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Jawish Ensemble Theatre pro-
sents the "Prisener of Second
Avenue” through Sunday, Jan. 23 in
the Aaron DeRoy Theatre, lower
lavel of Jewish Community Center,
6600 W. Maple Road at Drake,
West Bloomfield. Performances
7:30 p.m. Wednesday-Thursday and
Sundoy: 8 p.m. Scturday, and 2
p.m. Sunday and Wednasdsy, Tick-
ols $15-825, call (248) 788-2900.

By JON Katz,
SPECIAL WIITER

Melvin Edison is a 47-year-old
throw rug ready to unravel,
Burned out at work and
bumnmed out at home, he comes
apart at the seams the way only
a Neil Simon can orcheatrate it,
As 8 local production, “Prisoner
of Second Avenue" ig played out
ns only the Jewish Ensemble
Theatre can play it.

There is n dearth of area
actors who are the right nge for
“Prinroner” and who can speal
Simon lines, panuse Simon pausss
and loak Simon looks. JET does-
n't have this problem. It brings
out the best local talent or it
brings them in. With “Prisoner”
they did both.

On a sweltering summer night
in Manhattan, the hoat rises
from the strect fourteen floora
below. So does the stench of
garbage. Doge are barking,
neighbors are partying, the air
conditioner keeps blasting nnd
tho tailet keeps running. Such is
the stuff of which New York ner-
vous breakdowns are made. For
Mel (John SicLert), the clock ia
most definitely ticking.

“(We) live like some kind of n
caged animal in n Second
Avenue zoo,” he moans to his
patient wife. When sho suggesta
an analyst, he answers, “I'm dig-
appearing, Edna. 1 don't need
analysts; 1 need Lost and
Found.” After being fired he con-
cludes, “miracles don’t happen
when you're 47. When Moses saw
the burning bush, he must've
been 23, 24 the most,”

Siebert captures that Enst
Coast kvetching rhythm wonder-
fully, although a bit too fast at
times. Michigan native Roxanne
Wellington was brought in from
New York to play Edna, and
brings off the role-reversal very
nicely. Forced to go buck to work,
Edna dutifully hurrics home to
make Mel lunch while he grows

more paranoid about “The Plot™
thot only people stuck home lis-
tening to radio cnll-in shows
know about. Wetch as he cau-
tiously unscrows the phone to
check for bugs.

After the breakdown, Mel's
successful older brother and
thres daffy sisters arrive to help
out, Brother Harry suggests they
oach chip in X dollars for doctor
billa. “Is it a big X or a little x,”
they first need to know,

There aren’t three more per-
fect actresses in town for these
roles than JET's Artistic Director
Evelyn Orbach, Henrictta Her-
melin Weinberg and Rochelle
Rosenthal. They look like they've
already lived through cvery
word. However, they also give us
unscripted businesw (cutting an
apple, fussing with sofa pillows)
that comes across more like one-
upmanship than something to
do. As Harry, Fred Buchalter
competently deals with the crisis
of MeV's illneas and the burden of
having thaee three ow sisters,

Director Mary Bremer miases
the mark only twice, When the
aiblings come to call, Mel shows
too little of the cffects of the
sedatives he's on (note to Edna:

Learn about ‘The making of a Steinway’

PRNewswire - Miles Chapin, o
fifth gencration descendant of
Henry Englehart Steinway,
founder of Steinway & Sons, will
appear at local Hammell Music
locations on Saturday, Jan. 16 to
present “88-Keyas: The Making of
n Steinway”

Chapin's presentation will
combine aspecte of the family's
history with facts about the
design and manufacturing of
Steinway pianos.

Two lectures have been sched-
uled. Chapin will apeak at Ham-
mell Musics Livonia location at
15630 Middlebelt, North of &
Mile roud at 11 a.m. The pro-
gram will be repeated at Ham-

intl f kings and

mell Music in Bloomficld Hills,
4110 Telegraph, South of Long
Lake Road, at 2 p.m.

There is no admission charge,
however seating for both lectures
is limited. Phone reservations
are being accepted by Hammelt
Music at (800) 742-4544.

Chaopin, who resides in New
York City, is an nccomplished
actor with many television
appearances and mare than
eighteen motion pictures to his
credit. His hardcover book, from
which the lecture is drawn, was
released in lote 1997 and is cur-
rently in its fifth printing.
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On February 5 Cranbrook Institute of Science opens a new traveling
exhibit, Take My Picture, Please: A Festival of Cultural Snapshots, and
the most important part of the exhibit is YOU.
Toke My Picture, Picase explores our many reasons for taking plctures: preserving mematies, recording important

moments, creating an a(d 10 sharing an experience and sometimes, just for the fun of It. The desire 10 preserve images
1s anclent; witness the face of a Pharach adoming an Egyptian tamb, a Roman coin with Caesar's noble profils and the

The

35mm camera (adutt).

Name

taking easy. ;Nnrdnalmnn unlversal.

‘We want a photograph of you, a loved one, yout pet, 3 special moment in your life -birthday, wedding, graduation,
hollday celebration, in your home, at schoot, at work-for our Snapshot Gallery.

Please complete this form and enclose with your photo:

Ve wanl you to el us why yoo tiosé this phislo-and what niakes W special toyou. .

Selected photos and descriptions will become part of the Snapshot Gallery In Toke My Picture, Please and when you
Vislt the exhiblt you can 1ok in on the tives of your fellow contributors, as well.

‘When we receive yout photo, you'lf be entered to win a Minox CD-70 3smm camera {child) or a Konlca Z-up 140 Super

and efficlent camesas of oday have made picture

television series moy recotl an
episode in which Chapin
appeared to discuss the process
of rebuilding Stewart's 1920s
Steinway player grand.

A classic American success
story, the saga of the Steinways
and their flagship product is
sure to please music lovers, his-
tory bufls and anyone who cares
about elegant engineering and
design. Crafted by hand in Long
Island City (NY), the Steinway
stands nlone at the pinnacle of
the piono-makers art. Made up
of over 12,000 parts, the Stein-
way grand piano has rightly
been called “the most complicat-
ed piece of machinery made by
hand in the world today.”

Do, yous aasn whd not be uted  the a0

Address.

City, State, Zip.

Clrcle one  Adult Child

Mak to:

Snapshol Galiery » Cranbrook Institule of Sclence
P.O. Box Bos * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48303.0801
Ploase note, photos cannot be returned.
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1223 N. Woodwend Avenue s Bloomiield N, M) 4%103.0851
7S

it's pronounced “VAL~ee-um,” not
“VAL-yoom"). In the final scene,
with the breakdown behind him,

he should be n somewhat kinder
and gentler Mcl as a contrast to
Edna's now being the breadwin-

On stage:
John Scib-

ag Pauline,
Evelyn
Orbach as
Jessie, and

Fred

% Buchalter

§ as Harry in
*The Pris-

ner. By returning him totally to
his old self, the last gag loses its
impact.
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ICE SPECTAGULAR NEW CERTURY SWEEPSTAKES
ENTER TO WIN
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Entor by filling out this form and bnng it to the Lipton/Buick Century booth a the Plymouth International ice
Sculpture Spectacular January 12 - 17, or autematically by using your Bonus Savings Club Card at
Farmer Jack 1/3/2000 - 1/23/2000.
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No purchase nacessary. need not be present to win, void where prohibited, must bo 18 yrs old to win,
Official rules posted at the Plymouth tce Spectacular, and Farmer Jack stores. Cortes! ends January 30, 2000.
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