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Board agrees to join lawsuit
to fight tax break for utilities

By T Sprrid
HTAFF WRITPR
ssmith@os.homecomm.nct

The Farmington Board of Edu-
cation lnst week endoraed join-
ing tri-countywide litigation to
fight n proposed specinl tax

B Local inuniclpalities in Oakiand, Wayne and
Macomb counties recently banded togetherto .
file a Iawsult to challenge the Trx Commissjon's .

change In multipliers that assessors s to vaius: - 5

public utility propertles.

local school ¢hiefs. Redmond

urged them to join tho lawsuit,
‘and

pationed how districts
would mi up revonue loat to

*If it in 'frum the school aid
fund,” Redmond wrote, “then we
are

break for utility
.+ According to a resolution,
unnnimously npproved by the
school board, the distriet
*endorses and pledges its sup-
part of the legal challenge” to the
Btate Tax Commiasion and
ngreed tu appropriate $2,860 to

Ap offset legal costs connected
tw litigntion.

t.ocal municipalitics in Qok-
land, Wayne and Macomb ccun-
ties recently banded together to
file n lawsuit to chullenge the
Tax Commission’s change in
multipliers that nssessors use to
value public utility propertiea.
Schoal districts were asked to
Soln cities und townships in the
battle,

We pledge our support to this

git andg we go on record thnt
thia (tax breale) is the wrong way

to go,” Farmingten Superinten-
dent Bob Maxfield said during
the meeting.

Loter, Maxficld said the
planned utility tax break would
probably cost the district about
$286,000 in funding annually.

Enberg sounded reluctant about
the idea of participating in liti-
gation — particularly so soon
after the so-called Durant law-
suit settlement.

“But it is very intoresting that
these utility tax breaks do affect

The school district’s resol
stated that spceial utility tax
breaks would “unfairly shift sig-
aificant tax burdens from utili-
tics to other Michigan business-
es and citizens forcing either
increases in locnl taxes and/or
wevere reductions in educational,
recreational, public safety, or
other local governmental ser-
vices,”

School board Trustee Linda

0 many go tal bodies,”
Enberg #aid. *And it does seem
{as though) it's an unequal break
in tax revenue.”

Treasurer Jack Inch eddod
that the utility tax broaks could
end to “devastating cuts along
tho way. I'm very concerncd.”

Tho school board resolution
followed o Jan. b letter from
Onklend Schools Supenintendent
Jim Redmond to the county’s 28

What does it mean to be a nurse’s assistant at Botsford? It means, simply, that
as part of your care team [ support doctors, nurses and other professionals in
providing you with the coordinated care you need to achieve a heaithler state of
mind and a better overall siate of health. Everyone is a partner, including you. It is
fmportant that you understand and feel comfortable with your treatment...

and when I assist in that process...1 am doing the job I enjoy!

puting

28050 Grand River

‘-

Ivs early in my career. | am working toward becoming a Reglstered Nurse, Yet, no
matter what my position may be, it's good to know that my days of assisting, and
having the benefit of assistance from the entire Botsford team, will always continue.
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Hills, M1 48336-5933

t:shifting revenus trom
future foundation (por-pupit
spending) increases to hold us
harmlesgy |

nd, then we will be
less. This, how-

‘not bo resolved until
szs of whather wa
ment revenue, this is

Y .
“If th %;:svcnuo io from the

moreitostly in the future.”

1 Decémber, tho Farmington
Hille Gity Council publicly joined
the battle against what would bo

) on in the tax.

a3 ;| .
able valds of utility companies®

personalproperty. Firms such as
Dotroit Edison could save as
much as/$200 million under the
plan, but it would cost munici-
palities that much in tax rev-
enues,

% t Igsue-that can only *

Speed bump: Ian Konopinski hits a makeshift ramp
at the bottom of the sledding hill located behind the
Farmington Board of Education offices. Sleddders
and snowboarders have gathered there to take
advantage at long last of the winter’s snowfall.

STAFF PUOTO BY DIL BRESLED

Hills lottery club hits it big

The 19 members of the “Triple
Threat” lottery club of Farming-
ton Hills arc celebrating in a big
way after winning a top Michi-
gan Lottery prize,

The “Triple Threat” lottery
club matched the first five nwn-
bers drawn in the Jan. 4 Big
Game drawing, collecting the
game’'s $160,000 prize. That
day's winning numbers were;
11,14, 27, 49, 42, and the Big

Money Ball number was 33.

Club membera, who work
together in Farmington Hills
include:

Alice Armstrong, Alexis Botty-
lek, George Brown, John Clark,
Susan Cook, James Gillery,
Emily Gustafson, James Irviny,
Lisa Lamoni, Nichelle Maybin,
Mary Mchrman, Carol Moselly,
Anne Marie Renwick, Joseph
Rimarcik and Rodney Rowland.
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