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‘Dancing at Lughnasa’ better on

BY VICTORIA DiAZ
SPECIAL WRITER

-Adapted by Frank McGuinness
from Brian Frisl's Tony Award-
winning play, “Dancing nt Lugh-
nasa” celebratea the human spir-
it with generous nmounts of
warmth and grace, and a touch
of heart-wrénching Irish mist. It
not only recognizes the evanes-
cence of our dreams but also
poys homage to the precious,
ethereal nature of our earth-
bound, daily lives as well — those
lives that, with time, become as
intangible as Paradise itself.

-More than that, it features
some memorable performances
and cnough poetic scenes and
images to warm your heart for a
long time.

And yet, something about it
disappoints mo. Maybe if I had
never seen and fell in love with

Fricl's play I could have enjoyed
the movie more.

Taking a cue from Fricl's for-
mat, the film looks back at
another time, vin the memory
narration of one Michacl Mundy.
Now an adult, Michael recalls
the summer of 1936 when he
was an 8-year-old boy living with
his never-married mother, her
four unmasried sisters and their
broken-down pricst brother on o
hardscrabble farm near the vil-
Iage of Bailybeg in County Done-
gal, Lughnasa, a pagan Irish fes-
tival of music and donce, held
each yenr at harvest time, is
approaching.

“That lovely summer I thought
would never end,” Michael telis
us. “I was king of the castle sur-’
rounded by all who loved me.”

Shiclded by love and blinded
by innocence, the boy (Darrell
Johnsten) could not have known

what he clenrly can see today:
the “lovely summer” would not
only come to an end, it would
mark an unsettling beginning
that changed his life permanent-

ly.

We might ask ourselves scver-
al questions ns the story begin to
unfold: What is wrong with
Unecle Jack? Why has he been
sent home from his post in
Africa? Where is Michael’s
father? Why have nonc of the sis-
ters ever married?

Heading the family ia the
deeply divided Kate, played by
Meryl Streep with her usual
astonishing talents, The only sis-
ter with a higher education, Kate
is a teacher at the villnge schoal,
a womun who values reputation
and dignity above (almost) any-
thing else, and a woman whose
heart may just be on the verge of
turning stony as n way of pre-

serving itsclf. -
British nctress Kathy Burke is
the jolly, appte-checked Maggic,

matter. Down to posture, mon-
nerisms, voice quality, apeech
inflection, the lilt of an cycbrow,

the sister perhaps most deveted
to making the uncanventional
Mundy houschold a home. Brid
Brennan reprises her Tony
Award-winning stage role as
Aggie, the sister who, in the end,
may be tho most courngeous.
Michacl Gambon as the polite-
ly addled, doddering Jack, and
Sophic Thompson ns the high-
spirited, dim-witted sister, Rose,
are nothing less than magnifi-
cent in their roles and give this
film much of its unforgettable
glow. It is impossible to imngine
that director Pat O'Connor could
have urged n more equisitely
nuanced performance from
either, or fram anybody, for that

the nod of o head, physical
appearance — thoy ere these dis-
turbing, but always beloved,
characters. Not once do we catch
them acting.

On the other hand, Cotherine
McCormack’s Christina, young
Michael’s mother, appears rela-
tively pole and bloodless
throughout. She smiles a Jot and
certainly looks attractive
enough, but it is difficult to
believe her chaoracter ia the sis-
ter who risked so much, who
tninted not just her own reputa-
tion but her family's by giving in
to the temptations of the Nesh,
The man she loves, played by
Rhya Ians, comes up a little hes-
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stage than film

itant and short on charm, too.

I think, ultimately, what's
most disappointing to me nbout
the film is that in “opening it up”
for cinematic presentation,
O'Connor has made it harder for
us to sce several of its characters
as cusily ns when we watch the
drama plnyed out against the
more confining backdrops of the
stage. Agninst the mythic, put-
your-eye-out grandeur of the
Emerald Isle itself, dircctor of
photography is Kenneth MacMil-
Tan, some of the characters scem
to nlmost disappear at times, or
at least to blur along with the
misty landacape. We feel dis-
tanced from them somehow. In a
story about the human heart and
spirit, this can prove to be a wee
bit troublesome.

and less than marginal figures.
Also Roxon's book was one pers
son’s particular view of the acts

up to the mid 1970s, while this is’

n compendium of contributors
with different interests and
enthusiasms.

