is a well-known folk

Youth theater tracks vanishing amphibians

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFF WRITER
ichomin@oe.homecomm.net

Amphibians rarely come up in
conversations, but the Detroit
Zoo plans to chunge that with
three new plays it’s commis-
sioned the Mosaic Youth Theatre
to present Dec. 28-30 in the
Wildlife Interpretive Gallery.

The productions run in con-
junction with the Smithsonian's
traveling exhibition, “Vanishing
Amphibians,” on display in the
Wildlife Interpretive Gallery at
tho zoo.

Where's Kermit? is just one of

the subjects the youth theater
addresses in the trilogy of short
plays. A search for the Budweis-
er frogs further enlightens audi-
ences about the decline of
amphibian populations over the
last 50 yenrs. For some species,
however, it's too late. An incrense
in UV.B rays resulting from
ozane layer depletion, the effects
of peaticides, fertilizers and her-
bicides, and the introduction of
predators and competitors has
led to their demise. Zao director
Ron Kngon said, that's why a
National Amphibian Conserva-
tion Center, one of two large-
secale exhibits, is scheduled to
open in the next two years at the

200,

“We talked about funny ideas
and came up with an Amphibian
TV network,” said Annette
Madias, a Farmington Hills resi-
dent and managing director of
Mosnic Youth Theatre. “What a
fun place to work. The kids

Fiddter: Loot: for Jercmy
Kittle, US. National Scot-
tish Junior Fiddle Cham-
pion, at the Crossroads
Ceilidh.

venue,” snid Gavin explaining
why he chnse the site. “There are
quite a few talented young peo-
ple around, unfortunately, the
clubs around Detroit are not into
promoting the kids and their
musie, they have lost the art
these kids are finding.”

Kittle, 14, has been playing
classical violin since he was 5.
“He called me, he got my name
from the Ark and was looking for
someone to teach him the fiddle,”
said Gavin. “He had a lot of
background and also plays with
the Saline Fiddler's Philharmon-

ic.”

With Gavin's help, Kittle
learned how to play the fiddle,
and has been the Grent Lakes
Scottish Fiddle Junior Champion

for the past two years, At the
Ceilidh he will be performing
alonguide Gavin’a son, Sean, who
plays flute, and Tyler Duncan on
uilleann pipes.

“Tyler went to sce ‘Riverdance
and wanted te play pipes. He
told his parents, and they found
a set of pipes for him. He's really
good on them. He's going to fre-
and this summer with his par-
cnts and to study pipes for n
year.”

Sean Gavin, 12, has been play-
ing the flute for about nine
months, “I've been listening to
Irish music ever since I was n lit-
tle kid, I just like everything
about it,” he said. “I think the
concert’s gonna be great. A lot of
peaple have CDs of Celtic music,
and enjoy listening to it.”

Cusak, 18, a senior at Catholic
Central High School is also lock-
ing forward to the concert. This
has been a great year. In April he
won the All-World Dancing
Championships in Ircland. In
July he tried out for, and was
asked to join the Riverdance
tour, a dream come true.

“T'll be attending a workshop
on Feb. 28, and joining the tour
this summer after [ graduate. I'l
tour for a year and sec what
happens,” said Cusnk, “River-
dance has put Irish dancing on
the map. It's probably the most
popular dance show in the
world.”

Cusak snid he would like to
attend college and majar in polit-
icnl science. He hopes to get a
law depree and may even run for

“AM-TV: All Amphiblans, All the Time"

What: The Mosaic Youth Theatre presents threc short plays deat-
Ing with the alight of amphibians,

hetd in conjunction with the
phapla

St e
continues to Jan. 10.

Whon: 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. Monday-Wednesday. Dec. 28-30.

Where: The Wildiife Interpretive Gallery at the Detrait Zoo, Wood-
ward Avenue and 10 Mite Road, Royal Oak.

Cost: Free with zoo admission of $7.50 adults, $5.50 far
seniors/students, and $4.50 children ages 212,

15" which
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would ‘come back to say ‘1 got to
feed the animals or 1 went
behind the scenes.™

Gerry Craig, Wildlife Interpre-
tive Gallery curator, was looking
for creative ways to relay scien-
tific facts when she commis-
sioned the youth thenter to write
the plays ahout the disappenring
amphibians.

“It was great,” said Craig.
“There's & news reporter who
tries 10 do an interview with
Kermit the Frog and he’s van-
ished, as have the Budweiser
frogs. When they first brought
back n draft, we decided what
points were important- to
understand metomorphosis and
what is an amphibinn, Amphib-
inns always live near water, not
necessarily in it. They have soft
moist skins that need water and
lay their eggs in water. What we
didn't realize was how much
Kermit was going to get their
attention.”

