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‘Weekend’ book shows there’s plenty to love in Ohio

—BIDOUOJOIINSOH
* BTAVT WRITEN

Mary Quinley of-!

turned her love cf ‘ravel and a

habit of keeping jour-

nals into her firat published
‘book: “62 Ohio Weekends.”

“My dad love to travel,” she
said. “A lot of my Jove for the
adventure of travel came from
him.”

The "weeckends” books are part
of a series of books from NTC/
Contemporary Publishing in

. Chicago and include titles for
Michigan, Wisconsin, Illinois,
Virginia, Florida, Texas and
New York, among others.

“I would lave liked to do

. Michigan, but it was teken,”
Quinley said,

She does recall that her dad
took the family to Ohio on vaca-
tion several times. She has been
to every weekend epot in the
book at {east once in her life, she
said. She has made a special
cffort to visit most Ohic places
during the last five years.

The Ohio weekends that are
ber favorites?

“One favorite is unusual. 1
went with my son Jonathan
(then 14, now a college student,
18) to the outskirts of Chilli-
cothe (due south of Columbus) to
see the play “Tecumseh,” about
the Shawnee leader. He was
impreesed und 80 wag 1"

From her book:

“The year is 1784, The still,
summer evening explodes with
howling, screeching voices. A
bloody skirmish near the banks
of the Ohio River takes ploce
before the hughed crowd. Fron-
tiersmen, caught in an ambush
set by the Shawnce Indiune,
scurry frantically out of sight.
As the powerful tale unfolda,
galloping horses appear from
behind the trees, tomahawkas zip
across the stage, and a canoe
ckims the surface of the man-
made pond in the background.

“The audience sensca Tecum-
sch’s pain and frustrution. The
younyg Shawnee leader longs for
peace. He simply wants the land
that was teken awuy returned to
biin pegple.”

Slippery slope: Ice climbing is one of the many outdoor
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recreational activities in the Hocking Hills area.

The play runs during summer
months; calt (740) 775-0700 for
information.

Ancther favorite of Quinley’s
is The Wilds, cast of Columbus
not far from Interstate 77 near
the small town of Cumberland.
Here, there is an impressive out-
door complex for endungered
species. The complex can be
viewed via bue wurs. Call (740)
638-5030 or check www. thewil-
ds. org on the Web.

“I also like all the little islonds
along Lake Erie like Put-In-Bay
and Kelleys, the Marbiehead
Peninsula with Jittle shops and
lighthouse.”

Another favorite is Amish
country, Amish country in Ohio
may not be as well known as
those in Pennsylvanie and
northern Indiann.

“We had a rea] Amish dinner
in Mesopotamio at an Amish
home. 1 would say that it was a

Do you have a good idea for a travel story?

Wae ure looking for storivs and
pictures nbout prople whe love to
trovel.

Have you been to any faraway
pluces?

Been to places a day's drive

from southcastern Michignn?
Had sny funny, unusual or
adventurous travel experiences?
Gone on any notable cruises or
group totrs?
If so, tell us about it by con-

tacting usvistant managing edi-
tar/ Qbserver features group
Keely Wygonik by phone at (734)
953-2105; by fax at (734) 591-
7279; by e-mail at kwygonik@
oe.homecomm.net

Charming: Covered bridges are part of the charm of
weekends in Ohio.

very special trip. The man of the
house took uv for a buggy ride
before dinner.”

Mesopotamia i a tiny village
east of Cleveland and north of
Warren.

From the book:

“(Wife Sara's) food disap-
peared as rapidly ea the natural
outdoor light slipped awany. As
darkness surrounded our inti-
mate dinner party, Lester
(Amish husband)} wandered off,
found the torch, and lit the
kerosene lamp — the house has
no electricity.”

The “slicc-of-life” travel adven-
ture is typical of the matter-of-
fact way auvthor Quinley tells us
about Chio

You have to call a non-Amish
bed and breakfaat in the village
if you'd like to eat at the Amish
home: (440) 693-4186.

Some other Ohio travel spots
to consider:

@ The whole Hocking Hilla
erea, 8 highly recommended out-
door recreation arca south of

fumbus. “There'’s hiking here
for all abilities, die-hards and
beginner” says Quinley. Plenty
of caves, rock formations and
waterfalls

B The U. S. Air Force museum
in Dayton - great for all ages.

B  Floodwall art at
Portsmouth, o city down on the

Ohio River in south-central
Ohiv,

B Toledo, especially the zoo
and the “hippoquarium,” where
you can be “nose to nose with
the hippos.”

