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Public safety Filing of false
police reports won'’t be tolerated

BY T4 8)0TH
BTAYF WRITER
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Filing falso police reports with
the Parmington Public Sufety
Dopartment won't ba tolerated
nnd will result in punitive court
action, as two crime “victims®
new are finding out, said Cmdr.
Maoria Puit,

“We fcel there's 8 better uso of
our resources to investigate and
put our efforts toward actuel
crime,” oaid Putt lust week when
she provided updates on two
such caces. “We'ro a small
departmant. If wo're working on
this cazo we're n ing anoth-

tias a8y there could be any num-
her uf reasons for filing such
reports, including ths possibility
of collecting on an insurance
claim.

One of the casos, originating in
January 1998, involved the
owner of Fnrminslon Tobaceo in
the Uptown Plaza nportlnx an
armed robbery of $400 in cash
and $12,000 wrorth of cigarettes.

In July 1999, a 29-year-old
Farmington vesldeat told police
{our men phynically asuaulted

kidropped her from the
pnrkmg lot outside the down-
wwn brnnchl:‘:tha Farmivgton

er caze,”

The mazimum pennlty upon
cenviction of filing a false polles
report is four years in prison and
u $2,000 finc, Putt said, Authorl-
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Tary.
Accotdmg to Putt, both cases
turned out to bo bogus.

The tobacco stare uwner,

Mohamed N. Mansour of Duar-
born, pleaded no contest to a
misdemeanor charge of hinder-
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ing police officers in their inves-
Mansour faces sentanc-:

tigation.

ing in 47th District Court on
Feb. 28. Farmington 'l'oblm
eventually closed.

“He neither admita or dnnhl
reaponsibility,” said Putt of the
no-contest plea.

Meanwhile, Debra Ann
Richardson, who has since
moved out of Farmington,
recently was arraigned in Oak-
land County Cir-uit Court on the
folony charge of filing o false
police report pertaining to the
kidnapping claim. Richardson
awaits a hearing before Onkland
Cireuit Judge Deborah Tyner on
Monday, Feb. 28.

The Farmington Tobacco cose
originated with Mansour’s Jan,
G, 1898, report that he wae vic-
timized by an armed robber.
Mansour told police that a cus-
tomer — who moments earlier
asked him nbout cigars in a
walk-in humidor - displayed a
gun [n one hand and struck him
seversl times with the other

Mansour said he heard two
other suspects enter the store,
and then heard “whot sounded
liko plastic garbage bags being
opened end ... the sound of car-
tons of cigarettes being stuffed in
the bags,” according to the police
report.

‘The police department worked
the case until the end of Cctober
1998, after which it was turned
over to the city prosecutor.

“We wore through with the
investigation because he (Man-
sour) failed to cooperate with
un,” said Putt,

Farmington Tobacco never
renpened following the reported
armed robbery.

Putt could not estimate the
numter of houre spent on the
casa, including the timo it took
to issue search warrants, track

don't want you to know.
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CAR AGCIDENT RECENTLY?
FREE REPORT revdals what the insurance companies

Was your car injured? You may ho toofl

It may be weeks, months or even years bafore you
experienca pain, stiffiness, headaches, even arthritis!
Don't sonlo your cuw untif you read our 1ree report.
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Maria Putt
—~Farmington Public Safety
commander

down lecads and interviow wit-
neases in the case,

The false kidnapping report
stemmed from apn apparent
at{ack on July 15, 1980, The
women (Richardson) said sho
was walking toward her car,
parked between tho library and
public safety department, when
four men attacked her,

The report detailed that the
victim was blindfolded and phys-
ically nssaulted, with her hande
tied behind her back, before
being forced into a car. S8he was
driven around to unknown desti-
nations beforo being dropped
hack at her car about £:25 a.m.
July 16. About $200 in cash
reportedly was stolen from ler,

Putt said police investigated
the cese until July 22, when a
warrant against Richardson for
filing a false police report was
presented to the Oakland Coun-
ty prosecutor.

Such false cloims unnecessari-
ly leave a lasting imprint on
nearby residents and businesses
because they might fear also
being e crime victim and stay
away from where the reported
crime occurred, Putt empha-
vized.
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