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My earliost
memory of
music in my lifs
is a hard one to
admit to. As o
littlo girl, [ grew
up watching Tho
Monkees on
television, Davy,
Mickey, Mike
and Peter ran
around singing
songs and get-
ting into mischief, and 1 didn"
want to miss a minute of it —
evon if the show was already in
Te-runs..

When my family moved from
our home in northern Indiana to
Rochester, Mich., [ couldn’t have
been older than 5. I vividly
romember asking my mom if
“The Monkees™ would be on TV
at our new house. That was the
one thing I wanted to take with
me.

1t secms Jeff Franchi shared n
similnr experience. I aidn't ask
the guitnrist whether his
favorite Monkee was Davy Jones,
but I did asx him for his carlicat
musical memory. And watching
“The Monkees” was it.

Franchi, guitarist and vocalist
for The Turnarounds — n Woyne
County-based blucs band —
grew up surrounded by music.
His father played the accordion,
and his older brothers played in
rock bands who often practiced
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in the basoment of the family's
Farmington home. Franchi
remembers setting up his toy
drum set in the basement and
playing along with the band
when he was a little boy, It was a
big deal when his brother let
him sit behind The Real drum
sot. He played porcussion for
years, throughout his time at
Farmington High School, but
alsc took up the guitar, which
he's now beon playing for 20
yoars,

“There wns always music
around,” he said. *It was nlmost
like I didn’t have a choice.”

Almost three years ago,
Franchi made a choice. He joined
four other musicians who share
his passion for bluea and formed
a band — The Turnarounds.
Aflter one year of recording on
and off at Circle Sky in Farming-
ton and The Loft in Saline, the
band is ready to rclease its first
CD, titled “Are You Ready.” In 15
tracks, The Turnarounds com-
bined catchy originals with cov-
crs like Stevie Wonder's “Super-
stitious.”

Initiaily called The Blues
Shakers, the band consists of
Franchi, guitarist Todd Best, a
former Wentland resident who
attended Livonia Franklin High
School, basaist and lend vocalist
David Gondoly, o former Canton
resident, and drummer Bill Hen-
riksan, a Redford resident and

STAY TURNED...

Look out Jenny Jones. The
tatk show maven has taken n lik-
ing to the musical stylings of
Kalamazoo's Knee Deep Shag.

The band will return to the
~Jenny Jones” show on Tuesday,
Jan. 18, The topic is “prove your
talent.”

CD REVIEW

Methods of Mayhem

Methods of Mayitem

MCA Records

Na doubt shocking oid fans,
former Motley Crue drummer
Tommy Lee has assembled hip-
hop heavyweights like Snoop
Dogg and Lil Kim to help out on
the seli-titled debut record by his
rap-metal band, Meth.ods of May-
hem,

Give Lee credit for that,
because the D-O double-G and
the Queen Bee ndd spice and
credibility to what could have
amounted to a rip off of Limp
Bizkit, Korn or any other rap-
metal band of the moment.

Lil Kim heats up the track
“Get Na%ed” with her typically
trashy taik and, along with
guests Fred Durst, George Clin-
ton and Mix Master Mike, helped
Lee find his way to alt-rock
radio, The carnest delivery and
bludgeoning beats make it ensy
to forgive the disposable lyrics.
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Snoop Dogg rescues “Who The
Hell Cares,” while Kid Rock
boosts “New Skin.” Surprisingly,
Methods of Mayhem manage to
capture Roni Size's drum ‘n’ basg
- without his help — on the
clnsing cut, “Spun.”

The lesson here ia that Meth-
ods of Mayhem have released an
acceptable record because they
brought in the right people and
made their rip-off of others’
music sound somehow fresh.

Even so, the lyrics here are to
be mostly avoided. Tammy Lee
fires off like sume angry juvenile
ot newa reporters, police officers
and others who have, it seems,
conspired to make his life miser-
able.

On “Narcotic,” the lyrics reach
a new low with “Forget nbout
rehab. Give me more.”

More what? Talent?

