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Civic gala

ink of planning a wedding. Now think of
E planning & wedding with just two-months
notice, That's what the two-member plan-
ning committee faced for the recent grand re-
opening galn for the Civic Theatre.

By all accounts, the gala Saturday night
was pulled off with sophistication, good timing
and aplomb. It was a success and an appropri-
ate herald for the beginning of a new era for
the Civic Theatre, now owned by the city of
Farmington.

Planning committce members Suzanne
Paul and Denise Tawyea are to be commended
for their efforts and hard work. If something
wasan't titned properly or didn't go off without
a hitch, the more than 200 guesta who filled
Legato — next to the theater — were unaware,
‘That's the mark of good, thorough planning.

Tawyea and Paul are examples of two very
busy wemen who nonethcless took time to give
back to the community by planning the event,
the preparation of which might have daunted
the rest of us.

Kudos must also go to Mike and Kelley
Nowak of Legato, who opened up their salon
for the gala. TFruly, these business owrers are
examples of community partnera who give of
their time and business for the good of the
downtown,

The success of the weckend grand re-open-
ing — which also included movies at the 1940s

Paul, Tawyea deserve kudos

#l Planning committee members
Suzanne Paul and Denise Tawyea
are to be commended for thelr
efforts and hard work.

price of 25 cents and an auction of theater
memorabilia — is a testament to the intentions
of city officials to make the theater a winner
for the community.

City officials are on the right track by reno-
vating the theater, banking on the nostalgia of
the movic house and doing it up big.

It was nppmnnnu that city council mem-
bers partici d in the ing’s
remarks, yet again showing wide support for
the Civic. The fact that Farmington Hills offi-
cials nlso were present only shows that bound-
aries have little effect on a sense of communi-
ty.

It was also a nice touch to present awards
ta Bill Clark, construction manager for the
Civic's renovationa, and to Greg Hohler, for-
mer owner of the theater.

To be a success, the Civic will need every-
one’s support. We hope the gala weckend is
Jjust the beginning of a successful future for
the historic movie house, a landmark that wnll
contirue to stand for Farmi 's
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endeavors und community spirit,

.5. Rep. John Lewis spoke at the Uni-
Mvumity of Michigan Monday as a Raoul
Wallenberg lecturer and medalist.

As a young man, Lewis was one of the cen-
tral figures in the civil rights movement of the
1960s. The san of a poor south Alabama share-
cropper, Lewis founded the Student Non-vio-
lent Coordinating Committee. Lewis felt the
bluwa from Sheriff Jim Clark's nightstick and
spent many nights in Southern jails,

Yet over time he learned to forgive his
oppressors, and he has continued to contribute
to caciety as a distinguished congressman
from Atlanta, Ga.

This coming Monday we celebrate the
courage of Juhn Lewis and his fellow “revolu-
tionaries” in the civil rights movement by
marking the birthday of Lewis’ idol and slight-
1y older mentor Martin Luther King Jr.

Many “holidays” are designated with the
best of intentions. On Memorial Day, we are
admonished to remember those who died in
battle defending the principles our country
represents. On Independence Day, we are
urged to remember those founders who chose
liberty over tyranny. On Labor Day, we are

pposed to pay h to the king per-
scn and the struggle for cconomic justice.

As we all know, Memorial Day is the first
good day to hit the beach, Independence Day
means a barbecue and fireworks, and Labor
Day is the last good day to hit the beach (no
ks more giant parades, even in this once-solid
union town). There might be some people who
get King Day off who think it's a good day to
hit the ski slopes ar catch a movie and not
think about what the day really means.

Celebration should make us think

B In [ate January, the Multicultur
al/Multiraclal Community Councll
holds its annual awards to recog-
nize people who have done thelr
part to close the gaps that tear
people apart.

own creative activity to honor the memory of
King and what he swod l'nr ln late Jununry,

Implication questioned

churding: “Mansion gets a committee of its
own” Sunday, Jan. 9, 2000.

Although I applaud the Observer’s recent
davotion to publicizing one ofFurmmgum a
moat vigible and attractive nssets, 1

minors, and is willing to fullow through to the
point of a ticket being issued. I am also curi-
ous, were the minors ticketed as well under
the current state law?
Cynthia Helisek
Farmington Hills

the implication in the above headline that the
‘Warner Mansion has been a ship without
stewardship.

The Warner home was given to the city
about 1980, and has been run by dedicated
volunteers ever since. From the early 1980s,
valunteers Dick Carvell and Nancy Leonard
have been far more than “docents” as named
in this article. The definition of a docent is
“one who conducts groups through a museum
or art gallery.”

chk and Nnncy have worked with the city

the Multicultural/M

Council holds its annual nwarda to recognize
people who have done their part to close the
gaps that tear people apart.

Livonia is holding its fifth annual Martin
Luther King Jr. Day program at Stevenson
High School. The program's sponsors, People
of Livonia Addressing Issues of Diversity
{PLAID}, have the right idea about what
should be don¢ to mark this important day.

Colin Shefficld of Livonia’s St. Edith School
aska the important question in his essay: “You
only need to turn on the evening news or pick
up a8 newspaper to see that we still can't seem
to get along. ...Why, when we have evolved so
far in arcas like technology, are we so behind
in an aren ag basic as human kindness and
compassion?”

