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Preszdentzal candidates need

'tor answer some oough questions

s dontial eandid George
. Bush, John McCain and the four
dwarves went at. it Monday night in

Grard Rapids.

‘THe event kicked off in earnest the presiden-
tial frimary season in Michigan. Republicans
vote Feb, 22 in a primary election, while the
Demberats gather in eancuses on March 11.

Presented with the opportunity to cover &
big-time natlonal story, the Mich:gan news
modm fell alt over themselves in trying to out do
!.\wu' national brethren in pontificating about
the blg questions, Can the charismatic insur-
gent McCain overcome all Bush's money and
inatitutional support from Gov. John Engler on
down? Can Bush take a punch? s Bush smart
enough to know he’s been hit? 1s Michigan real-
ly a Srewall for Bush in the event he loses the
primary in New Hompshire?

'd add one. 1s a1l we are doing merely rear-

ranging the deck chairs on the Titanic?

Laok at it thn way. We are plop in the middlc
of thé g t surge of 1 change

" sincq tho Industrial Revolution hit England in

the 18th Century, The Internet ie & present

realxly, and t.he enormnus range and scope of
future from the appli
tion of information technology are sure to bring
ﬁmdpmental changes to our eatire society. from
business to politics, from government to person-
sl relations.

Yédt are these the questions the news media

. -, poseand the candidates debate? Perish the

thought! Instend the political system contents

itself with petty arguments about piddling sub-
. Jocta Taxes (to cut or not ts cut), subsidies to

ethagol (of i only to lowa fi ), abor-

tion X:hich is on the way down, anyway), family

valuéa (everybody, including Hillary, is running
nwnj from Clinton) and so on.

Gieat political leaders have always had the
capmuty to lock over the horizon and to focus
ntwnuon on the big issues that might not be so
uppurent at the time but which eventually
shake the roots of societies. Ronald Reagan con-
centgated on Russia and the Cold War. Franklin
Roosgvelt reconstructed America in th. wake of
the Depression. Winston Churchill early saw
the danger of Hitler.

1 beheve the next decade is going to be as rev-
oluhpnary and creative as any period in Ameri-
can Hiatory

Andl think a presidential campaign that
|gno£es these issues is a sad and wasteful exer-
cise in futility.

Hére nre just a few questions M:chlgnn vot-
ers mght want to raise in town meetings with
prcﬂ@cntml candidates.

Tyxes. E-commerce was the big winner this
Christmas scason. Most sales over the Internet
are rjot taxed. But most states and some cities
rely 4n some form of snles tax. What's going to
happen when governors and mayors discover
thein tax base is being loat to untaxed Internet
nomx%mrcu? A national sales tax, almost certain-

ly. This, in turn, will provoke a complete reset-
ting of tha relations between cities, states and
the federal government.

Safety net. Certainly, saving Social Security
is important, but in the age of the Internet,
access to information technology is going to be
as fundamental & need as a fixed income on
retirement. Should everybody be guaranteed
access to the Web as a right, juat like Soeinl
Security?

Ed The basic technologiea of teachi
and learning — lectures, note taking and read-
ing — are nll survivals of the Middle Ages. The
Internet and information technology are open-
ing the door for fundamental rethicking of the
ways children and adults learn. We have yot to
atart talking about the conseqguiences for our
entire system of education.

Government. A persistent problem in late
20th Century advanced countries is the ineffi-
ciency of governments in delivering services to
taxpayers, coupled with confusion about the
proper responaibilities of our three-layered
{local, state and federal) system of government.

‘Why stand in line for hours to get your
license renewed when you can/get it done in sec-
onds on the Internet? '

‘Why rush to file your income tax return at
midnight on April 15 when you can file instan-
taneously on the Web?

Politics. Citizens are increagingly cynical
about the political system; voter turnout is low
and getting lower Certainly, there is room for
debate about the ways special interest money
infests our politics, But could information tech-
nology sweep aside the secret deals and revital-
ize citizen involvement in the political process?
Or will the Internet mevely open the door for a
scary sort of -obocracy?

1 doubt well scripted sound bites or carefully
programmed candidates will be able to handle
these and other simitarly far-reaching quas-
tions.

But they desperately need to be asked.

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Com-
munications Network Inc., the company that
owns this newspaper. He welcomes your com-
ments, either by vaice mail at (734) 953-2047,
Ext. 1880, ar by e-mail at
ppower@homecomm.net

If you think your life choices are limited,

T

William Tyndale College makes saming your bachelor's in business
administration a viable option -+
And through our accolerated degreo program, you can complete your

aven if you're a working professionall

bachelor'a degrao in as littte as 19 months.

William Tyndsle Cotlege is currantly enrolling students for our next

sossion. Classas are scheduled to begln Fobruary 26th in Datroit, and
February 28th In Farmington Hilts. For more information, attend our

Open Houss Information Sesslon on Seturday, January 22nd at
10 n.m. or on Tussday, January 25th at 6 p.m. at our Farmington
Hills Compus. Call Jan Crain at 1-800-483-0707 to reserve your
seat for this information sesaion nowl

groups, with no cbolce M <

omar. Now, we can'. cduboflaw.
cars 'we drive on an eight-  As Mayor Nancy Bates paim-ad mt. 'Aﬂ
r n(mnhhour the education in the world won't help lf
"most basic truth about you have uncooperative citizens,™
ll they're designed to.~ Maybe thn new bird feedmgadmnn i

80,000 people with- ridi rese-

varytug degrees of tionery — al.l words used to deseriba it at
Monday night’s hearing. But it’s also nee-
ATy and that'e Siuly unfortunabe. : < -n o .

New York Governor Georgo Pataki’ sai

it best: “When government takes responsi-
bility for peopie, then people no longer
take responsibility for themselves.”

Joni Hubred is a Farmington Observer
ataff writer who covers the Farmington
Hills City Council.

’ teatimony Monday mght gave
me the inipregsion that's just not going to
. happen any time soon,
One yaunx; woman testified that the
president in her neighborh

hood

LAY IT AGAIN
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