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Falcons in hoop final

Farmington High ren ained unde-
feated in boys basketball Tuesday
with a 60-34 win over Taylor
Kennedy in the firat round of the
Riverview Gabriel Richard holiday
tournament.

Matt Mikel scored 16 points, which
included three three-point baskets, to
lead the 4-0 Falcons.

Juatin Milus and Jeremy Mazes
added nine points apiece, Garlond
Gilchrist seven nnd C.J. Whitfield six.

Farmington led 18-8 after one quar-
ter and was shead at halRtime, 29-14.
Its lead grew to 42-23 at the end of
three periods.

“We're really playing very well,”
Farmington coach Denny Mikel said.

Farmington, which is averaging 68
points per game while allowing only
34, pleyed host Gabric! Richard in the
chempionship game Thursday night.

“One of our gonls was ta be 5-0 at
the end of the yenr,” Mikel said, “If
we can do that, I'll feel real good for
the kids, because they've worked real
hard ot it.”

Brinn Peters scored cight points
and Mike Schulte seven for Kennedy
(0-3). 'The Eagles made six of 10 free
throwa.

The Falcons, who wero 12-0f-17 at
the line, divided the rebounds among
a lot of players.

“We played everybody nnd kept a
constant rotation going, so nobody
had a chance to pile up big numbers,”
Mikel said,

Eagles edge Raiders

Detroit DePorres won the fourth
quarter and the basketball game
Tucsdny, 47-42 over North Farming-
ton in the Motor City Roundball Clas-
81c, N )

Playing at the Univeraity of
Detroit-Jesuit High School, the
Raiders misscd th - front end of five
one-and-one opportunities down the
otretch and finished 5-0f-19 shooting
free throws,

Junior Anron Squirewell made six
late free throws, was 9-0f-9 at the line
overall and led the Eagles (3.0) with
17 points.

Senior Emir Medunjanin scored 14
points to lend North (1-3). Phil Watha
added 10 and Marcus McComb six.

The Raiders battled foul trouble all
game. Medunjanin sat out most of the
firat half and senior Adrian Bridges a
large part of the sccond half.

Knights down Trojans

Junior forward Ruam Stennett
acored 17 points, grabbed 16 rebounds
and blocked three shots Wednesday
as Royal Oak Kimbaill won the conso-
lation final against Livonia
Ctaronceville at the Walled Lake
Western Tournament, 64-27.

Senior forwards Tim Hughes and
Rynn Doyle contributed 16 and 10
points, respectively, for the Knights
(4-2). Junior center Scott Wion had 10
for Clarenceville (1-4),

On Tuesday, Clarenceviile lost to
host Western, 79-39, as Johnny Engle
paced the victorious Warriors with 16
points.

Brandon Routhier and Rob Pisha
contributed 12 each for Western,
which outacored Clarenceville 47-12
in the second half ofter leading 32-27
at intermission.

Tim Shaw led Clarenceville with 12
points; Rick Burack nnd Wion each
contributed 11.

Whalers defeat Otters

Three third-period goals lifted the
Plymouth Whalers to a 4-2 win over
the visiting Erie Otters in an Ontario
Hockey League gamo Tuesday,

Andre Robichaud broke « 1-1 tic ot
2:40 in the final period, and Tomas
Kurka netted what proved ta be the
game-winneor on the power play at
8:56.

The Otters got within a goal when
Eriv's Shane Nash scored his second
onl of the game at 15:13, but George
Nistas made it a two-goai difference
for the Whalers at 18:13.

Nash put Erie on the scoreboard
less than two minutes into the game
{1:56), and the Otters lad until Justin
Williams scored the first Plymouth
gonl on a power play at 8:37 in the
second period.

Eric Cooldy assisted on all four
Whaler goals. Damian Surma, Kurka,
Stephen Morris and Nate Kiser also
were credited with assists,

Goanlkeeper Rob Zepp otopped 16
shots for Plymouth while Erie net-
mindsr Adam Munro made 24 saves.
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Mallon, Miller make list of area’s best athletes

® Brad Emons grew up in
Livonia and has worked as
an Observer sports writer
for more than two decades.
With a wealth of knowledge
regarding the area’s sports
history, he put together his
list of the top 100 athletes.

ESPN has had its
any on the century’s 50
greatest athletes.

It's good discussion
material among sports
fans, for sure.

1 can't say Sceretaris
at belongs in the top
50, but T ean't argue
with Michuel Jordan
as No. 1 over Babe
Ruth,

Sports Ilustrated
recently came out with ity top 50 sporta
fiures from cach state.

Very interesting. It scemed the per-
son or persons who campiled the Michi-
gan list tried to be politically currect.

How can you have Emmanuel Stew-
ard in there and not Chet Walker?
Eddic Futeh aver Hayes Jones? Gerald
Ford over Lofton Greene?

But, hey, it's not an exact gcience.

Like [ said, you may have more than
n few arguments with my top 100
Observerlond list.

After o week of doing rescorch, I was
banging my hend against the wall at
times.

I've made as many ealls as I could
trying to cover my tracks nnd going
through the files.

There are a few stipulations on this
I

ist.