& The Golden Lzmb restou-
rant in Lebanon, Ohio, an old
stagecoach stop. Literary
(Charles Dickens) and political
figures stayed =t the inn.
“Meals, served in one of several
Early-American inspired dining
rooms, are exceptional,” Quinley
writes,

M Ohio as the state that pro-
duced the most presidents: Both
William Henry Harrison vnd son
Benjamin Harrison lived in
North Bend; U.S. Grant wos
born in Point Pleasant; Warren
Harding conducted the “front
porch™ campaign from his home
in Marion; there is a Taft memo-
rial in Cincinnati; the Ruther-
ford B. Hayes center is in Fre-
mont; William McKinley was
born in Niles, Ohio, and lived in
Canton, Ohio.

@ Quinley is ncutral on Cleve-
laad's Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame, She notes the museutn is
great for the carly history and
background of rock and roll.
Teenagers may find it not as
contemporary as they might
imagine.

The book is organized by geo-

59

graphic regions, and the 52
chapters give you somethiry; 1o
do for every weekend. At the cnj
of each chapter are extensive
pbone numbers, addresses nnd
Web sites, where possible, for
the events and places discusscd.

The book does have one sniall
map. Anyone looking through
the book for semething to do will
want to have a good Obio mup
handy. Many weekend recoin-
mendations are s one- or two-
hour drive. Thoss trips that o
to the southern reaches of the
state may take five to six houru,

From the book:

“The third Saturday in Jan-
uary attracts throngs of hikers
to Hocking Hills State Park for
the annual Winter Hike. Unpre.
dictable January squalls often-
times produce frigid, bone-chill-
ing winds. The ranger-led vix-
mile trip weaves up, down and
through a winter parndise of
natural formed bedrock. Take a
lunch break at Cedar Folls, the
halfway marker. In extreme
cold, the 90-foct waterfsll at Ash
Cave freczes, forming an nwe-
some icicle mass,”

A quick peck at this book will
be sure to thaw some of that
anti-Buckeye State feeling gen-
erated ench year by Big Ten
footbali games.

Quinley's book s available at
B. Dalton in Westland Mall,
Barnes and Noble stores, and
Waldenbooks in Livonia. Quin-
ley will sign copies of her book
Saturday, Jan. 29, from I to 3
p.m. at the Alfred Noble Branch
of the Livoniu library, 32901
Plymouth Road, Livonia; (734)
421-6600.

The writer makes her home in
Livonia with her son and her
husband, Fred.

NTC/Contemporary Publish-
ing, is at 4255 W. Touhy Acc.,
Lincolnwood (Chicago), 11,
60712. The state’s tourism office
is very helpful: 1-800-BUCK-
EYE.

Doug Johnson is a retired
Livonia school teacher who lives
with his wife in Plymouth,
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Keop your New Year's promiss
to spond more time together.
Hilton makes it easy and
affordable 1o keep your New
Year's resolutions. With a Hilton
BounceBack Weekend? you'll
have gverything you need 1o rest
and recharge at an affordable
poce. Plus receive a free
Continental breakiast or credit
towards a full breakfast (at

Hilton Suites you'll receive a full
American breakfast and

evening beverage reception).
For reservations visit
‘www.hitton.com. Or call your
. professional travel agent,
1-800-HILTONS or one of the
Hiftons listed below.

Hitton Gerden Inn® Plymouth 734-420-0001 $78-886. Hilton Grand Rapids Airport 816-957-0100 $88.
Hitton Inn Southfield 248-357-1100 $89. Hilton Suites Auburn Hills 248-334-2222 5109-$114.

Hiton Suites Datroit Metro Airport 734-728-0200 $89. Hiton Toledo 419-381.6800 $76-888.

Hiton Windsor 513-573-5555 $C149.
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sant Weekdays | Sawmrdsys | Sundays 5 am
NEWS & INFORMATION
10 AM 10 AM
) BLUES | crassicaL
12PM VIIZIEISEI'](}Y 12PM
. CAR TALK
FOLK CELTIC
NEWS & BLUEGRASS| MUES,
&
INFORMATION | acoustic [“woms
7PM 7PM
JAZZ
10PM 10PM
MUSIC VARIETY
*A progressive mix of rock, jazz, blues, folk, electronica
and world music
SAM 5 AM

NPR & Award-Winning Local News
plus
Jazz, Rock, Folk & Blues

Tune fn for...
National Public Radio News on the Hour
Informative Interviews
Live Ju-Studio Performances

WDET-FM Detroit Public Radio
«..One of America’s Great Radio Stations

To receive a complimentary detailed program guide, call 313/577-4146 or vint www.wietfm.org




