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The Michigan Book of Bests,
Fricde Publications, $13.95,

BY DOUG JOHNBON
BTAFF WRITER

Michigan writer Gary Bar-
fknecht's latest effort, “Michigen
Bests,” ia full of the same humor
found in his “Michillancous”
books of several years ago.

You know you're in for some
fun by looking at some of the
aub-tities of the 500-plus entries:

B Easiest Shoot Down a Chute
(luge run in Muskegon).

B Most Intriguing Place to
Walk Among the Dead (Elmwood
Cemetery, Detroit),

o Most Pervasive Fungus.

B Coolest Canndinn Crossover.

B Best Place to Tell Your
Child to go Fly a Kite, ©

@ Most Intense Fore-Play
(about gelf).

You get the idea. The state's
standouts are spotlighted in
briof tidbits of information,
many with pictures. Where nec-
essary, Barfknecht supplies
phone numbers and Web sites.

Among the "beats” with a local
angle: coolest sledding: The
Fridge, a toboggan run at Water-
ford Oaks County Park; the mast
viewed film venue: Star South-
field Entertainment Center;
most popular traffic tie-up:
Woodward Dream Cruise; choic-
est place to shop for cars: Troy
mator Mall, Troy; best place to
buy lodgepole pine furniture:
Greater Indoors in Birmingham;
toniest mall: Somerset Collec-
tion, Troy; top-rated restaurant:
‘The Lark in West Bloomfield.

Controversy /o u.s:

B Among the ‘bests’ with a local angle: coolest
sledding: The Fridge, a toboggan run at Waterford
Oaks County Park;the most viewed flim venue:
Star Southfield Entertalnment Center; most popu-
lar traffic tle-up: Woodward Dream Crulse; cholc-
ast place to shop for cars: Troy motor Malil, Troy.

Cushiest cat house (for pets):
Backdoor Friends in Farmington
Hills; greatest inside outdoor
show: Novi Expo Center {spon-
gored by Michigan United Con-
servation Clubs).

Most technically difficult
mountain bike trail: Highland
Recreation Area in Onkland
County; best urban canoeing:
Huron River, Milford to Lake

Erie.

Most unique high school nick-
names: among the top 15, Ply-
mouth Rocks; finest frozen
gallery: Plymouth Ice Show;

Biggeat indoor boat: in Canton
at the Yazaki corporate offices;
best collection of BB guna: Ply-
mouth (once home to Daisy Air
Rifle); most charitable one-night
affair: North American Auto

Show Charity Preview, Detroit.

Barfknecht's book doean't tack-
le anything very serious such as
“best haspitel” but doea offer the
créme de la (réme of such things
as biggest hot rod show, best
waterfalls, oldest soft drink,
highest man-made ski jump and
more.

Buy the book and see what
he’a talking about.

No area or facet of the state is
left out. The “Bests™ book would
make a nice stocking-atuffer for
those who like their Michigan
trivia and geography.

As the author notes, wherc
else but Michigan can you trave)
between Hell and Paradise?

Write Friedc Publicationa, PO
box 217, Davison, MI, 48423 for
more information. Order by
phone (800) 824-4618.
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Short History of Black People,”

which will be exhibited this
Thursday ut the Museum of Con-
temporary Art, a tiny eight-by-
ten room located inside Galerie
Blu.

‘The exhibit, noted Galerie Blu
owner David Popa, had been
scheduled all along to coincide
with Bourgeau's show at the

* DIA. He conceded the timing

. couldn't be better.

“Right now, we have people’s
attention,” he said. “It's impor-
tant to carry through with the
dinlogue Jef started.”

The “museum” is Bourgeau's

 ART BEAT

Art Beat features various hap-

< penings in the suburban art
« world. Send Oakland County
. arts news leads to Art Beat,

Eccentric Newspapers, 805 E.
Maple, Birmingham, MI 48009,
or fax (248} 644-1314. E-muail
items to

work-in-progress, an attempt to
poke fun at the stodgy museum
world.

“The recent response is one
thing, but the long-term influ-
ence 9 to push for o museum of
contempornry art separate from
the DIA,” said Bourgeau,

“Popular culture haa taken
over., Muscums ave no longer a
haven for ‘culture.’ Contempo-
rary artists have to have a con-
text for their work.”

_Anything but indifference

In the wake of the controversy
over the “Sensation” exhibit at
the Brooklyn Muscum of Art,
Bourgeau’s claim of censorship
by the DIA has awakened the
local arts communrity and caused
reverberations throughout the
American art world.

