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Garland Resort provzdes
perfect winter weekend

BY BYLVIA ABBATE
SPECIAL WRITER

If you're going to atick around
Michigan in the winter, why not
get out and enjoy the fresh air
and beoutiful snow?

The “Gourmet Glide” at Gar-
land Resort in Lewiston, Mich.,
includes more than 40 kilome-
ters of wide, groomed ski trails.
It's a perfect weekend getaway
that combines exercise with
great food.

My husband, Joe, and I, along
with o group of friends, return to
Garland each year. Tho Gourmet
Glide is a non-competitive event
where you're encouraged to ski
at your own pace,

Qur athletic ability rangen
from the exporienced to the not-
se-experienced. Our friend, Jack
Hanika, a former ski instructor,
can zigzag his way around the
trails like o gazelie. And I
attempted the Gourmet Glide
nine months pregnant, spending
most of my day at the buffet
table. And no one acemed to
mind.

Four diamonds

Garland Resort has been
around since 1951. It is o four-
Beason recreation retreat owned
and operated by the Otto family.
A_recipient of the AAA “Four
Diamond” award, the family'a
personal touch is found inside
and out. After a day on the
traiis, we appreciate the luxuri-
ous accommodations of n cozy log
cabin or villa. Roams include all
tho extraa like a king-sized bed,
merble bath Jacuzzi and o gas
log fireplace.

QOutdoors the beauty contin-
ues. Owner Ron Otto said,
*Quality commitment to the
environment are family tradi-
tions and they will never be com-
promised.” Aside from a glimpse
of a deer, fox or wild turkey,
Garland is one of the few places
in Mirhigan where bald engles
reaide

The Gourmet Glide begmw ot
8:30 Saturday morning, Our
group meets at the main lodge
for a continental breakfast, For
those who prefer to sleep in late,
punctuality is not enforced.
We've dincovered a lack of fresh
food along the five-mile glide is
never a problem.

For the beginner, a ski instruc-
tor is always available at the
atarting line. Even if you don’t
take instruction, there nre an
many friendly people to meet

Winter feast: Cross-rountry skiiers stop for something
to eat during the Gourmet Glide at Garland Resort.

along the way, they'll be happy
to lift you off the ground and
give you a few tips.
Trailside

Aside from a sampling of pork
ronst, beef, shrimp and venison
chili, our favorite stop iz at Trout
Lake. We catch our own fish and
the chefa sauté it over a wood
fire. At this stop there is also

piping hot minestrone soup,
along with your choice of bever
oge,

As veterans of the Gourmet
Glide we go light on our plates at
the final stop. Instead we prefer
a cup of hot chocolate, coffee, o
glass of beer or wine to reminisce
about our eventful day. As the
evening aun sets behind the glis-
tening snow and blue skics, we
fulfill another tradition ot Gar-
land.

Everyone climbs aboard for the
horse drawn eloigh ride followed
with (you guessed it) dinner at
the Indge.

Visitor Information

For more information on Gar-
land Resort and special winter
nctivities, contact Garland
Resort HCR-1 Pox 364 M, Lewis-
ton, MI. 49756 or call 1-877-4

Beaut!ful

enjoying
an

evening
at Gar-

GARLAND. Also, visit their web
aight at garlandusa.com .

@ Gourmet Glide, Jan. 8, 15,
16, 22, 29. Feb. 5, 12, 13, 19, 26,
March 4, 11.

B Prime Glide (All Saturdays
except above dates),

@ Evening Glide, Feb. 4, 11,
18, 25.

M New this year...
Glide, Jan. 16, Feb, 13,

Family

Famlly events: The Garland Glide includes some non-skiing activities like family
skating.

- G'REAT ESCAPES

Great Escapes features various
teavel news items. Send news
leads, story ideas or your own
trave! adventures to Keely
Wygonik, Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, 36351 School-
craft, Livonia, Ml 48150 or fax
to (734)591-7279 or e-mail to
kwygonik@ oe. homecomm. net

SKI HOT LINE o
AAA Michigan and 'i‘rmrl Michi-
gan offer a guide to servicea at
al! of Michigan'a ski areas and it
is availnble free at all Auto Club
offices. Also, the ski phone line
will start up in December, Cail
(888) 78-GREAT (784-7326) for
dnily aki conditions. The same
number will get a free copy of
AAA's Ski Michigan booklet,
which containa a two-fur-one
coupon for mid-week skiing at

participating ski runs, In south-
enst Michigan, Alpine Valley
near Milford will use a water-
cooling tower to help make dryer
snow carlier in the senson. They
have remodeled their lodge and
will be offering Sunday night lift
ticketa at 40 percentoff for their
40th anniversary. At Pine Knob
in Clarkaton they have increased
their snowmaking capacity,
Jengthened the race hill by 26
percent, and upgraded the lodge
and cafeteria.
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shows and passea to Walt Disney
World, in addition to other vaca-
tion options.

For rescrvations and informa-
tion, call (877) 462-1984. Pro Air
re-opened its Detroit City Air-
port commercial service in July
1997, and cut existing fares on
ita routes by up to 85 percent.
The airline has a simplified fare
structure, cxtra legroom, and
one of the youngest fleets of air-
craft in the industry. They cur-
rently operate from Detroit City
Axrpor! to Atlnnm.

DC,

PRO AR DEALS
Pro Air Vaenuom offers deatina-
tion to cities

throughout the airline’s route
system. The new sarvice allowa
customers to package the pur-
chase of air travel via Pro Air
with car rentals, hotel accammo-

Chicago Midway, Indianapnlia,
Newark, New York La Guardia,
Orlando and Philadelphia. For
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additional information, call Pru
Air toll fre> at 800-4PROAIR
(800-477-6247) .
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