1 locked for multi-tajented, as well ns
singularly-talented, nthletes, These
athletes had to grow up in this area or
attend a school in our coverage area.

1 only go back to 1979 for Catholic
Central, when the achool relucated
from Outer Drive in Detroit to Breok-
fast Drive in Redford.

That would exclude nthletes such as
Frank Tanana, Tom LaGarde nnd Tom
Znlingaris.

Eric Lindros, who attended Farming-
ton High for u time while playing hock-
ey for the Compuware team, is also dis-
qualified.

We also did not cover Wayne Mcemo-
rin] High School until 1985, so that
would exclude Pat Sheridan, Doug Tol-
son and Rick Rogers.

Nobody prior to 1960 is on this list.

‘Women merit consideration as high
an the men.

{ also considered what impact they
made in high achool and what they did
sfterward. Injuries cut short many a
promising carcer. .

This list, of course, is my list, not the
Observer’s, It’s a compilation of my
being here for 22 years at the Observer
and having grown up and attended
school in the area. .

Sure, I'm prejudiced in certain
respects, but let's give it the old cotlege
try.

THE TOP 50 ATHLETES

No. 1 {Mike Modano):- The 29-year-ald West-
Iander, one of the NHL's true superstars, Is the
only Qbserverland athlote (No, 28) on Sports
(ltustrated's top SO list from Michigan, He was
1ha NHL's tap draR pick In 1988 and has piayed
in two Staniey Cup fintis, 1991 with Minnesota
befere winning tho coveted Cup last yeor with
he Daltas Stars. Reprosented U.S. In the 1998
Winter Olympics In Nagnao, Jopan end was a
member of the World Cup champion U.S. team
which defoated Canada In 1996. Attended Livo-
nio Franklin KIgh School for two yeors before
playing junior hockey in Princo Albert. Also
ployed on the Franklin tennis toam,

No. 2 (Meg Mation): Farmington Hills Mercy
£rad (s one of the 1op 10 women’s golfers on
the LPGA tour. Won two majors in 1991 and is
a malnstay on U.S. squad for International com-
petition. The Chio Stato grod also played hoops
ot Mercy.

No. 3 (Werren'“Rex” Cawley): Farmington
Kigh grad won o gold medoi in the 400-meter
Int~rmedinte hurdles (49.6) st the 1964
Olymplc Games In Tokyo. Ran o 13.6 In the
110-meter hurcles, o time which stiil ranks him
fourth all-time best In the MHSAA annale.

No. 4 {Al latrata): Livonia Benticy Righ prod-
uct mado the U.S, Glymplce hockey team (1984)
as 0 16yoar-old. Ho wug & first-round pick by
the Toronta Mople Leafs, The 6-foat-3 defense-
man was on NHL All-Star with one of the
league's hordest siap shota. Also played with
St. Louis and Washington.

No. B {Shella Teormina): Standout swimmer
at Livonia Stevenson and on Ajl-America ot
Goorgis, Tonrmina won a goid modal in the
1996 Summer Qlympics in tha Atiznta Games
{4 x 200-mater frosstyls reloy} at the age of
27. How a rising atar In anathar Olympic event,
the women's tinthlon, Taormina has alrosdy
oved into the top 60 In the world ond top 10
in tho U.S. She i hoaded to both Olymplc Trinls
events In bath Sydnay and Dallas.

No. 8 {Doug Kurtls): Stevenson grad mode
hls namo aftet high school. Michigan's promice
distance runoec for years, Kurtis holds a recard

)

Pro golfer: Meg Mallon played at Ohio State and
tr money winners.

iy one of the top LPGA

Hawk grld star: John Miller spoke to the crowd
in 1990 when Harrison High retired his jerses.

Star wrestler: Mark Churella
won state and NCAA titles,

1hat may be unmatched — 70 plus mnzathons
under 2 hours, 20 minutes. Has competed In
tho most prestigious marathons in the world.
Director of the Detroit Free £ress Marathon.

No. 7 {Chris Sabo): Steady third baseman for
the Clnclnnat) Reds who played on the 1930
World Series champlonship squod which swept
Dakland. The Cathotic Central and Michigan
standout was also o standout goalie in the
Junior hockey ranks. Now on the Celebrity Golf
Tour. )

No. 8 (Barnle Carbo): 1965 Franklin High
grag wos a No. 1 pick of tho Reds {Johnay
Bench was in the second round). Hit ,315 his
rookie yeor with the Reds, earning Tapps
Natlonal League Ruokie of the Year honors,
Connected on two pinchrhit homers for Red Sox
in eplc 1975 World Serics bottle against the
Reds. Afso played for PRRisourgh ond St, Louis.

No. 8 (Dena Head); Plymouth Salem grad and
former Miss Basketball (1988} was AllAmerica
who starred at point guard on Tennessee’s
NCAA championship team {1891). Played for
Utah in the WNBA nnd has ulsa played interna-
tionally. Afso n standout saccer and track ath-
fete dunng her peep days for the Rocks.

