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Glzmos,

She annuat
Consumer
Elsctronics

Show in Las
Vegas is the
marketplace’s
most,

tecanology gath-
ering place. 'this
yoar's mega
svent was no
exception.

There weore
gizmos and gad-

gets galore.

But there were also clear indi-
cations of a major trend shaping
up.

Everything had ¢ common
theme: It's o connected world.

And the Internct i is the plug

MIKE
WENDLAND

gadgets galore at Vegas electronics show

comes to your front door, you're
paged or beeped on your wircless
phone. A camara takes thoir pic-
ture and displays it on your own

‘Web page, You can talk to
them by phone from enywhere
and even open the deor if you
want.

When you run out of, say, oliva
oil or sugar, you're alerted. You
can upload your shopping list to
the supermarket. If the dish-
washer nceds the belt tightened,
you're notified. The rofrigerator
has a.flat panel computer screen
constantly hooked up te the
Internet.

And all the technology in the
“dot com home” is availnble now.
It works. These weren’t proto-
lypen 1 saw. They were actual

d.

that does the

Talke, for example, the “dot
com home” from Sun Microsys-
tems, [t wua a display built to
Isok like a typical house. Every
roon, every device and every
appliance wan wired to the Inter-
net. Push a button from any-
where in the house nnd the cof-
feemaker starts. If someonc

Job fair
attracts
thousands

The Obucerver & Bccentric
Newspapers and the HomeTown
Newspapers announco their
Spring Job Fuir from 11 um. to
6 p.m. Wednesday, March 29 at
Burton Manor Banquet and Con-
ference Cenicr in Livonia.

This in the fourth general job
foir by these to subsidiaries of
HomeTown Communications,
Ine. of Livenia. As many as 126
companien will be recruiting
employces,

‘Ihis general job fair will fea-
ture recruiters including:

Absopure, Acconntants Con-
nection, Airtouch Cellular, ASK
Healtheare Services, Bartech
Group, Comerica, Deita Dental
Plan of Michigun, Dorothy Day,
Environ, Federnl Reserve Bank,
Vicat Federnl of Michigan, errl
Investors Corporation, Flagstar
Bank, Frito-Lay, Frommer &
Acrociates, Graybar Electric,
Great Lakes Bank, dabit Circuit,
Jewish  Vocatieaal Schoot,
Kroger, Mattress & ruton
Shoppe, Nextel Communica-
tions, Office Mates G, Old Kent
Bank, OLDE Discount, Parisian,
Paychex, Personnel Unlimited,
Plastipsk Packaging, Providence
Hospital & Medicnl Centers,
Rainbow Rehabilitation Centers,
Republic Bancorp Mortgage,
Ricoh Business Syatems, Rose
Moving & Storage, Sav-On
Drugs, Sears, Staffing Services
of Michigan, Tempro, Trans Inns
Manngement, U.S. Vieion, Unit.
ed Parcel Service, University of
Michigan and Virginia Tile.

Bpace in available for n fee of
3725 for the Complete Exhibitor
Package which includes an 8
table plus a quarter page ad in
the Job Fair supplement. Elec-
tricity is availnble at your 8’ foot
table, on a limited basis, for an
additional $40.

For further details and apace
reservations, call (734) 953-2070

or (888) 999-1288. Burton Manor

is located at the Jofiries Free-
w:ay (1-98) between Inkater and
Middlebelt roads.

The Observer & Eccentric
Newspapera publishes 16 twice-
weckly community papers in
Qakland and Western Wayne
Counties. HomeTown Newepa-
pers  publishes pnpers in
Northville, South Lyon,
Brighton, Novi, Neorthville, Mil-
ford and Livingston County.

BUSINESS
RAARKETPLACE

Compuware acquisition
Compuware Corporation
of Farmington Hills recently
d that it has leted
ths purchaze of subst:mhally all
the ansots of the CACK Products
Company from CACI Interna-
tianal Ine. With the acquisition,
Compuware makes its dobut in
the application capacity plan-
ning market while creating
important synergios with its
EcoSYSTEMS lina of epplication
acrvics level management prod-

ucta, .

di now being devel

" Not to be outdone, ClCum puf.
together 8 wired house on tho
ontzkirts of Lus Vegns and
hauled reporters out by the bua
lond for a look-sce. It hnd muny
of the same connected fenturey,
Again, using available technolo-

gY.
These homes malke the home

on the uld Jetsons cartoon serics
scem obsolcte.

