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because as you can see, there's a happy
ending,” snid Mclissa to her classmates.
“I'm going toward being completely
cane-free, I got rid of the wheclchair.”
Melissa and Amanda filled up the 90-
minute SMART scasion by: showing
ll}rgu “Get \Vtilll' placards signed by

an

talking about the importance of donat-
ing blood to the American Red Cross to
help save lives; and by talking candidly
about Melissu's accident and recovery.

They nlso provided information to
help studonts better understand
tragedies and how to deal with them.

“A tragedy is different to all different
people,” Amanda said. “Like parents
getting divorced, or fighting with your
best friend.

“But knowing how to deal with
(tragedics), ... you need to be around
friends and family, and know that peo-
ple care about you.”

Keeping a positive attitude and sense
of humor during times of adversity
undoubtedly had much te do with how
well Melissa hos bounced back.

“After spending seven weeks in the
hoapital {after emerging from her
coma), they took me shopping,” Melissa
said with o wide smile, “I never thought
I'd see a mall look so great.”

Amanda noted that, after initially
feeling sorry for herself about losing the
“only person vho undoratood me,” and
then feeling helpless about not being
able to help her friend, she eamo around
and helped support Melissa’s family
throughout the erisis.

“Just by being there and supporting
the family,” said Amanda, “that’s help-
ing out the family a tremendous
amount.”

Their prescentation proved to be inspi-
rational and thought-proveking, said
somo of the students in the audience.

“It proves that if you put your mind to
it, you can do anything you want,” said
ninth grader Ashleigh Bartlett.

Stncey Robinson, a 10th grader,
cchoed others who cnll Melissa's recov-
ery and return to a relatively normal
life “amazing.”

Stacey, however, did note that “it's

quite depressing to hear what happened
to her, it makes you think about what's
going to happen next.”

For exnmple, Amanda Faughnan told
the class about how she und Melisaa
were having a good time “running
around in the park” the day before the
nccident. “I nover thought that the next
day she'd be in a coma.”

But that’s what happencd.

The accident toak place the afternoon
of July 23, 1997, when Melisan was
baby-sitting three small children by the
pool nt Farmington Glen Aquatic Cen-
ter,

For no explninable reason, a heavy
tree branch fell, struck Melissa on the
head and knocked her into a coma.

The recovery began as soon as alert
lifeguards and pnramedics performed
cardiopulmonary resuscitation on the
injured girl. It continucd during the
next several months, at two hospitals, a
rehabilitation center and finally home.

“1 renlly did feel like an infant,”
Melissa snid, recalling painful physical
therapy. “Learning how to walk again.
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Ench step I took was really difficult, but
1 wanted to keep pitching myself fur-
ther to make improvement.”

The SMART scasion also gave class-
mates other important messages: Don't
take life for granted; donate blood
whenever possible.

“You don't think how diflicult breath-
ing, walking, even blinking is until it's
tou hard for you to do,” Melisaa snid.

The need to donate blood was stressed
by Melissa and Amanda.

“Thiy one (get well eard) is for one of
the blood drives in her name,” Amnnda
said, displaying the placard, “An over-
whelming number of people came to
donate ... It's very important to give
blood. Melissa needed blood. It makes &
humongous difference.”

Melissa credited get-well wishes from
the community for making a positive
impact on her recovery.

Nothing stands out more then the
August 1997 Farmington Community
Chorus concert at Heritage Park, where
500 people attended and gave a collec-

H aven from page Al

tive prayer for the teen, who waa still
comntose nt that time,

Melissn's mother, Susan Garr, is the
pinnist for the chorus.

A year later, mirnculously, Melissn
and Susan sat next to each other at
another Heritage Park chorus concert,
with Melissa turning pages for her mom
at the piano.

“I know people were thinking about
me,” Melissa snid. “I just wanted to
fight, and get mysclf back here.”

Her return to FHS ~ beginning on a
port-time basis - nlso has played n
major role in Melissa's unbelievable
saga.

Reenlling her time at the Rninbow
Rehabilitation Center, Melissa, her
family and doctors “all knew T had o
very long journey shead of me... So (it
was) decided to come back to school and
do therapy through school.”

These days, Melissa is doing well i
schoo!, even taking two correspondence
conrses to catch up for work missed dur-
ing 1997-98.
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help,” Nuriel said.

“Haven has been experiencing

number of clients they serve and
the number of phone calls from

Hedy Nuriel, Haven executive

every year,” she said. “I don't
know if that's because there's

people are finding out about the
services that we provide.”

The Farmington location,
which is triple in size of the Novi

western Onkland County - in
communities like Novi, Farming-
ton, Farmington Hills, West
Bloomficld and South Lyon -

travel to Haven's Pontiac loca-

counseling, community educa-
tion, supervised parenting time
hetween adults and their chil-
dren; advocacy; as well as bat-
terers’ intervention and counsel-

B
“It takes courage for those dev-
astated by nbuse to reach out for

building violence-free communi-
tios one family at a time. People
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oxperiencing a steady
increase in the total
number of clients they
serve and the number
of phone calls from
those seeking help.’
Hedy Nuriel

—Haven exceutive director

following services: Ve

| cmergency shelter to 348
adults and 400 children and
teens during 11,977 nights;

support and information to
8,276 callers to the Crisis and
Support Line;

B counseling to 633 survivors
of domestic violence;

o therapy to 872 victims of
sexunl assault and child abuse;
and

he needa of

familics in night. When they call we

it too far to

supervised v
be used as a shelter.

283 yenars,
ices such o8

no matter where they
Nuriel said.

“Haven is
dations.

can call us any time day or

discern if they need counseling
or shelter. Many people are look-
ing for someone to talk to,”

The Farmington facility is
designed for counseling and

s only. It won't

*If anyone is suffering from
having been nbused physically or
wexually in a relationship as a
child or as an adult there is help,

Feca are determined by the
person’s nbility to pay. Haven, a
United Way Agency, is also
funded by government grants;
private and municipal donation
as well as other grants and fou

B batterers’ intervention
vices o 321 people.

Haven also provided commu-
nity education programs in
schools; hespitals and to' lu¢
enforcement agencics. v

Consider that 2.9 million cases
of child abuse and neglect were
reported in the United Statos
during 1992, representing + &
increase of 7.8 percent from
1991, according to the National
Committee for the Prevention of
Child Abuse. The agency also
reported that in 1992 an esti-
mated 1.261 children died from
abuse or neglect, which means
that more than three children
died from maltreatment each
day in the United States.

Anyone in need of services
may contact Haven's 24-hour cri-
wis and support line at 248-334
1
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Up Now! Winter 1 Classes Begin
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