No. 10 (Drew Mahallc): North Farminglon
quanierback les Ralders 1o mythical stale title
In 1970. Went on to ba captain at Notre Dane
und played 1n the NPL for the San Diego Charg-
ers ond Phifadeiptn Eagles as o linebacker,

No. 11 (Shawn Respert): Dishop Dorgess
guard is Michignn Stole’s afldime leading scor-
e 10 mon’s pasketball (2,531 polnts) and lirst-
tenm All-Amenica. Fustraund pick in the NBA
who had stints wilh Toronto and Dallas, now
Ploying (n 1taly. Helped Borgess rench the 1987
statn Class B8 chompionshin game.

No. 12 {Ron Egloff): Salem tight end played
at the Univorsity of Wisconsin nnd cnjoyed a
productive 10-year RFL career after being
sigried 0s a free agent. His best years wers
with the Denver Broncos followed by v short
stint with San Dirgo. Also played hoops for the

Top passer: Mill Colemar holds
the record for passing yardage.

Rocks.

No. 13 (Mike Donnally): Ployed hvgh school
hockey at Franklin, watked on ot MSU ang
enrned NCAA tournsment MVP honors as Spar.
tans won the national title 1n 1986. Signed as a
bonus baby (near $1 million) by the New York
Rangers, Also played for Butfalo, but most pro-
ductive seasons in his Syeat NHL career came
with the LA Kings where he playet along side
the Great One, Wayne Gretzky.

No. 14 (Atete Sill}: Bowler spent ber youth in
Garden Clty and Westland where she became
the LBPA's alltime leading moriey winner, the
first ever to top the $1 million mark in career
carnings. Has won maftiple tities In the Mojors.

No. 18 (Mark Churella): Farmington High
product was a threetime NCAA wrestling cham
picn pnd a third place finisher for Michigan as a
treshman. Was runner-up in the U.S. Nationals
in 1979 Olympic Trinis, but never got his
Olympic moment because of the 1980 U.S, boy-
cott. Lives in Novi where he sells insurance snd
works at Novi High as an assistant coach (for
hig two s0nSs).

No. 16 (Danlelle and Steve Hartsell): The
John Gtenn High duo won the 1999 U.S. Figure
Skoting pairs champlonship, Gaod bets to tep
resent the U.5. in the 2302 Games n Salt Lake
City. Danietle recently suffeced a setback when
she shattered her knee durtng practice and will
be out for the season.

No. 17 (Bill Fahey): Journeyman Major
League catcher wha starred at Redford Union
with big league stints with the Washington Sen.
otors. Texas Rangers oad Detroit Tigers. Played
onc senson at the University of Detroit. Alsa
conched tor the San Francisca Giants. Resides
In Texas.

No. 18 {Carol Fox): Westlond native teamed
with partner Richard Datiey 1o become ong of
the country's top ice dancing fuos. Reoresent:
cd tho U.S. in 1he 1984 Winter Games in Sara
jeva where the pair finished fifth, Multiple silver
and bronze U.S. medatist. Fox and Dalley went

Golf standout: Jason Buha was
a state champion in 1992,

to star professionally 10 the fee Capade

No. 18 (Pote Wysockl): Garden City East
geou played as u Mncbacker in the CFL ind for
the Washwnton Reds ns (under Geory
and Jack Pardee) Albd inducied inta Wi
Michigtan University's Athictic Hahl ol £ o

No, 20 (Rick Drewitz): The 6-7 Garden City
West grad led the Tigers to 1970 state Class A
semifinals where he scored 41 pomts o an 84-
79 loss ta Campy Russell ang Pontiac Central,
Scored 39 1n quarterfingh win aver Benton Har.
bor, il 20 of 25 free throws in regional win

over CC and kept GC atve wilh 48 pamts and n
1351-5¢CONd Jumiper 1n district semits it wen caer
Bentiey. Captawn of the Free Pruss All State

team. Played on SEC champonstig team as
sixth man for caach Adolph Rupg at Kentuchy.

No. 21 (KIm Archer): A womnn armong, firls
as & high schooler at Bentley. Acchr coutd da
it all — basketbai, hockey. volleybal and soft-
bal. Made AlkState i softball and basketball,
went on to play at M5U where she started at
point guard. Phiyed women's world clisks slow.
prich softball at age 15. Atade Hrst-team AN By
Ten softball in her only season with the Spar
tans (1988), hatig 328 with 83 nts Could
theow a bascball bettet than 76 mph

No. 22 (Casey Rogowskl): Nobod, had a
more productive three sport career at CC - all
stale i wiesting (twotime undefeatrut heavy
weight), foatball {two state titles) and baseball
{one state utle). The linebacker had & chance
to sign with Ceatral Michigan in footbail. but
Rogowskl chose to play hirst base with the
Chicago White Sov after being drafted in the
13th round.

No, 23 {Catrle Cunningham): The siytntly
built tefty trom Churchill Migh was a U.S. Junwor
Natioral champion and played several years on
the womon's pro 1ennis tour where she cracked
the top 40 in the world raikings. She aluo
reached tho sweet 16 of the U.E. Openstmer
lost to Monica Seles in The sentlinate of 1he

Tlease scc 0P 50, (2
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