Eric Benhamou, chuirman and
CEO of 3Com, introduced new
technology called Session Initin-
tivn Protocol that will allow
uscrs of Palm organizers to reg-
iater their identity with Intornet
phones and thue have phone
calls follow them anywhere.

Benhamou demonstrated by
using his Palm to register his
identity on u telephone, using
the Palm's infrared port to
transfer data, This allowed him
to receive phone calls and infor-
mation, “Qur vision is called per-
vagive networking,” Benhamou
said, referring to the billions of
computers, handheld devices
and wireless communiention
products he wants to hook up.

‘1 wng also impressed by the
“ring thing.”

Actually, they call it the Java
Ring, because it contains a tiny
microchip Jonded with Sun's
Java operating system, It can be
loaded with personal identifica-
tion info, It will open doors and
validate transactions like a sig-

nature. If you're hurt or sick and
have to go to a hospital, the ring
has all your personal medical

but tho biggest local stations out

of husincas.

Digilnl cunneetivuy - A tnol
called

information stored and availab
for doctors to download.

Next. to networking the home
and everything in it, digital tech-
nology was the other major
trond.

Everyone was talking about:

Digital music - The MP3 for-
mat. Tiny little devices that fit
in | your pocket or attach to your

and play st q!
ty music you can download from
the Internet.

Digital phones - They all con-
nect to the Internet now. Browse
the Web, read e-mail on your
handheld phone. My first reac-
tion: People already scom to
have trouble driving and talking
on the phonc. What safety prob-
lems will be added when they're
also surfing the net and reading
c-mail.

Digita) radin - There was a Jot
of excitement nbout satellite
breadcasts being beamed into
your car with amazing wound
quality. It threatens to drive all

new X
Ject

ic devices, It is being touted as a

way to link up phones, handheld

computers, digital cameras and

home appliances,

And then there were the now
high-tech acronyms that we'li all
soon be puztled by, Acronyms
like WAP, for Wireless Acce.s
Protocol, the new standard that
wireleas phones use to connect to
the Internot for services like
poging, e-mail end Web surfing.

Then there's BACD, for Super
Audio CD.

8D for Secured Digital, a
memory chip format.

DTCP for Digital Trnnlmls-

thing this year; A portable key-
board for my Palm V handheld
organizer.

Made by a now start-up callod
Think Outside, the "Stowaway
Portable Koyboard” folds up to
about the mize of o pzzk of
ciga, . ‘ea. It unfolds into a full-
aized koyboard. The Palm fits
upright into a docking slot in the
middle of the board and, voila ...
the Palm has all the capabilitics
of a laptop.

I got mine. If you want one,
you'll have to wait a fow weeks.
They'll bo on tho market somne-
time by the end of the first quar-
ter.

Mike Wendland reports about

sion Copy Pi
gy that prevents llhc:t video
duplicatior.

And HRT for Halagmphic

that prov:dw crmper LCD com-
puter screen resolutions.

1 vaw a lot of stuff I'd like to
have but [ took home only one

computers and the Internet for
NBC-television atations coast-to-
coast. His radio show is heard
every weekend on TalkRadio
1270, WXYT. You can reach
Mike through his Web site at
wwus.pemike.comn

| Looking for a house — read the Observer real estate section |

DaimlerChrysler proudly presents Women’s Day on Tuesday, January 18, at the North
American International Auto Show. And here’s the best part. Buy a ticket to Women's
Day at the Auto Show, then stop by our registration desk and get another one free.
The following workshops will be offered consecutively from 10:30a.m. to 8p.m. atthe
Dodge, Chrysler and Jeep exhibits. All were specifically designed with women in mind.

» Vehicle Maintenance  Shopping for a New Vehicle Can Be Fun * Financing/Leasing
* Off-Road Driving—Tips & Tricks = “Fit for a Kid"” Child Safety Seat Installation

DAIMLERCHRYSLER

For more information, visit us at www.daimlerchrysler.com.
Jeep is a registered trademark of DeimlerCheysler.




