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County’s donation to state
is on the climb once again

BY MIKE MALOTT
HOMEZTOWH NE#3 BEIVICE
t

B STATE NEWS

Every man, woman and child
living in Oakland County
donstes more than $700 a year
to residents who live elsewhere
in Michigan, according to the lat-
cut figures availnble.

Actually, the figure iz likely to
be higher today — $715 was
amount donated per capita in
1997, And it has been climbing.
In 1995.96, it was $531; in 1994-
95, $310.

Oakland County's per capita
danation to the State of Michi-
gon wan at its highest in 1983-
94, $963, but despite a dip the
following year, the figure is
climbing again, according to fig-
urce compiled recently by the
Department of Management and
Budget and Senate Fiscnl Agen-

cy.

“It’'s alarming,” said Sen.
Shirley Johnson {R-Royal Oak).
“We recognize because of Oak-
land County's size, we have to
subsidize the state to some
degree, and we are very willing
to do 60, but it fets to the point it
ia rather absurd.”

Tempers flared last year dur-
ing the state's legislative budget
setling procuas over the degree of
Oakland County’s donation.
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Among thosc most vocally criti-
cal of the disparity were Oank-
land County Executive L. Brooks
Patterson and Rep. Bob Gosselin
(R-Troy).

But many lawmakers, includ-
ing those in the Qakland County
delegation, believed the figures
offered for the amount of the
donation were incorrect and the
state agencies wers asked to pro-
vide corrected numbers,

The agencies concluded Ook-
fand County has ulinost 12 per-
cent of the state’s population,
ranking it ns the second largest
county in Michigan. Adjusted
grosa incomes are high here,
$54,633 as of 1596, compared to
the state average for incomes of
$42,260. That makes Oakland
County's incomes the highest in
the state.

Nonctheless, when it comes to
contributions to state revenue,
taxes from Oakland County resi-
denta mude up 19.26 percent of
the state budget and they got
buck only 8.16 percent of state
expenditurey, according to the
two fiscul agencies.

Per person, Oakland residents
sent off to Lonsing $2,731 and
pot back in services only $2,016
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in the last year for which all the
numbers are availuble, 1897,

Brian O’Connell, aide to Sen.
Johneon, said the leadership in
Lansing is typically unsympn-
thetic, and reacta to such com-
plaints as if Oakland residente
are “spoiled.”

‘When the Oakland delegation
sceks increased spending, they
are typically “outflanked” by
lawmakers from other arens, and
infighting nmong county law-
makers when it comes to appro-
priations has left them will little
sway to on this issuc in the bud-
geting process.

Johnson said she plans to take
the information to senate leaders
thia year as the budget process
begins.

Representatives have elicited
promises from House leadership
and the governor's office o
review the concerns in the com-
ing budget rewrite.

House Appropriations Chair
Terry Geiger (R-Lake Odessn)
has indeed agreed to discuss the
matter with Oakland Iawmak-
ers, But he says ho'd prefer to
tali about specific needs. Roads
in Ouakland County need more
maney, he agreed, us do Oaklnnd
uchools.
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features include: Available 5.0L OHY V-8 engine
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