Graff said there is a balance
made between o unified
overview and the individual con-
tributors. The contributers rate
the records with “bones,” from
five for outstanding to a “wool™
for miserable.

“We share a philosophy and
discuss what ia a five bone or
four bone record. But each has
an ability to interpret an artist.
After all it's often comparing
apples and oranges. But we do
foreward & set of criterin,” Groff
snid,

Groff said he docsn't let his
personal tastes (which range
from Bruce Springsteen to Deep
Purple) prejudice his view of a
contributor’s ratings.

Though the book is exhaustive
in its coverage, 1,999 rock
artists, it is also selective. For
insiance, country legend Buck
Owens and his Bakersfield disci-
ple Dwight Yoakum are included,
but “outlaws™ Waylon Jennings
and Willie Nelson are not.

“A little:of it is just to stir
things up. A lot of it comes down
to who's making music that has
infl d the rock ity,”
Graff #aid. “I would argue that
Buck Owens has hoad an influ-
ence on the rock community.
Waylon and Willie have a rock
attitude but didn't influence rock
music. We had similar discus-
gions about rhythm and blues.”

The discographies alone are
informative and cach contributor
gives the reader a recommenda-
tion on what to buy first and
next and what to avoid. There is
also an interesting note of who
influenced the artist and who

MudpUppRy o ook

they influenced in turn. The back
of the book fentures indexes on
artist web sites, books and maga-
zines, radio stations, record
labels, compilation albums, and
much more.

Grafl developed his own inter-
est in rock from an early age.

*I hiad a brother 11 years older
than me and he was a child of
the counter culture, 5o I was
hearing nll that great music,”
Graff said. “Other kids my ape
were listening to the latest Dis-
ney song and [ waa listening to
‘Born to Be Wild. Then I started
reading Rolling Stone and Circus
as a teenoger”

Graff snid one thing that the
MusicHound books attempt to do
is create a positive enthusiasm
for the music.

“I like music and want to
share good things about the
music. I'm not going in with the
iden of hacking things down,” he
snid.

jeet, he reeruited fellow veteran
bluestmen guitar/mandolin play-
er Mark Pasman, vocalist/per-
cussionist Lorenzo “Spoons”™
Brown, vocalist/drummer Darryl
Picree, and vocalist/keyboardist
Mark Thibodeau.

Working with a pallette of
blues, soul, juzz, Cajun and pop,
Mudpuppy created one of the
best local albums of 1998, “White
Bread and Hot Sauce.” For the
album, Randolph returned to
writing sangs on guitar.

“Pain in My Back™ takes a cue
from Wynonnie Harris. The
stand-out track, “Beads,” written
by Randolph, features the
author'’s smooth vocals wrapped
around the twinkling of an xylo-
phone and an acoustic guitar. It
tells the story of a visit to a
voodoo house, . _. . ...

“Went down to the voodoo
house ... atood there for awhile
and she wasn't there. So I went
next door to her sister's house ..
ghe said stand there by the cor-

ner baby and wait for a spell and
shout out, ‘Hey there mister,
throw some beads over here,™
Randolph sings.

Mudpuppy has begun work on
its follow-up CD to “White Bread
and Hot Sauce” and expects it to
be released in mid-1999. Modest,
yet confident, Randolph would be
the lnst to say that this is some-
thing to watch for in the new
year,
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BIRMINGHAM BLOOMFIELD

[ ]
What are you doing
L [ ]
Friday night?
Popular Art Historian Michael Farrell presents
a series of evening lectures that are educational and fun.
Enjoy three Friday nights with friends while pondering Picasso,
his diverse periods, his influences, and his wives, over wine
and cheese at the BBAC. "A Picasso Portfolio Revisited" is
just one of the 181 classes, lectures, and workshop offered
at the BBAC this winter. Classes designed for aduls, children,
and teens from basic drawing to topics of art history
and appreciation are available at a variety of fimes.
Please call for a catalog or visit our new web site at

www.bbartcenter.org

ENROLL FOR WINTER CLASSES NOW!

More of what you want at the Birminghom Bloomfield Art Center

ham, Michi 48009
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