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‘The Hurricane’ will win over

BY RoB THOMAS
AS30CIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES - Ths fictional
Rocky Balboan l'aund his vindica-
tion in the ring. The real-life
boxer Rubin “Hurricane” Carter
achicved his in the courts after
20 ngonizing years, and he hnd
to do it fram priaon.

Norman Jewison's “The Hurri-
canc” bears little resemblance to
“Rocky” except that the protago-
nists of both are prizefighters
facing long odds, “Rocky” was a
heartwarming tale of an
unknown who makes an unlikely
climb to become champion. *The
Hurricane” tells of a contender
whose career ia cnded when he ia
snared in a legal trap of revenge

and bigotry.

Rubin Carter, whose slashing
atyle earned him the name Hur-
ricane, scemed destined for the
middleweight title in the early
1960s. Then in 1966, he and a
fan weore arrested and charged
with the shooting of three people
in a New Jersey bar. Tho sole
evidence was the testimony of an
ex-con who claimed to have seen
the pair fleeing from the bar
with guna.

Even though they had been
exonerated by the police and n
grand jury, Carter and the fan
werc convicted and given three
life scntences. After yearu of try-
ing to prove his innocence,
Carter was aided by an Ameri-
can youth and Canndian socinl

ucti&/ists They helped win his
< ~ado

Obvicusly this ia first-class
film material. The wonder is why
it took so long to reach the
screen.

“The Hurricane” traces
Cartaer’s life from hia early days,
when he fights a pedophile who
preys on slum kide. A bigoted cop
named Della Pesca (Dan
Hedayn) accuses Rubin (Mitchell
Taylor Jr.) of attacking a pillar of
the community, and the boy is
sentenced to a juvenile detention
prison.

As an adult, Carter (Denzel
‘Washington) transfers his anger
into boxing, and his ferocity wins
him victories and the adulation
of the crowd. But at the peak of

his career, he ie again hounded
by Pesca, the relentless Javert to
Carter’s Jean Valjean. The detec-
tive falsifies ovidenco and Carter
is convicted.

Carter remains aloof from the
other prisoncrs, sleeping by day
and educating himself by night.
His efforts for justice fail, even
aftor his book, “The Sixteenth
Round,” is published. Pleas from
Bob Dylan — who championed
Carter in a song he wrote ~and
Muhammad Ali fail to sway the
courts.

An underprivileged city boy
(Vicellous Reon Shannon) living
in Toronto is inspired by the
book and he makes contact with
the prisoncr. He also induces his
three Canadian mentors (John
Hannah, Deborah Kara Unger
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Flight of his life: Rubin “Hurricane Carter” (Denzel
Washmglon) is a boxer sentenced for a crime he didn’t

cane.”

Armyan Bernstein and Dan
Gordon wrote the script, which
waos baged on Carter's bock and
“Lazarus and the Hurricane” by
Sam Chaiton and Terry Swinten.

The Universal Pictures relcose
was produced by Jewison,
Armyan Bernstoin and John
Ketcham. Running time is 140
minutes,

COMING ATTRACTIONS

meat shut it down. Stars Hank Azaria,
Ruben Blades, john and Joon Cussck.

DOWN 10 YoU

A romantic comegy set smong college
students in New York City, Directed by
Kris Isaacson. Stars Freddie Prinzo Jr.
Secima Blair and Henry Winkler,

PLAY IT TO THE BONE

This ofoeat adventure centers on 1wo
friends who journey to Las Vegas in
nopes of resursecting their foiling boxing
coreets, only to end up in a battle for
the balt. Stars Woody Harrelson and
Antonio Banderas.
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THINGS YOU CAN JUST TELL 8Y...
Drama takes o behindthe scenos look
st aspects of peoplo’s lives you can't
sea by lookIng at them. Stars Glenn
Close, Calista Flockhart, Holly Hunter.
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and Liev Schreiber) to help
uncover evidence that would free
Carter.
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