Though we have a long way yet to go to
right wrongs and change hearts, Rep. Lewis
would offer Colin some encouragement that
wa have come a long way. He told the audi-
ence that when young blacks tell him they
don't think the ’60; nccomphshed anything

In this racially divided and often
tic metro arca, it is copecially important that
wo don't let this holidey lose its meaning. It ia
important that our communities and schools
take time to offer programs that draw our
attention to what has been accomplished and
whas still needs to be accomplished.

In the Farmington Public Schoels, individ-
ual achools and classrooms are doing their

sinea nothi d, “I say to them, let me
take you back to the Seuth in the 1940s and
'50s and then tell me things haven’t changed.”

He summed up his view of what he and his
compatriots accomplished, “We led o revolu-
tion of values, a revolution of ideas. We live in
a better country. We are a better people.”

That deserves remembrance and celcbra-
tion.

COMMUNITY VOICE

ation both as members of the histor-
ical ton and as the r ible parties
for directing the activities of the Mansion.
They have always been on call to open the
doors for photographers, wedding appoint-
ments, special tour groups and scheduled
meetings, backing each other up on vacations
and sick days, They present plans and con-
cerns to the historical commission and city
council, write manuals, handle correspon-
dence, keep track of income and outgo, oversee
the 20 or more docents, direct the acquisition
and recording of gifts, and in general run the
mansion as if it were their home. Dick has
been the guide and Nancy his able partner in
nurturing this gem to the stature it has today.
My hope is that this new committee is aware
of all the nuts and bolts necessary to continue
the accomplishments of these two and the
many other capable volunteers.
Betty R

Never happened

WE atocked our pantries, fridges, freezers,

filled up every water jug,
bought more firewood, filled our gas tanks;
braced for the “¥Y2K bug.”
With the dawning of 2000,
everything worked just the snme -
just another Happy New Yecar —
dreaded glitches never came!
Bea Scaglione
Farmington Hills

Stinky deal

'would like to take exception to Nancy Bates'
remark as reported in the Farmington
Observer recently, “I would hope the people
who are doing this will recognize the serious-
ness of their actions, and the seriousness with
which the council is taking this,” regarding
feeding ducks and geese by residents.
Following Ms, Bates' “triumph” in getting
five-year-old children liable for being ticketed
for not wearing a bicycle helmet, now she
wants to criminalize feeding birds. I don't
think Ms. Bates understands how seriously
like a control Iaak ehe is sounding.
Farmington' s Clty Counal rejected the Hel-
met Grdi

Former volunteer

Pleased to know

udos to Farmington Hills police officer

\Warthman who questioned minors with
cigarettes, which ultimately resulted in the
ticketing of a gas station clerk with a reputa-
tion for selling to minors (Thursday, Jan. 8),

1 am a taxpayer wha is pleased to know
that this officer is alert to both tho law regard-
ing minors in possession of tobacco and the
law regarding the sale of tobacco producta to

One would hope that certain members of
the Farmington Hills City Council, especially
Nancy Bates, might have better things to do
than look for ways to continuously restrict
people s freedoms by enacting absurd and dra-
conian ordinances,

It is especially lronic that Ms, Bates is con-
corned with the poilution of bird droppings,
yet she voted to buy a former landfill (Eloven
Pines). In my opinion, that deal stinks far
worse than any bird droppings.

Ronald Oliverio

ol

LA SRR

Farmington Hills .|' '

o Farmi @b
Who's your rmington Dbserver
hero?
JOANKE MALISTIWSII, COMMUMTY EDITOR, 248-477-5450, MMAISTENIGE OL NOMECOMM.KET
HUGH GALAGHIR, MAKAGING EOITOR, 734-953-2145, WRALLAGHIR O0C.NOMECOMM JIT
PEa KNOESPEL, ADVERTISING MANAGER, 734-953-2177, PKNOESPELSOE.NOMECOMM.NCY
BULAN ROSEEK, PUBUSHER, 734-953-2100, SHOSEX GOLHOMECOMM. T
BANKS DIHMON, VICE PPESIDENT/GENERAL MANAGER, 7.34-953.2252, BOMNISON @ OL HOMECOMM MY
MARK WARRDY, CIACULARION DIRECYOR, 734-953-2117, MWARRIR GOLHOMECOMM NTY
, RicK FICORELL, MARKETING DIRECTOR, 734-953-2150, RCKFOOLNCHECOMI LT
“Daddy. Because | “Mommy. “My dad boceuse | ~Steve Yzerman, BOMETOWN COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK, INC
We asked this ha's strong, he’s | Becauge she lets he plays with Ho scores a lot of - 1 -
question at the | nies ond he'a us driok hot e gostsr PHIUP POWER, CHAIRMAN 7 THE BOATD  JLANME TOWAR, YiCE PRESIDENT/ EDITORIAL  IRICWARD AGINEAR, PRESIDENT
sted hil on tunny.” chocolate.” Timothy Balkach Enk 8 oun MM' “B we publish papers, we think about :ommunily;ounmtum
Famington Erin Watkays |  Drow Watkeys |  Famington Hills r in a fund: ly different way than our bigger lves to be
Roond. Farmington Farmington mdependznt from the stories and ities they cover, ng in to write the unusual or
1 and then dashing off to cover else. We regard ourselves as both accurgte
Journaliste and as caring citizens of the communitiea where we work.”
— Philip Power
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