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gan, "Tho Art of Performance.”
By the way, a sporty Jeg ia avail-
able for $55,000 in a color called
anthracite, a.k.a. color of conl.

If that’s not onaugh to induce
drenming, how about tho piped
in song, "Al last my love has
come nlong..." A bit much, per-
haps.

Then egoin, there was a crowd
of about a dozen would-be buyers
fantagizing nbout sitting bohind
the wheel of the Jag.

All in all, the BMW display Is
arguably the moat compoliing. A
large screen above the exhibit
shaws rolling clouds and molten
being poured in what unfolds as
an animated painting. The mes-
sage: "What Did You Experience
Todny?

Going too far

The award for geing too far
goea to Volve for its display,
"Volvo for Life.” That's right.
Farget about mpg, safety and
coat. .

Volvo promises to transform
your life.

Their display is brightly lit,
and the neweast car models are
sst on a light hardwood floor.
‘Written upon the glass backdrop
cre the words, fun, family, car-
ing and excitament.

A film shown on a large screen
in the middle of tho exhibit
shows a family from the 18502
awakening to the convenionces
of the 21at century, including, of
courae, a ride in the new Voivo
V70,

The image of a duliriounly
happy family driving along

captures the \?N'_V e‘uen‘;:; of fun,
family, curing and excitement.

Perhaps somegne should've
asked what road they were trav-
eling en.

But hoy, why spail tho fun!

1t's the suto show. Dreame of
the good life come on four
wheels,

Frank Provenzanoc can be
reached at (248) 901-2557, or
fprovenzano@ oe. homecomm.net

sen medium of axpression.

"Weu'ro known for toaching a
core curriculum of classes, but
we also offer instruction in n
range of modiuma,* vaid Janet
Torno, executive dircctor of the
ort centor. "Mony artista (on
staff) are experimenting, crosa-
ing boundaries."

To emphasize the variety of
clnases, Tormo pointed to a repro-
sentational painting hung along-
sido a series of images derived
from a Polaroid tranafor toch-
nique taught in a class at tho art
center,

It's been tho combination of
courss instruction, artista com-
petitions, an annual art fair held
in Shain Park and ongoing
exhibits of local artists that has
transforied the art center from
a community group to a regional
resourca.

‘Tornu contends tho art center
fills the gap between traditional
academic programs and tho type

and in many casoa, emerging
artists. It's a comfortablo atmo-
sphere.”

Two years agu, the BBAC
changed its namo from tha Birm-
ingham Bloomficld Art Associa-
tion. Tho difforonce botween an
anvocintion and a conter, accord-
ing to Torno, is largely poreep-
tion.

Now, sho contends, the com-
mon perception ia the BBAC
serves the entiro region, not just
the nearby communities wheré
it's located.

The BBAC also has the budget
to mateh its regional reach. The
art centor's onnual budget,
according te Torno, {8 larger
than the Cranbrook Art Musec-
um's, And the art center has a
membership that draws students
from the scven-county southeast-
ern Michigan.

In size and style, the BBAC
may be tho prototypical 21st cen-
tury art center. It pramates par-
icipation in the arts whilo show-

of veuue provided by a t.
porary arts muscum. It's helped
that tuition hasn’t incroascd in
three years.

"We're very accesaible,” said
Torno. “People can walk in hore
and not feel intimidated. They'll
oce the works ef unrecognized,

Tamper>
East European Folk

Schaublin Auditorium
(Lakeview High School)
21100 17 Mite Road

St. Clair Shores, M}

Tickets $18.00
Ticket Master (248) 645-6656

Ensemble B
loritels
Saturday, janusry 29, 2000 Vacation Homes & Condos
at 7:00 p.m.

casing works by the finest artists
in the region. One of the art cen-
ter's largest rooms, the Robinson
Gallery, is dedicated to solo
exhibits by a regional artist,

"Peoplo are so buay, and are
realizing that there's a whole
side of themselves that's being
neglected,” soid Torno.

“We'ro offering thom nn oppor-
tunity to realize that art can
help them find another perapec-
tive to their lives,"

On the Gulf of Mexico.

Flagship Vacation
(800) 325-3524

www.flagshipre.com ,...,.|

sick before opening night..Adulta
don't fare much batter. They
have no cheiee but to go to work
tho next day.

Brasahaw subjects hiinself to
this gruoling mutine rapeatedly
hecause, he said, he can't imag-
ino “not doing theater.”

“Everything is secondary to
this,” said the single man. “But [
ean't imagine doing this if I did
have a family.”

Peggy Doierlein of Rochester
Hills is the mother of a theater
buff. Her son, John (JD) Deier-
lein, was active in youth theater
at Avon Players. He toured with
tho musical group, Up with Peo-
ple, carned hia college degree
and now teaches vocal music at
Abbott Middle School {n West
Bloomfield,

Peggy was always glad to drive
her sun to oad from rcheursals
and shows, but it waan't until he
roturned to the area and became
involved again with Avon Play-
ers that she got the community
theater bug. .

*I started by helping out in
about 1861 or 1892 and became
more and more involved,” she
said.

Her interest lies behind the
scenes, not on stage. She's
worked props and scenery and
moved up the ladder to producer.

*I can’t oven add up the num-
ber of hours it takes to wark on s
show,” said Deierlein, whaose
husband, Paul, likes to work on
scenery.

“When we're at rehearsal,
that's maybe 12 hours a week.
Then thero’s building the sets,
making phone calls, going on the
road looking for props, working
on the program,” she said. And
that doesn't include the hours as
producer she spends prior to the
first audition.

*I have to get the production
team together before wo can do
anything,” sho said. That means
getting commitmonts for a coa-
tumer, props person, choreogra-

pher, light person, sot deaigner,
master carpenter and whomever
else is nocded.

She even spends time paying
the bills.

“The producer is like the over-
aeer il averyone docs their job.
She allowa tho'director to just
worry about directing,” ahe
added.

Delerlein is busy right now
with “Made in the USA: Encore,”
which opened Friday at Avon
Players.

Gowana’ background is with
directing. She does both music
and stage directing, just as she's
doing with The Village Players’
*Oliver” production.

As g duo-director, she has to
memorize the script, lenrn the
musie, decide what typo of chore-
ography she wants, get an idea
for how she wants the play to be
staged—the list continves.

She's been doing community
theater since 197D, when she
firat joined The Vitlage Playera.
Within a couple of years, she was
an active member of other com-
munity theater groups, such as
8t. Dunston's Theater Guild,
Ridgednle Players and Franklin
Village Players. An accom-
plished pianist, Gowons has
never wanted to devoto the same
hours to music professionally.

“I'm afraid theater and music
would become a job,” she said.
*This way if [ burn out, I can
taks some time off.”

What is it about community
theater that hooks people in?

“It's o good hobby, n great way
to relux,” said Gowans. “If noth-
ing else, it's fun, *

“It's n social outlet}” said
Deierlein. “If you have any type
of interest in theater, then you're
with people who have similar
interests. Some people golf; I do
community theater.”

And to paraphrase Irving
Berlin, “There's no business likq |
(community theater) show buni?
nese.”
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