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‘Nominations accepted for HomeTown Heroes

BY MKz MALOTT “You can never thank volun-
». HOMETOWN A NEws sm":' teers enough,” said Norean Keat-
ing, Chiof Executive Officer of

Lighthouse of Oakland County.
“They drive the vans that get
seniors where they need to go.
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They provides sorvicos to those
with low incomes. They do a
wondorful job . ... They keop the
hospitals operating. They reha-
bilitate homes ... ."

That's tho motivation behind a
new program aimed an honoring
volunteers, the HomeTown
Heoroes Award, she said.

Jointly sponnored by Light-
house, Observer & Eccontric
Newspapers, HomoTown News-
papers, Mirror Newspapers and
Crain's Detroit Business, the

thoy desorve the award.

The dondline for nominations
will be Feb. 26.*

The nominations will be hund-
ed to a committoe of represonta-
tives from the aponsoring organi-
zations, who will select the final
winners. Oakland Family 8cr-
vices will provide ths computer
software neoded to sort through
the nominees. Crain's will apon-
sor tho business portion of the
awards program.

‘Tho awards will bo handed ou!
at a lunch at the T d

program will honor in
six categories — aenior volun-
teers, youth volunteers, those
who serve on boards and com-
mittees, direct service volun-
teers, those who voluntcer
through faith-bascd organiza-
tions, and those who velunteor
through businesses.

Nominees for the awards are
now being accepted, Keating
said. A baliot to nominate volun-
teers can be found in this edition
of this newspaper. Ballots are
aleo available through Oakland
Family Services and Americora
at Qakland University.

Nominators are asked to pro-
vide information about the nomi-
nee including name, place
through which thoy volunteer,
years of gervice, tho type of work
they do, and a 100-word or less
description of service and why
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Birmingham Power

will conduct safe-boat.
ing courses at five Onkland
County schools, beginning in late
February.

Reagistration st each of the
locations ctarts at 7 p.m. on the
first day, with classes running
7:30-9:30 p.m. Tho courses caver
all aspects of power and sail
boating, including safety at sea,
rules of the road, navigation
alds, emergency maintenance,

harti 1 ie i

marine radio nnd weather,
Classes meet one night a week

and the course lasts seven to

cight weeks. Starting dates, loca-

Hotel in downtown Birmingham
March 29 set to begin at 11:30
a.m. According to Keating, the
awards coremony will be the
firat luncheon to be held in the
hotel's new addition.

The speaker for that event will
be County Exccutive L. Brooks
Patterson.

Tickets to the ceremony run
$40. Koating said sho iz sceking
carporate sponsorships for tick-
ota for volunteers who might oth-
erwiso be unable to attend, at a
rate of $400 for a table of ten,
Contact Lighthoues at {(248) 336-
6762 to sponsor a table.

The ceremony will double as a
fund-raiser for A Volunteer Place,
a new 30,000-square-foot volun-
teer recruitment and placement
center to be built on Woodward
Avenue in Birmingham. Ground

will be broken for construction
next week, Keating aaid.

The center will conneet volun-
teors to programs that need the
help in north Oakland County. It
is n joint project between Light-
house, Catholic Social Services,
Ogkland Family Services, St.
Joseph Merey Hoapitul, United
Way of Oskland County, Volun-
teer Impact and Americore at
Oakland Univeraity. It is being
built with a grant from the State
of Michigan'a Community Ser-
vice Commission.

The HemeTown Heroes Award
program began with an editorial,
published over the past summer
by Eccentric Editor Joe Bauman
calling for mare and better recog-
nition of the efforta made by vol-
unteers locally. After reading it,
Keating said she called the
newspaper to sec if it would be
willing to sponsor such recogni-
tion. Keating said she envisions
the awards will work together
with Lighthouse's Pointu of
Light Award and arca-wide hon-
ors handed out by the United
Way in April to recognize the
efforts of volunteers here.

“This is exciting,” Keating
said. “It is an opportunity to
highlight and show some admi-
ration for the voluntcers of Oak-
land County.”

classes available

tions and phone numbers aro:

@ Monday, Feb. 21 — Oak Val-
ley Middle School, 4200 Whito
Oaks Trail, Commerce Town-
ship, (248) 684-8101; F\ ing

E Classes are avallable
at Farmington High
School.

ton High School, 32000 Shi-
awnssee, Farmington, (248) 489-
3333; West Bloomfield High
Schoeol, 49256 Orchard Lake
Road, West Bloomfield, (248)
639-2280,

B Wednesday, Feh. 23 — Troy
Athens High School, 4333 John
R, Troy, (248) 879-7699.

g Monday, Feb. 28 —
Rochester High School, 180 S.
Livernois, Rochester Hills, (248)
650-6747.

.trying to create a restful
great way to start is by
round one main ele-
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Newest Bedroom Collections

Arrearizane Egorvesivre Colbotiory
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Amazingly beautiful woods, gracefully cantad tedposts. A forest of

square spindle pegs of Infatd walnar I¢ Is a triburte to the grandeur

of nature and the idii of the artisan.

Cortorse Cobbotion

{pictured lek}

Bring the warmth of the Meditarranean beaches Into your home!

Cordava exudes both Spanish influences and the softness of French

styling.

Upon completion of the course,
students receive a certificate
accepted recognized under
Michigan's now Personal Water-
craft Safety Act. A textbook and
chart cost about $20, but mny be
shared among family members.
Familics and couples are encour-
aged to take the clrss together.

Call (810) 997-7427 or c-mail

h ic@nol.com for addition-
al information.
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