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Rocko

BY PAT MURPHY
HTAFF WRITER
pmurphy@oc.hamecomm.net
Compared to her previous jobs
with the Oakland County Sher-
iffa Dcpnrtmenl Sherry
Locher's new assignment is
almost o snap.

Oakland County’s first bomb sniffing dog — arrives .

You might say she's having a
blast — except for the poor
choice of words,

Locher is the handler for
Rocko, Onkland'’s firat ever bomb
sniffing dog. And a blast is what
the dog and Locher are trained
to avaid.

On board: A rash of bomb threats in 1999

rompted

the county Sheriff Department to hire Rocko as a bomb
sniffing dog. The expert's handler is Sherry Locher.

Having

a blast ;

Sheriff Michael J. Bouchard
decided to add a bomb dog to the
county’s K-8 corp earlier this
year after the shootings at
Columbine High School sparked
a hoat of false alarms at local
achools.

QOakland hed already reinsti-
tuted the K-9 corps with four
dogs and handlers for tracking
people or drugs. But after a rash
of bomb threats (29 from April
until the last day of school in
June), the sheriff decided to ndd
a dog trained oxclusively to
detect explosives . . . and react in
a passive manner.

“I guess it's o sign of the
times,” said Sgt. John S. Skalski,
chief trainer at the Oakland
Police Academy at the Auburn
Hills Compus of Oaklund Com-
munity College. “But there’s o
big calt for dogs thot can quickly
scan a building or an area.”

Sheriff Robert J. Pickell of
Genvser County, onc of the firat
departments to have a bomb dog,
said he realized their

acknowledged. But the biggest
challenge was paychological, she
said, “Helping trainees realize
they are worth more than they
thought they were.”

After boot camp, Locher was
assigned to road patrol — a nuts
nnd boltu assignment fnr mna?.

“That's an
she said, one easily as dangerous
as snything she’s likely to
encounter with the bomb dog.

Rocko and other bomb dogs are
trained to detect 16 basic scenta
present in most explosives, said
Locher. “When he dees detect
one of those scents, the dog sits
immediately,” ahe said, and
Locher 1 call the bomb squad.”

Locher ia no stranger to ani-
mals. She and her husband Don,
a 1979 graduate of Waterford
Kettering High School, own
another German Shepherd on
their 10-acre home in White
Lake Township. They also have
three children, Brock, 12, Paigo,
7, and Pieree, 3.

Locher i refers to her

Avold Sherry Lochcr and Rocko are trained ta auord
blasts, of the bomb sort. The dog is trained to detect 16
scents present in most ¢xplosives.

after sceing one sniff out pistol
that had been buried in o field.
“If 1 hadw't eeen it, I never would
huve believe it way possible,” he
snid.

Skaluki said & dog's sense of
smell is believed to be 40 to 60
times moge sensitive thoo n
human’s. “They can do some
unbelievable things,” he said,

Last week Locher and Rocko
underwent the first of five weeks
of trunining — time Skalski said
was devoted largely to bonding
and agility. “The dog and han-
dler must work very closely
together,” he said. *So they have
to understand each ather.”

Locher joined the sheriffs
department as a civilian clerieal
emplayee shortly after graduat-
ing from Waterford Mott High
School in 1986. After a stint as a
corrections (jnil) officer, Locher
became the first woman drill
instructor at the sherifTs newly
opened boot camp — sgubse-
quently named after the late
John F. Nichals,

Being the lone fepale DI at
the very mncho Camp Nichols
was an experience, Lacher
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5 If you have merchandise
to sell for under $500,

Pay

That's right! Right now, with this special offer, you
pay only $19.97 to sell your used furniture, appliances,
sporting goods, bikes—anything you no longer use.

HERE'S ALL YOU HAVE TO DO:

1. Describe your item in 3 lines. Remember, items must total less than
$500 (asking price must appear in your ad).

2. Run your ad for 2 days—Sunday/Thursday or Thursday/Sunday

3. Your cost? 1 low price of just $19.97. Your savings? A big 55%!
You could say our 3-2-1 plan

is as easy as
1-2-3!
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Oakland County: 248-644-1070 Wayno County. 734-581-0900
Rochester Rochoster Hills: 248-852-3222 Clarkston, Lake Orion, Oxtord, Watarford: 244-475-4596
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husband as “the civilian,” in def-

" maker. “He's very supportive of
erence 10 his being a tool and die Ty Bupp

avoid talking shop.”
my career,” she said, “but we
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FANTASYLAND
LIGHT SHOW
COMPETITIONS

Student & Team

Community Federal
Credit Unlon

mpeszr \WARM UP CENTER

connBASON  http:oeoniine.com/plymouthice/

Accommodalions HOTLINE: Skate with the Whalers
) 734-459-9157 Compuware Arena
Hilton Garden Inn Sunday * Jan 16 !

5:30 pm to 7:00 pm
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iCE SPECTAGULAR NEW CENTURY SWEEPSTAKES

g (] ENTER TO WIN

e BUICK CENTURY
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Enter by filling Dul miumt Bnd bnng II to meLlplonfBu\ck Cenrury boom lﬁl’ho Ptymo\m Intemational ice

Sculpture Spectacutar January 12 - 17, or ammmmnywyudngmmmmc-mm
1/23/2000.

UncleBens

Famer Jack 17372000 -

Name:

Address:

City Stale 2

Telephone: { ) !

No purchase necesaary, need not be present 1o win, void where prohibitad, must ba 18 yra old to win.
Ofticlal rules posted at the Plymouth ice Spectacular, and Farmer Jack stores. Contest ends January 30, 2000,
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