— BY DARRELL CLEM
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Redford Union High School grad-
uate. To avoid confusion with
other bands in the area, they
changed the name to The
Turnarounds,

Franchi and Best are co-work-
ers at Jao's Music in Livonia,
where they both play guitar.
Best, who grew up listening to
his brother's ACDC records, also
acquired an affinity for playing
music at an early age, He
remembered making a cut-out of
n guitar in third grade. He and
hie friends uscd it at a lip-sync
performance of Pink Floyd's “The
Wall” at achool. Since that early
stage experience, Beat has grown
used to performing. He met Gon-
doly while studying. music at
Wayne State University. And
Best knew Henrikcon from work-
ing with him in other bands over
the past decade. They all came
together to form  The
Turnarounds.

“We're just ¢ bunch of friends
playing music together,” snid
Beat, who admits he's always
been interested in bluea music,
“It'a really oxpressive.”

Franchi agreed. “One of the
reasons (the blues) attracted me
is the fact that you can impro-
vise. I don't like playing Top 40,
being u human jukebox.” He gets
bored playing songs the same
way. With blues, the music is
open to ever-changing interpre-
totion.
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Both Franchi and Best ngreed
the best music derived from life
experiences and true emotions.
While the band performs regu-
larly, and can be seen at places
like Lowertown Grill in Ply-
mouth, Franchi said live music
in the Metro area ien't as casy to
find ns it uged to be, Beat agreed
that more bars-and clubs rely on
LJs for entertainment, which
makes it hard to find places to

erform.

“If you do Top 40, you get more
work,” Franchi added. *I'm per-
gonally willing to put up with

SHOWCASE Y

[ S1aR RocwesTEn Angs |

T RIVER.

WINONA RYDER

S

r‘ e

GIRL, TNTERRV

Aﬁﬁmmi
PTEP
T

% MYCHAEL DAKNA w889 SUSANKA
oG JAMES MANGOLD awo U

COLUMBLA PICTURES mresoxts A DOUGLAS WK
G L Ay WORPIY ELSARTH MOSS WAED LETO
mmmmmmmgm
KAYSEN (351 (AROL BODIE - WINONA RYDER
1SA LOOMER aad AXNA HAMGLTON

o ™0 DOUGLAS WICK - CATHY KOH! JARES MANGO!
& www.sony.conyglrinterrupted meives ayanal)

POOUCTION
INTERRUPTER"

A =

IRAD =~

LD S==i=.

LgTey

[y
Juzeas ik
Uittty
ComiC e 14

170 44

STARTS‘ FRIDAY, JANUARY 14
st neans s i

v e Actovity
RIS S601 R T T T Cheuk Thaator Dirs sy 1o hamdimms
‘Watch tho Goldon Giobo Awards on NBC Sunday, January 231

e ATRLS
Ty

CALL I H-FILMS .= mexistenr com

that limitation.”
Best aaid blues music is some-
thing everyone can relate to. By
adding elements of rock, jaze,
pop, and even a little country, the
music can draw in listeners who
never thaught they'd become
blues fans. “We really mix it up”
Franchi has a saying for those
who question The Turnarounds’
style: “If you come in and see us
and you don't like the song, stick
around. 7t'll change.”

Ltike the weather,

The
Turnarounds perform unpredictzble
blues Friday, Jon, 14, The Taproom,

Bluesmen:
David
Gondoly,
Bill
Henrikson,
Todd Best
and Jeff
Franchi:
are The
Turn-
arounds, a
Wayne
Cédunty-

I quartet.

ARTETC herEEssona
Ypsitanti, Friday-Saturday, Jan. 21- |
22, The Alibi, Farmington, and will
hast a CD Relesse Party for “Are
You Ready” 9 p.m. Saturday. Jan.
29, Lowertown Grill, 195 W. Liber-
ty, Plymouth. Call (734) 451-1213,
More information and CDs are avalt- |
avle at hitp:// turnarounds. hyper:
mart. net.

Stephanie Angelyn Casola |
rites about popular music for
the Observer & Eccentric News-

apers. She can be reached at
(734) 953-2130 or c-mail at sca-
sofa@oc. homecomm.net.
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