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1 Tho test scores reveaiod a dlsparity between
Farmington High and the other high schools.
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respectively.

Inquiry and decinion making
was the category in which stu-
dents struggled the most. Scores
ranged from a low Jf 4.7 (out of
12) at North to 5.6 at Farming-

For the latter, students were
asked to “take a position and
support it, with the data provid-
ed,” Gekiers explained. “And
that’s one of the things we're
working on at the

Meanwhile, the tost scores
revealed a disparity between
Farmington High and the other
high achools, with 59.6 percent of
FHS juniors reacling Level 1 or
2, the top two levels of endorse-
ment.

The percentage of students
reaching the top levels were 41.4
pcment and 38.4 percent at Har-
rison and North, respectively.
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More took the test at Farming-
ton High (84) than at Harrimon.
(41) and North (33) combined.

Farmington High School Prin-
cipal John Barrott was proud of
his students for performing well
on the test. But, he too was cou-
tious in his optimism.

*That's a variable you have no
contro! over, who's taking the
test,” Barrett said. “But until we
have a Jarge number of studcnts
taking the test wo're not going to
have o true picture of studenta’
abilitiea.”

Gekicre noted that the high
school MEAP test is only just o
“gnapahot in time. What we have
to do is align our curriculum
with the objectives of the state
and what's being tested.

“It's always a moving targot,”
she said.
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Efforts to improve communiza-
tion with parents alac are being
counted on for increasing stu-
dent participation this spring.
Monday, the PTA sponsored an
informational meeting, but
Gekiere said that wos geared
more toward elemeatary and
middle schoa) parenta.

Among Oakland County dis-
tricts, Farmington was topped
only by Birmingham and Bloom-
field Hills, with 75.4 and 53.2
porcent of juniors reaching the
top two categories, respectively.
The Northville and Grosse
Pointe districts in Wayne County
also posted better numbers.
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80,000 residonts, Conn said,
that’s just not enough.

“I'm fortunnto, because I'm at
home with my kids,” sho com-
mented, “But I know there aro
other parents at home. It would
be nice if they could have an oye
in their window, too.”

It docen't toke much, really.
Training sessions are enly about
an hour long. Participanta learn
how to more clearly identify
criminal suspocts or suspect
vehicles, so they can give polico a
better description.

In nddition, everyone 17 or
older in the household undergoes
a criminal background chock
before being issued a sign. The
lzminated placards must be
turned in when a volunteer
moves or quits the program for
other reasons.

“One adult has to be trained to
identify nnd report suspicious
activity,” said Hills police Officer
Bonnie Unruh, who is coordinat-
ing the program. “All signs are
numbered, and it is a misde-
meanor to huve possession of a
aign unless that person’s home
has becn approved.”

In addition, the department
conducts an audit cvery year %o
make sure signs are propoerly
displayed.

Unruh said Police Chief Bill
Dwyer has been looking for a
repincement program since
police ngencies were told they
couldn't obtain criminal histories
on people displaying the “Help-
ing Hands" aigns. Because the
program wos sponsored by the
PTA, state officials had concerns
over whother criminal back-
ground information would end
up in the wrong hands, sho
explained.

Dwyer chose Child Watch,

M ‘One adult has to be
trained to identify and
report suspiclous activ-
Ry’
Bonnie Unruh
—Hills police officer

becnuse it provides for more
training. What the program
needs now is more volunteers.

“The more the better,” Unruh
snid. “That way, if a child is in
trouble, they know that person
will help.”

Hills officera will visit all the
sachools to explain the program to
children. Fliers will bo distribut-
ed to all schools in the coming
weeka, giving parents a chance
to sign up for training or act s a
linizon between the achool and
police department.

Conn atressed any adult who
can offer a safe haven may fill
out an application. She especinl-
ly encourages senior citizens ~
who are home during the day
and are often abservant of neigh-
borhood nctivities — to sign up.

Child Watch is an extension of
Neighborhood Watch programs,
common in the Farmington nrea.
The point is to be observant and
awnre, to prevent crime.

“I'm not nosy, but T do know
when people aren’t supposed te
be here,” Conn said. “They tell
you to keep the sign up oll the
time, even when we're gone,
becnuse wnen burglars see it,
they’ll stay away.”

The next training session for
Child Watch volunteera will be
held at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 8.
For details, call 473-8632.

Join in downtown winter fun

Kids csn enjoy downtown
Farmington's Winter Fun Series
st 12:30 every Saturday through
February at the Civic Theatre.

M Jan. 22 — Rich Paul, family
fun ventriloquist variety show.

& Jan. 20 - Mary Ellen the

Clown, magic puppets, balloons

and games.

W Feb. B - Jonathan Park,
comedy juggling.

B Feb. 12 - The Amazing
Clark, fun-filled magic show,

W Feb. 19 - Magician Sam
Spitzer, comedy, magic and jug-
gling.
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