Bourgeau claims to neither
seck publicity, nor hide from it.
He calls the medin fascination
with his provocative work z nec-
casary part of what he refers to
os the “dinlogue” he's trying to
create about contemporary art.

That all sounds like a refined
explanation of Andy Warhol's

will match each prize with a schol-
arship should winners decide to fur.
ther thelr muslcal education at
WSU. Students must submit perfor-
mance tape by Apeii 1. For applica-
tion, ¢-mail Couflinks@aol.com
PARTNERS IN HISTCRY

The Piymouth Histatical Muscum

Goch
Ip net

© ARTISTS WANTED

The Ann Arbor Strect Art Fair
is now accepting applicutions for
its 41st art fair to tnke place

. Wednesday-Saturday, July 19-
- 22,

Applications must be post-
marked by Feb. 4. The fair
accepts new artists in all medin
every year. It is expeited to draw
more than 500,000 visitors.

For an application, call (734)
994-5260, write the Ann Arbor
Street Art Fair, P.O. Box 1352,
Ann Arbor, M1 48106, or down-
load an application frem the new
web site at www.artfair.org
$0L0 CONCERTO COMPEWTION

The Bobemians, Detroit’s old-
est music club (also known as
the Musicians Club of Greater
Detroit), is Jooking for students for
its competition for orchestral instru-
ments {high school and college,
oges 16-22),

Prizes for First ($1.500). Second
($1.000) and Third ($500) will be
awarued. Wayne State University

STAY TUNED

Happy New Year Guns N’
Rosen fans, from KNAC.com.
The band that rose to stardom
with “Welcome to the Jungle”
in the late 1980s is making its
way into the world of cyberspace.
Guns N' Roses released a live
version of “Coma,” which initial-
ly appearcd on “Use Your Iifu.
sion I,” for computer-savvy fans.

It will be available for down-
load through Windows Medin
Player — a sort of preview to the
release of their live double CD
“Live Era '87-'93" on Geffen
Records. Check it out on
www.knac.com today.

From rockin' on the Internet to
turning the Rock and Roll Hall
of Fame blue — Bonnie Raitt
will be inducted into the Hall of
Fame on March 8, 2000 for her
contribution to blues. She's
known for hits like “Something
to Talk About” and “I Can't
Maoke You Love Me”

Algo being inducted this year
are like Eric Clapton, Earth
Wind & Fire, Lovin' Spoonful,
the Moonglows, James Tay-
lor, Nat King Cole and Billie
Holiday. There are five to seven
artists inducted annually into
the Hall of Fame. Musicians are
eligible for consideration 25
years after the relensc of their
firat recording.

— STEPHANTE ANGELYN CASOLA

and College students
have partnered together to cdit and
publish Civil War materials trom the
Museum’s Archives collections.
Students from the college’s com-
puter graphics technology Quark
Xpress class, taught by Plymouth
resident Margaret Fitzgerald, use
real projects to teach technical
grophic deslgn concepts.

The Museum Archives hold a vari-
ety of information related to Ply-
mouth in the Civil War. The stu-
dents, compiling  museum
resources, created booklets about
twao tocal men who were part of the
24th Micbigan Regiment- Lucius

Shattuck and Emil Mettetal.

Tne booklets wilt be used for
museum reseatch, school classes
and will also be availablc in the
Museum Gift Shop In spring of
2000.

This is the second partnership for
the museum and Schoolcraft stu-
dents. In 1998, when the museum
acquired the Abraham Lincoln Col-
lection, the computer graphics
class designed the fundraiser
brochure used for the projects.

Students participating in the Civit
War project were Sherryl Bailey,
Debra Liddy, Jeane Thomas. Erin.
Bawulski, Judy Berlinski, Sandra
Llano, Adam Missing, David Mor-
gan, Yueqi Zhang, James Auquler,
and Jason May. Dan LeBlond, presi-
dent of the Plymouth Historical
Museum, worked with Fitzgerald
and the students as a resource per-
son and technlcal advisor on the
project.

famous 15-minutes of fame pre-
diction. And ultimately, the dia-
logue created by Bourgeau is
more like a walk through a hail
of mirrors.

As an artist who has set out to
exhibit work that reflects con-
temporary sensibilities,
Bourgeau is more of a conduit
for art world trends, than an
originator.

Ultimately, he's a provocateur
and satirist who believes the
abseolute worse response to his
work is indifference.