Madins, youth theater founder

Rick Sperling, and members of
the youth theater's Next Stage
Company eventually came up
with scripts to teach metamor-
phasis in “Leave It to Tadpole,” a
take off on the 1950s TV show
“Leave it to Beaver” “The Case of
the Vanishing Amphibians™ is a
whodunit which uncevers the
reasons for disappearing
amphibinns, and the “Jerry Hop-
per Show” features an amphib-
ian und reptile couple ns bicker-
ing talk-show guests.

“After we studied the materi-
als Gerry gave us and saw the
Smithsonian exhibit, T got on the
Internet,” said Madins, “Theres a
lot of work being done that 1
wasn't aware of, people all over
the world counting nmphibians.”

Founded in 1992, the Mosaic
Youth Theatre is housed in the
historic Fart Wayne in southwest
Detroit. Comprised of youth from
Detroit, Southfield, Farmington
Hills, Bloomfield Hills, Denr-
born, and Windsor, the theater

political office wome day. 1
haven't planned out my whole
life yet,” he said. “As far #s River-
dance goes, Cuaak says, 1 will be
getting paid for something 1 real-
ly like to do.” He has been danc-
ing since he was five years old,
To get ready for “Riverdance”
he's practicing as if he were
preparing for a dance competi-
tion.

In March he perlormed at the
St. Patrick’s Day Fest at the Hel-
lenic Cultural Center in West-
land, which Gavin also orga-
nized.

“He gives us an opportunity to
put forth cur talent,” said Cusak.
“I enjoy dancing to his music and
band. It’s a lot of fun.”

The concert will be very laid-
back. “It won't be organized,”
said Gavin. “If anyone in the
audience wants to come up and
sing or dance, they're welcome
to”

Gavin describes a Ceilidh as
just a gathering of musicians,
dancers and singers. About 16
people will be performing includ-
ing Gavin’s other son, Michael,
22, who plays fiddle, guitar, and
bouzouki, a long-necked string
instrument that originated in
Greece. “It's a cross between a
banjo and a guitar,” said Gavin.
“It's been in Ireland the last 40-
50 years.”

He was thinking about doing
something for New Year's Eve,
but decided it would be a hit
wild, and wanted something por-
ents could bring their children
to.

received the 1998 Governor’s
Award for Arts and Culture in
November and will perform at
one of the Innugural events in
Lansing. Sperling created Mosaic
as n multi-cultural arts organi-
zation whose mission is “to
develop young theater artists
through comprehensive theatri-
cal training and to provide high
quality performances for audi-
ences of all nges”

“We try to wark that mosnic of
racinl and economic diversity by
bringing in kids who in their
everyday life might not come
into contact with each other,”
said Madins. “We've sce what
happens when the city and the
suburbs come together — black
and white and Latino.”

The Youth Ensemble consists
of 105 students who auditioned
in September for the 10 months
of free theatrical training offered
by Mosaic. There is also a 16-
mumber National Touring Com-
pany, and the eight member
Next Stage Company, comprised
of youth ages 17 to 23 who are
paid “so they're able to go to col-
lege and have Next Stage as a

Award-winning
dancer: Paul
Cusah, the
first American
male ever to
win the All-
Ireland senior
Dance compe-
tition in 1997,
and 1998 All-
World Cham-
pionship win-
ner, will be
participating
in the Cross-
roads Ceilidh.

part-time job.”

Craig originally approached
the multi-cultural youth theater
to collnborate on a production to
celebrate the International Year
of the Coral Reef in 1997, The
youth theater had held a benefit
at the Detroit Artists Market
where Craig was then exceutive
director.

“We were looking for someone
to eojlaboerate with, to bring
these issues to the forefrom, the
plight of amphibisns i
worldwide,” said Crnig,

Tot of groups perform. We were

Ti Tiwree
On the trall: Brian Mclntosh, an actor with the Mosaic
Youth Theatre, is a detective on the case of the “Van ish-
ing Amphibians,” at the Detroit Zoo.

looking for the right flavor and
style to uppeal to 200 audiences,
The Mosaic Youth Theatre has o
high energy, hip, engaging style
that appeals to teens as well as
kids."

Craig plans to expand the per-
forming arts at the thenter in
the Wildlife Interpretive Gatlery.
Craig already has booked a vari-
vty of entertainment from cham-
ber music concerts to puppet
shows since the gallery opened
in the renovated old bird house
in 1996.
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