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Moreltlmp 4. hundred peopl
stagadyntSptirday-afterooon
prof %..H:iqm nsington Park
in e 1hst Qifel effort to save the
lives of up to 260 deer scheduled
to be kitled in the next six
weeks, :

The protest, organized by tho
Mg_!\jnpqu_{! Doer, Presorvation
Couqcilr wns staged to gencrate
pubfic outcry about plans to have
shit¥pshiooters bait and kill more
thdn'half of the park's famed
deer herd befere March 1.

*1 don’t know, maybe it's too
late, But we still have some
hotte,” dnid Council President
Judy Brock, as motoriats drove
down Mitford Tkoad, honking
hornsin support or ahouting
dérisive comments at tho placard
waving protesters, B

Milford resident Barbara
Young snid shooting tamed and
trustful deer is inhumano, She
likened it to Yahooting fish in a
bagrel” - .

The people-friondly deer,
known to eat gut of the hands of
park visitors, are one of Kensing-
tgp's greatest drawa. Plymouth
resident Rosita Smith visits the
park séveral times n year, When
her daughter and granddaughter
visit from Colorado, Kensington
Park i a)ways first on the agen-
ag e 0

“I' khow of nowhere else in the
world like it,” Smith said. “But if
they start shooting the deer,
théyil'ruin everything.”

Protesterd had horsh words for
thé-Huron-Clinton Metropark
Aufthority, the state Department
of Natura! Resources and Gov.
Johh Engler.

*Motropnrks are a sanctuary
for these deer aad other
wildlify,” said Lou Nantais, who
lives next door to the park on
East Buno Road. “This isn't
about paving vegetation and
wildlife. This iz about making
the hwnters happy.”

Nantaie, disputes deer popula-
tion gstimntes.

“1 drive down the road every
dny, ‘gnd there I've noticed o
reduction in the deer I see,” he
said. -

Last year, it was estimated
thint ‘8§28 decr lved in the park.
That ntmber dropped to 464

ased on acerial infrared counts
din’e two weeks ago. But Nen-
tkly' ‘wonders why the

O&E hosts
spring Jjob fair

The Obyerver & Bccentric
Newspnpers and the HomeTown

Newspapers announce their
Smiﬁbfyﬂr:bﬁ'weﬂheﬁdny,
March 29,:d¢é#ic Barton Manor
Banquet and Confercnce Center
in Livonia, from 11 2.m, to 6

X T .

P This is the fourth goneral job
fair by thoso:two subsidiarics of
HomeTown Communications,
Inc. of Livonia.

‘This general job fair will foa-
ture recruiters including: Absop-
urs, Accountants Connection,
Airtouch Cellulor, ASK Henith-
care Services, Bartech Group,
Comerica, Delta Dental Plan of
Michigan, Dorothy Day, Environ,
Fédéral Reserve Bank, First
Fetié¥al of Michlgan, First
Investors Corporation, Flagstar
Bank, ¥rito-Lay, Frommer &

Associntes, Graybar Blectric,

Grent Edkes Bank, Jabil Circult,
Jewish Voeational School,
Kroger, 'Mattreus & Futon
SHoppe, Nextel Communica-
tians, Office Mates 6, Old Kent
B\fnl_:.‘ ‘QLDE Discount, Parisian,
Payéhes, Personnel Unlimited,
Plastipak Packaging, Providence
Hospital & Medical Conters,
Rainbow Rehabilitation Centers,
Republic’Bancorp Mortgage,
RigohBusincas Systems, Roso
Mpving & Btorage, Sav-On
Drugs, Sears, Staffing Services
of Michigan, Tempro, Trans Inns
Mansgoment, U.S. Vigion, Unit-
ed Barcol Servico, Univorsity of
Michigan and Virginia Tile.

Specu,iv available for.a foo of
$725 for the complete exhibitors
parkagg which includes a 8 foot
table plus a quartar page ad in
the Job Fanir Supplement. Eloc-
tricity is available on a limited
hmse;br(nn additional $40, .

Hor fubther'detaild and space
rescrvations, call (734} 853-2070
or (888) 899-1288. -

Fhe Qbseirver & Eccentric
Newspapers publishies 16 twice-
weekly community poperd in
On¥TeYd 4nd Western Wayne
Coifntfos. HomeTown newapa-
perd { publishen  papers in
Nofthville, South Lyon,
Brighgan, Novi, Northville, Mil-
ford }nd Livingaton County.

Metroparks used deer living out-
side the park when figuring pop-
ulation density.

“They're trying to akew tho
numbers,” he charged.

Nantais and many other
protesters snid the authority is
fudging with the numbers to
goin more support for hunting
plans.

Protestors nay that sport hunt-
ing organizations have been Job-
bying the Metroparkes for hunt-
ing since 1996.
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“Why are there representa-
tives from hunting groups on the
Metropark Wildlife Advisory
Committes,” Brock asked.

In 1885, a Gov. Engler-initiat-
ed task force on the irsus recom-
mended that urban parks and
recreation arcas be opened to
hunting end fishing.

While park rangers are per-

forming the culls this year,
protesters say thot hunters will
soon be clamoring to get into
Kensington.

Protesters aloo decried
Metroparks’ lack of foresight.
Many biologists say that hunted
deer populations have a repro-
duction rate which doubles that
of non-hunted deer. Hunted does
are nearly three times moro like-
ly to have twins than other does,
and they begin reproducing at a
younger nge. In other words,

d to save deer set to be killed at park ;

critics charge, hunting is just a
form of harvesting the next
year's crop. The Now Jersey
Division of Fish, Game and
Wildlifs states that “the dear
resource been maneged pri-
marily for the purpose of sport
hunting.”

Protesters nlso said that the
deer population {» not aignifi-
cantly damaging the park's vege-
tation ae the Metroparks pur-
port. “No baseline study was
ever done on Kensington Park's

n

vegetation,” Brock said.

According to a permit received
from the statc Department of
Natural Resources, the cull can
take place anytime now through
March 1. Park officials say
rangers, who will kill the at
pight, ere ntill in training.
Spokesman Dave Moilanen
refused to say when the cull will
start.

(Tran Longmoore és a ataff
writer for The Milford Times.)
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