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Shamrocks entertain rival Trojans in big game

This is one of the

woeks on the Detroit Cathelic
Central hockey scheduls,

‘The Shamrocks have two chal.
lenges agoinst perennial stato
powers, including an 8 p.m, Sat-
urday face-off egainst rival Tren-
ton at Redford Arena

A big crowd is expected for the
game between the two state pow-
erhouses.

“A lot will miss a good game if
it’s not (sold out),” CC coach
Gordia 8t. John said,

+ €C also was scheduled to play
ot Bloomfield Hills Cranbrook, a
traditionally strong team in
Class B-C-D, on Wednesday,
ending n two-weck layoff.

The Shamrocks, 8-1 overall,
had been idle since Dec. 29 when
they won the championship
game of a two-day tournament in
Milwaukee, Wis.

i EO—————

What was supposed to be a 10-
day layoff betwoen games turned
into 14 dzys when St. Thomas
Aquinas in Ontario canceled a
vinit last Saturday for o game at
Redford Arens,

The Shamrocka have picked up
a game in place of that one,
scheduling the Ice Dogs, a Triple
A team, on Soiurday, Jan. 22.

Trenton was the only team to
beat CC lnst year. The other
meeting ended in a tie but it was
remembered more for the fact
that o Trenton player nearly loel
his life after being slashed in the
neck accidentaliy by a skate.

The game was called with the
score tied and not resumed.

CC coach Gordie 8t. John, who
missed several practices last

week because of the flu, knowa
full well what these two games
mean to the Shamrocks,

“It's going to be intense,” St.
John said. *We had a layoff and
that always hurts you. I'm wor-
ried about Wednesday in partic-
ulnr because you don't want peo-
ple looking ahead to Trenton.

*We've hail a history of playing
tremendously competitive games
against Trenton. They've got to
Ye good, ranked third or fourth
in the state.”

Trenton is led by defenseman
Andy Greene, one of the best
players in the state regardless of
class or position,

“Hc's a real player,” St. John
said. “You've always got to know
where he is. He's certainly one of
the beat.”

After juggling nis lines most of
the season, St. John likes the

Whalers make it 7 wins in row

‘The Belleville Bulls got o goal
with 18 seconds left in the sec-
ond period and ndded a second
just 6:20 into the third — but by
then, it was already too little, too
Inte.

The Plymouth Whalers roarcd
to their seventh-atraight win by
scoring threo first-period goals
and adding another in the sec-
ond en route to a 4-2 triumph
over the Bulls Saturday at Ply-
mouth’s Campuware Arena,

Defenseman Shoun Fisher,
named the game's No. 1 star,
and teammates Justio Williams
and George Nistas cach account-
ed for a goal and an asaist, and
goalic Rob Zepp turned away 26
of 28 shots for Plymouth,

The Whalera improved to 23
14-3 and moved into a tie for sec-
ond place with the Windsor Spit-
fires inthe Ontario Hockey
League's West Division: both
teams have 50 points (the Spit-
fires have played two fewer
games, however). Belleville in
22-14-1.

Damian Surma got Plymouth
going, ecoring at the 6:29 mark
of the first period, with assists
from Williams and Fisher. Fish-
er made it 2-0 at 14:14 of the
first period, Nistas and Eric
Gooldy assisting.

] HOCKEY

Nistas' power-play goal at the
18:07 juncture of the first
increased the Whalere' lead to 3-
0; Gooldy got his second assist of
the game, with Tomas Kurka
also assisting.

Williams unansisted short-
handed gonl at 3:16 of the second
period made it 4-0 for Plymouth.
The Bulls narrowed the margin
with a goal from Randy Rowe
late in the second and another
by Kyle Wellwood early in the
third, but they could get no clos-
er.

Corey Batten made 30 saves in
the game for Belleville,

Last Friday at London,
defense ruled and Plymouth’s
defense proved more dominant
ns the Whalere blanked the Lon.
«lon Knights, 2-0.

Top scorers from both teams
were held pointless, but Ply-
mouth had some others step up
wlen needed. Rob McBride got
his third goal of the season (and
second in as many games), chas-
ing down a puck sent into the
corner in London's end of the ice
by Jumes Rameay.

McBride then cut in front of
the Knights' goal and lifted a

backhander over the glove of
goalie Gene Chirrelto.

It would be the only geal
Whalers' goalie Bill Ruggiero
would need, as he recorded his
first-ever OHL shutout against
the team he once played for.
Ruggicro had 21 saves.