“Significant ‘shock art’

BENEFIT THEATER PERFORMANCE

‘The Formington Players are
holding a performance of John
Steinbeck’s “Of Mice and Men™ to
benefit Capuchin Soup Kitchen &
p.m. Friday, Feb. 4.

Tickets are 350 and include a
theme dinner after the show. For
tickets, call the box office nt
{248) 553-2955.

The Capuchin Soup Kitchen
wag founded 70 years ago during
the Depression and the play is
set at that time. The Kitchen
serves chronically poor people
who fack support to overcome
their problems, and people who
have the skills and support to
survive but periodically need
help due to an unexpected crisis.

CostA RicAa.
YOU CAN REST UNDER A
RAINFOREST CANOPY AND A
SEASIDE CANOPY ON THE

engages you. It forces you to
den! with it,” said Bourgeau.
“Aesthetics is a superficial
engagement.”

Popa, whose gallery features
work with a pop-nrt sensibility,
is one of Bourgeau’s biggest aup-
porters.

He nlong with several other
gallery owners circulated a let-
ter to the media in opposition to
the DIA's closing of Bourgeou's

impassioned about art.” 4

For Bourgeau, the most. uignlf-
icant piece of 20th century art.is
Marcel Duchamp's enamel uti-
nal, What some saw as a picce ol
ename! that belonged in & men's
room, others saw as the idenl
creation of form and function. |

“If anything is art, then art
can be anything,” he said. :

But is there meaningful art?

exhibit.

“Jef is good at eliciting a
response, negative or positive,”
said Popa. "He gets people

1t ull depends.

And that is as unsettling i‘m
any of Bourgeau's provocative
work. i
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sPeCu lnfo Night Jan.

An exciting new degree:
B Bachelor of Science in
f Information Technology

' an exciting new dagroe for 3 sizzling
Icuur ficld — Lawyenoe Tech™s new
Bachelor of Science b laformation
Technology!
lawtence Tech's new BSIT will help
you apply computer technology to salving
today’s busincss problems. 1t's been

designed with advice from top emplayers Find out mors of tawrence

R of IT grads! And, where helies to eam Toch’s spacial BSIT Info Night,
your high tech degree than 81 3 university Jan. 4, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
where techonlogy and excellence are at Tolk with probs and soff,
1he vore of all we do? visit with @ mojor seployer

You'll learn by sttending classes just of graduates, and lkam
one night per week in combination with detals. You con
Intemet studies. That’s maximum conve- oven enroll for Janwory
nience! And, even better, Lawrence Tech datses. For detolls and
assists you in pursuing indusiry training rasecvations, phone

and certification. You'l! prepare for the
jab market devefoping employable skilts.

UNIVERSITY

21000 W, Tea Mile Rd.
Southfield, Ml 48075
www.ltu.edu v v s e

SAME DAY.

Pack your swimsuit and your hiking
boots. You're off to lush, tropical Costa
Rica where Travel Charter International
offers 7 and 14 day vacations at & wide
choice of beawtiful beachfront resort
hotels.

Qur resort vacations ceater in the Pacific
Northwest regjon, where long, deserted
beaches nuzzle against forested moun-
tains, steaming volcanoes and breathtaking
countryside. Here all kinds of exciting
daytrips are offered. Raft a river lined by
howler monkeys, mot mots and egrets.
Hike among geysets, craters, monkeys and
sloths. And more.

Or travel the extents o the countryside
and be swept away on a guided adventure
10 the rich biodiversity of the Costs Rican
landscape with overnight stops at fascinat-
ing lodges...and a restful Gnish at & scaside
resont.

Does Costa Rica cost a lot? Not with
Travel Chartes’s resort vacations. These air
and hotel packages range from modcrate
1o luxury and include round trip air from
Detroit, transfers and baggage handling,
hotel tax and service charges. We also
offer severa] all-inclusive vacations.

Yriion] Cherte

INTARMNATIONAL

See your Travel Agent for Complete Detafls!

| IR A~

Call for lodging information

1-800-845-2828
www.boynecountry.com

Petoskey-Harbor Springs-Boyne Country Vstors Bureau. Petoskey. Michigan
-

Up North.

Planning on skilng or
snowboarding the
Boynes or Nub's Nob?
We'll tend you a FREE
BROCHURE on the hotels,
inns and condos within 15
minutes of the slopes.
Visit our web site, or
check the brochure for more
than 25 money-saving
skiflodging packages.

Packages start at

48

Whomert pee raght Bo. Bl ort., D taa