Jomie Lalonde udded some
insurance when he pounced on a
Knights’ turnover in front of
their net nnd wriated a shot past
Chiarello. Chiarello stopped 32
of 34 Whaler shots.

London was 10-21-5
the weekend.
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AMBASSADORS GET FIVE STARS: Five
members of the Compuware Ambas-
sadars — four of them starters — wll
be on the ice for the North American
Hockey League's 2000 All-Star Game,
which wiil be at 7 p.m. Jan. 22 i Gene-
va, lll.

A sixth member of the Ambassadors,
cooch Mike Vellucel, will scrve as an
assistant to the East team’s head
coach, Joe Shawhan of the S00 Kewadin
Casino Indians.

Forward Michael Smilh, defenseman
Andy Bumes and goalie Craig Kowalskl
wili stert for the East squad. Also on the
Epst teem are Compuware forwards
Steve Swistak and Alex Sawruk.

Teams werg selccled by a vote of the
coaches wilhin thelr respective divi-
slons. Coachifs were not dllowed ta vote
101 their own players,
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i you have merchandise
to seII for under $500,

“for

That’s right! Right now, with this special offer, you
pay only $19.97 to sell your used furniture, appliances,
sporting goods, bikes—anything you no longer use.

HERE'S ALL YOU HAVE TO DO:
1. Describe your item in 3 lines. Remember, items must total less than
$500 (asking price must appear in your ad).

2. Run your ad for 2 days—Sunday/Thursday or Thursday/Sunday

3. Your cost? 1 low price of just $19.97. Your savings? A big 55%!
You could say our 3-2-1 plan

is as easy as
1-2-3!
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combination he's found on his
top twe with Dave Moss, Brett
John and Jim Splewnk occupy-
ing one and Brion Williams,
Brundon Kuleniecki and Joe
Moreau the other.

Tiiere nre no nassursnces
they'll remain the sume, howev.
er, he said.

“We keep moving them around
and it's good for the kids to learn
to play with cach other,” he said.
“We tweak it when kids get com-
placent and bring in someone
elise, It keeps them sharp.”

Williama leads the Shamrocks
with 18 pointa (cight gonls and
10 nasista) and Kaleniecki has 14
pointa (eight goals, six assists).
Morcau (six goals, seven assists)
and Moss (six goanls, seven
nssists) are tied for third on the
team with 13 pointa each. Senior
goaltender Ben Dunne has a

goals ngainst average of 0.903.

*I like our work ethic,” 5t
John snid. <J don’t like the fact
we've had as long a layoff as
we've had. It wouldn't have been
bad if we hadn’t lost the one
game to St. Thomes canceling on
us, I could have gotten alony
with that. Right now these boys
are tearing cuch other apurt in
practice. They're frustrated not
having played games, whacking
cach other. We want to make
sure they don't get hurt.”

The Shamrocks still aren’t at
full strength. Junior defenseman
Derek Genrich is out at least
another month with an ankle
injury, junior forward Ryan
Lasecki is out for the season
with a chest injury and fresh-
man forward Eric Gioss remains
out with a hand injury.

Junior defenseman Sean Gen-

nch is playi pite a sore

foot. The Sha is are hoping
for the return this week of fresh-

man Andrew Eggert, who missed

the Milwaukee tournament with

a groin injury.

“We've been hammered with
injuries,” St. John said. -
Compuware Arena msy br
available with Birmingham
Brother Riee no longer playing D
there but St. John said th
Shamrocks are happy at Red.

ford.

“We're pretty foyal to Redford
und they've been loyal to us,” St.
John said. *It's nice to be part o
the community the school is in. -
Bill McSween (Redford Unified”
assistant coach who helps run
Redford Arena) has been very..
cooperative. He's a hockey guy,
I've known him 2 long time and.:
we get along very well together’™
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Saturday, January 29 | Cobo Arena | 12 noon - 5 pm

Be there! Come meet Juan Gonzalez and other members of the Detroit Tigers
at TigerFest 2000 — an action-packed baseball festival for the entire family!

SCHEDULED TO PARTICIPATE*
Dave Borkowski, Robert Fick, Dave Mlicki,
Jeff Weaver, Brad Ausmus, Doug Brocail,
Juan Gonzalez, Brian Moehler, and more.

“Subject 1o thange

" FEATURI

« Autograph Sessions

= Baseball Seminar and Clinic

« Player Photo Sessions

« National Anthem Auditions (noos - 2pm)

« Kids Activity Area

« Comerica Park Experience

* Plus, much more

Tickets just $5

Available at the Joe Lours Arena Box Office, or call

248-25-TIGER

Tigerfest
2000




